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Abstract: In this paper, in which I will consider the relation between national cultures and intelligence cultures as 

subsets of nations’ strategic cultures, I address three topics regarding cultural influences on intelligence activity. First, the 

‘for whom’-question gets far too little attention in intelligence studies, although it has a major impact on the self-concept 

of people working in intelligence, the roles they play, the work they do and the way they legitimize their activities. Second, 

threats are still too often seen as hard-boiled facts in intelligence studies, the only question being whether intelligence 

organizations detect them early enough. Third, developments in the task environment of intelligence and security 

organizations will increasingly collide with ideas and opinions from the same organizations’ value environments..  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

In the short time allotted to me I would like to 

address three topics regarding cultural influences on 

intelligence activity. First, the ‘for whom’-question 

gets far too little attention in intelligence studies, 

although it has a major impact on the self-concept of 

people working in intelligence, the roles they play, 

the work they do and the way they legitimize their 

activities. Second, threats are still too often seen as 

hard-boiled facts in intelligence studies, the only 

question being whether intelligence organizations 

detect them early enough. However, the way we 

perceive and discuss threats is very much influenced 

by our cultural climate and surroundings. Third, 

developments in the task environment of intelligence 

and security organizations will increasingly collide 

with ideas and opinions from the same organizations’ 

value environments. If we want to establish if there 

are cultural influences on intelligence activity and if 

so, which ones, we will first have to define culture for 

our present purposes. I understand culture to be the 

way of life and in this case especially the beliefs of a 

particular group of people at a particular time. This 

particular group is in my case especially the nation. 

So I will be talking mainly about national cultures 

and about intelligence cultures as a subset of these 

nations’ strategic cultures.  

 

2. INTELLIGENCE IN ITS ENVIRONMENT(S) 

 

It has always been my understanding that an 

intelligence organization should be understood not 

as an institution in itself, but in its relationship with 

its environment.(de Graaff, 2014:1-13). However, 

whereas it is rather easy to establish the boundaries 

of an organization, it is harder to circumscribe an 

environment. I would like to discern two types of 

environment: a task environment and a value 

environment. The task environment consists of all 

the actors whose actions may be or will be relevant 

to an organization, either by influencing it or by 

being influenced by it. E.g. a radicalizing bunch of 

youngsters that may turn into a terrorist group or a 

civil conflict in a nearby part of the world which 

may have consequences for migration patterns and 

ensuing tensions in one’s own country may have 

an impact on intelligence activities or at least it 

should have. The latter is extremely important 

because an intelligence or security organization 

may not timely detect an upcoming threat or it may 

be under political pressure to deny the new 

phenomenon taking shape. Also, an intelligence 

organization’s counter-radicalization approach 

may affect many more people than those who are 

already radicalizing or who potentially will. It may 

have an effect on the broader social environment of 

the target group or even on society as a whole (de 

Graaff, 2010:249-273). This implies that 

researchers, commentators or observers should not 

depart their research or observations from an 

intelligence organization’s outlook, but instead 

formulate an independent personal view on the 

organization’s task environment.  

However, even though views on the task 

environment are in the eye of the beholder, the task 
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environment can to a certain extent be established 

empirically. Terrorist attacks do take place or they 

do not. Wars are fought or not. And so on. And in a 

globalizing world some threats are common to 

many, most or all countries, such as Islamist terror, 

populism or climate change. They can be felt in the 

Unites States, Europe, Russia and China. As I will 

show in a moment, this does not mean that the task 

environment is free from cultural influences. 

However, the tendency of most of us would be 

to start looking for cultural influences in the value 

environment. The value environment is that part of 

the environment that constitutes the cultural and 

ideological climate in which an organization has to 

operate. It makes a major difference whether an 

intelligence or security organization operates as part 

of a dictatorship or as part of a democracy. Values 

do impose themselves on intelligence organizations, 

through politics, through oversight committees, 

through the judiciary, through the media, through 

opinion polls or referenda, through leadership that is 

parachuted on top of the organization from outside 

and by members of the organizations themselves, 

who may be confronted with opinions about the 

workings of their organizations by family members 

or acquaintances. Nothing seems so influential on 

an organization member’s ideas as a heated 

discussion with his or her teenage son or daughter 

the night before about what kind of work (s)he is 

doing and why. 

 

3. FOR WHOM? 

 
The why and the for whom questions are 

seldom addressed in intelligence studies, even 

though here we may find one of the main cultural 

differences having an impact on the way 

intelligence is done in a country. When I ask Dutch 

students who have a career in intelligence for whom 

they think they ultimately do their intelligence 

work, some answer ‘for the minister’, others ‘for the 

government’ and still others ‘for the state’. When I 

confront them with the fact that they work for the 

same or similar state agencies and when I then ask 

them whether their different answers imply that they 

do things differently from each other, they are 

confused. This gives me an opportunity to say that it 

does make a difference whether one works for the 

current government or for the more or less immortal 

state and that substantial political debates have been 

held in e.g. the United Kingdom or The Netherlands 

about the question whether the government, the 

state or an abstract notion such as national security 

or national welfare should be the ultimate goal of a 

state agency’s intelligence work.  

Then I confuse my students further by 

continuing to ask for whom or what the German 

security service works, the answer being the 

constitution, as is implied in its name Bundesamt für 

Verfassungsscutz (BfV) or Federal Office for 

Protection of the Constitution. I then have to explain 

that after 1945 the (West-)German notion of 

citizenship was based firmly on the constitution, a 

legal document that does not exist as such in the 

UK. Subsequently, I use an example from the movie 

Clear and Present Danger, based on the novel by 

Tom Clancy of the same name, to demonstrate that 

although the oath officials of the US intelligence 

community take refers to the constitution their 

notion of the ultimate objective is ‘the American 

people’. This also explains why it is much more 

normal in the US to have people from the 

intelligence community criticizing their president, if 

they think their national leader does not act in the 

interests of the American people. My next step is to 

explain to my students that in Germany for instance 

the idea that an intelligence or security service 

would work for the people is abhorred after the 

experience with both the Nazi system, where people 

were condemned to death by sentences that began 

with the words ‘In the name of the German people’, 

and the East-German communist era, where 

people’s parties, people’s armies and people’s 

police were the strong arms of a repressive regime. 

And in spite of their professed commitments to the 

people, the secret services of both the Nazi and the 

communist regimes acted not so much on behalf of 

either the people or the state but in the interest of the 

sole or dominant party. Consequently, I would 

argue for paying much more attention to this ‘for 

whom’-question in our intelligence teachings and 

training then the more or less  obligatory statement 

that intelligence is intended to create knowledge that 

should provide a decision-advantage for policy-

makers or other intelligence consumers. 

  

4. CONSTRUCTIVISM IN STEAD OF 

REALISM 

 

Now let me return to the idea that the task 

environment is free from cultural influences. It is 

not. For too long the international relations theory 

that has been favored most by intelligence studies is 

that of realism. This could be true as long as, during 

the Cold War, the main opponents were primarily 

interested in each other’s capacities, taking their 

intentions for granted. Counting numbers of 

missiles, their (nuclear) payload and multiply the 

two amounted to a kind of bean-counting, which 

allowed intelligence producers to write their reports 
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and send them off hoping that the intelligence 

consumers would take note. Intelligence gathering 

and analysis amounted to the making of puzzles. 

Questions were directed towards the finding of 

missing pieces. Today’s questions take the shape of 

mysteries or wicked problems. They start with 

contradicting definitions of the problem, they ask 

for changing not so much the facts but the narratives 

and they demand not only an assessment of the 

opponent and his intentions but also of the actions 

of one’s intelligence consumers, in other words: 

they ask for a net assessment.  

This type of intelligence-gathering and 

intelligence fits much better within the domain of the 

theory of constructivism. A threat is not a threat per 

se, but it is a threat because it has been construed and 

prioritized as such. Is terrorism, migration or cyber 

the biggest threat? This is a man-made decision, not 

just by the opponent, but also within an intelligence 

producer’s own culture. And more: the intelligence 

producer takes part in this debate; he helps to create 

the narrative by communicating threat assessments or 

publishing annual reports. The task environment 

nowadays requires that the intelligence producers 

communicate with the consumers before they 

produce their final briefs or reports. If they would 

conclude that Islamic State is a group of religious 

fanatics, while their consumers have already accepted 

the idea that they are a bunch of criminals it will be 

hard to get the intelligence producers’ findings 

accepted by their consumers. So, ideally, they would 

have to sit together and arrive at a common definition 

and interpretation of security threats before the 

intelligence producers start writing their reports. 

 

5. COLLIDING ENVIRONMENTS 

 

However, would citizens accept that 

intelligence people sit together with their elected 

representatives? After all, interpretation is a 

political act. Is it acceptable that intelligence 

producers participate in this act? Does not this 

development, which seems so logical from the 

perspective of the task environment, constitute a 

major infringement upon the separation between 

intelligence-production and policy-making? Will 

the acceptance of such a deviation from past 

practices be evenly accepted by the value 

environment in all cultures, independent from 

whether people think intelligence is produced for 

the state, the government, the constitution, the 

people or the party? Will this not mean that 

intelligence services will have to communicate 

much more than ever before to explain the public 

what role they play in specific dossiers? And will 

the intelligence community’s clients allow them to 

fulfil that new role, independent from the fact 

whether the clients are the state, the government, 

the constitution, the people or the party?  

I hope my three questions have given you food 

for thought and will contribute to an interesting 

conference. 
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Abstract: The management reputation has never been so important not only for a company or a public 

administration but also for groups of people, minority groups and individuals. The beginning of new technologies, 

the Internet and social networks as cultural mediation instruments, raise important questions towards the 

traditional dynamics of reality seen as social construction. The traditional way of socially perceiving others is 

generated by new media and the on-line and off-line reputation of individuals and groups uses the same methods of 

the “Brand marketing”, so typical of economics. The digital world collapses time and space, the rate of spread of 

the criticism threatens to cancel any defense, the clumsy response to a crisis can be extremely expensive, not only in 

economics field but also in sociological field. To have an effective on-line reputation is not enough to know and use 

technical solutions of SEO, SEM or Social CRM; is required an overall and aware communication strategy, starting 

from semiotic processes involved in reputation. In this paper, we will deepen the topic of reputation as a permanent 

strategy, borrowed from marketing, of the relationship between reputation and digital world, and of what skills 

should own a digital reputation manager in a global world where intercultural competence and digital competence 

are essential. We will closely examine instruments such as Sentiment Analysis, Data and Opinion Mining, 

evaluation of Influencers and of processes of Social Intelligence, as well as instruments for the Census of Reputation 

Risks.  

 

Keywords: reputation; new technology; digital; semiotics; economy; social perception 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

We are not what we say we are 

the credit other give us 

Jose Saramago (2012) 

 

One of the main tests for the process of 

integration between cultures is the mass media 

system and the representation (Taguieff,1994) they 

give of different ethnic groups: how difficult will 

the social growth path of an immigrant be in a 

country where television, web and press always 

and solely give an image of immigrants linked to 

misery, marginality and crime? This raises two 

different categories of problems that other 

countries had already to deal with for a long time:  

the need to ensure a representation of immigrants 

(Allport, 2002) in the traditional and new media 

that avoids all forms of discrimination; the need to 

promote the access of ethnic minorities to the 

media industry (Cipollini 2002). Even in European 

country studies on mass media representation 

(Gallini,1996) of reality are now acquiring the 

status of valuable tools of collective critical 

awareness. In fact, this approach has a broad 

acknowledgement amongst the most reliable 

reflections, which are developing at international 

level, inside one of the most interesting records of 

the sociology of cultural processes. It is the study 

of mass media influence on the formation of 

opinions, perceptions and collective emotions 

about phenomena, facts and social subjects. The 

main thing to emphasize concerns the particular 

influence that media have in shaping collective 

perceptions of various social actors, and where 

elderly, women, men and immigrants are “socially 

drawn” from television shows, newspaper articles, 

web, social network and advertising. Still, it clearly 

appears a “disorder” in the communication: the 

immigrant and a lot of other minority group is 

predominantly associated with episodes of crime, 

deviance and anomie, while the everyday 

dimension of integration processes does not 

normally appears in communication products. 

Therefore, what digital reputation do these social 

categories enjoy? What are the processes that 

determine the construction and management of 

digital reputation? Starting from theoretical 

conditions of socio-anthropological type, the 

reflections of this article are interwoven with 
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economic conditions (Sennet, 2006) of the 

marketing and with those of semiotics of new 

media. We live in a world that sees us at the same 

time as actors and spectators, producers and 

consumers (so-called prosumer), observed and 

observers, judged and judges.  But, above all, we 

live in space-time different from the past and the 

visibility of our behaviors acquired gigantic size 

and timing: the network is a kind of eternal world 

square and whatever we do, say, publish in Internet 

can potentially be viewed or heard by billions of 

people and especially never forgotten: is forever! 

That is exactly why the reputation today acquires a 

deeper value and requires from all of us a greater 

awareness (Peverini, 2014). Today it is no longer 

enough to tell. The story must be credible as well 

as the brand. Because we are what the search 

engines say that we are. Therefore, the definition 

of one’s own strategy of brand reputation becomes 

a thorough job, not left to chance, and that requires 

an adequate and rigorous scientific professionalism 

able to ensure a shift from Risk Assessment to 

Risk Management (Giorgino, 2015). The Digital 

Reputation Manager so represents that specific 

professional figure, which, in a liquid and digital 

society like the contemporary one, cannot be 

improvised but must know very clearly the domain 

of its intervention.  

A document to keep always in mind should be 

the Weputation Manifest that defines in ten points 

and very clearly, what we should and could expect 

today about our reputation in the net. 

According to the document cited above, 

socially, we are what others say about us; what 

people say about us and what we really are not 

always coincide; what does not coincide, is not 

what we should socially take care of. What we 

need to take care of can follow two directions: to 

look like what we want to be or to look like what 

the society says or thinks of us (Landowsky,1991). 

The society does not know our being, but only 

our doing; our do is social projection; the social is 

an arena where interests, which are not neutral but 

ideological, meet and clash. The ideology is one of 

the products of a specific culture: the culture is the 

place where the individual develops from 

childhood; the individual left alone in the social 

clash succumbs. 

 

2. REPUTATION AS A PERMANENT 

MARKETING STRATEGY 

 

The shift of advertising from the products to 

the respective brands has attenuated only in part 

the problem of measuring the Return of 

Investment, but did not fix it (Blanchard, 2012). 

The passage from promoting the product to that of 

the brand, brought up a new problem: how many 

times we can change the style of a brand, its story 

and its values (Lampigano, 2016). 

Changing the perception given to a single 

product does not change the perception of the 

brand, while changing the perception of the brand 

means to change the perception of all the products 

related to it. The hierarchy between the brand and 

its products is not a matter of communication, but 

is a specific economic and productive fact. 

Whether it relates to the product or the brand, 

eventually this form of direct marketing faces a 

huge problem: that of creativity. The amount of 

advertising in the world is just so high that it is 

unavoidable to fall into the already seen. The time 

acts as a container of billions of words and images 

of headlines and body copies and of all the cultural 

kit necessary to advertising. Certainly, sometimes 

emerges something new, but it has a minimum 

weight compared to the worldwide investment in 

advertising. 

These problems were not so evident until the 

TV and radio channels multiplied, on one hand and 

on the other hand, until the advent of Internet. In 

the first case, the limits of creativity emerged 

because it cannot be infinite; in the second case the 

web has changed the basic paradigms of 

communication. There is no longer an issuer who 

speaks to thousands of passive recipients, but a 

new “many-to-many” model, braided, exciting but 

also dangerous for the brands (European Digital 

Behaviour Study, 2013). 

The “make do” or “make believe” of 

traditional marketing does not work anymore 

because technology makes comparisons easy; the 

abuse of advertising in every segment of life, puts 

into the recipient a strong feeling of distrust.  And 

the motto into vogue during the 80's and the 90's 

“as long as they speak of it”, today is no longer 

allowed. 

Today it is good “as long as they speak well of 

it”, otherwise it is the disaster of the reputation, 

triggering a domino effect that can be extremely 

harmful for brands (see the recent case of the 

Moncler, a company that produced duvet jackets 

and clothing with a turnover of 93 million Euros in 

2013, which was denounced by an Italian TV 

program for the fierce and illegal practice of 

plucking, having serious repercussions on its brand 

(Repubblica, 2014). 

From Floch onward, advertising has tried to 

engage in the use of semiotics to represent 

advertising models and consumers' attitudes. In 
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Semiotics Marketing and Communication Floch 

represents different forms of advertising 

communication (Floch,1990) taking as examples 

the work and recommendation of some leading 

experts of this field: David MacKenzie, Ogilvy, 

Jaquès Sèguèla, Jean Feldman, Philippe Michel. 

The shift from the product to the brand did not 

cover only the advertising phenomenon but all 

corporate organizations of producers, the entire 

value chain, anyone who came into contact with it. 

The companies' staff had to behave in a certain 

way, executives were to appear according to 

precise directives, messages had to tell the magic 

worlds of the brand. After NO LOGO (Klein, 

2013) everything changes. Successful stories 

implode under the weight of journalistic 

investigation that reveals unedifying successes. 

Some brands must take action to protect 

themselves, Nike first. 

Big headlines and shining concepts, to cover 

disreputable behaviors. The reputation of big 

brands is there at the click of a mouse, under the 

eyes of all. (In 1997, the Nike CEO, Paul Knoght, 

was received by Stanford's students with these 

words: “Ehi, Phil, get off the stage. Pay your 

workers a wage that allows them to live!”). 

Therefore, it strongly emerges a dichotomy 

between what advertising conveys and the 

behavior of the one conveying the message. Just to 

tell a story is no longer enough: the story must be 

credible as well as the brand. The marketing 

should take care of reputation because a 

progressive mistrust is spreading toward the brand 

and action must be taken before it becomes 

complete distrust. 

Just think of the Merkel case, in 2015, 

connected to the auto show in Frankfurt. The 

German reputation is at the top of its expansion. 

Whatever is German wins: rules, transparency, 

efficiency. After a few days, the catastrophe: 

Volkswagen is in the storm for providing false data 

about the exhaust gas. The title slumps on the stock 

exchange (Repubblica, 2015). The new Western 

audience of consumers is more attentive to 

messages, to products, to ethical processes of 

production, to the relationship between companies 

and the ecology of the planet. A new form of 

ethical consumer's attention is taking shape in the 

global market.  

 

3. REPUTATION AND DIGITAL 

MARKETING 

 
For many years, and for subsequent 

simplifications, the digital reputation has been 

linked to some aspects of the digital marketing. 

This is an absolutely complex world, whose 

ramifications are heading toward every corner of 

the activities of new media.  

In the past and with the building of 

technological fads, it has been taken for granted 

that SEO, SEM, E-mail, Marketing and Social 

CRM, constituted the central nervous system of the 

reputation. 

For a long time, in digital marketing, notoriety 

was confused with reputation; this, based on the 

cheap communication principle “as long as they 

speak of it”, which sounds like “as long as they 

find it first”. At the origin, there is the power of 

search engines and their linked acronym: SERP. 

Technically, it means Search Engine Results Page 

and represents the list of objects found by a search 

engine, starting from a sequence of terms for the 

research itself. Therefore, much of the work is 

directed to place the web resources in the first few 

pages, so that they may be the most visited (see 

SEO e SEM). The census of users with whom 

entertaining a relationship, is placed in a complex 

technological environment called Social CRM 

(Customer Relationship Management). These 

Digital Marketing paths, are involved with 

different modalities in the management of the 

reputation although they are not individually 

crucial for it (Di Fraia, 2011). Imagine a cultural 

association that for many years has helped the 

spread of civilized correct behaviors. It has been 

working on the web, posting on websites, blogs 

and social networks. It has reached a strategic 

visibility on the SERP; has a very high number of 

visitors and loyal users (lead, reach, engagement). 

At a certain point, the President of the Association 

becomes responsible for non-ethical behavior and 

it turns out that much of the collected resources 

have been diverted for personal gain in favor of the 

members of the Association. We clearly 

understand that the reputation does not depend on 

reached notoriety (Fumo, 2012).  

 

4. THE SEMIOMATIC OF THE 

REPUTATION 

 

The semiomatic is born from the encounter 

between semiotics and information technology for 

all activities involving computerizes support. To 

understand its utility simply imagine what it could 

mean, without a suitable software, to analyze 

hundreds of thousands of texts obtained from a 

web search engine; the clash between quantitative 

and qualitative analysis strategies would be 

challenging (Cosenza, 2014).  
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Thus, the semiomatic is at the same time both a 

proposal for applied research and a set of analytical 

models that assume the use of technology in 

quality and especially quantitative investigations. 

Specifically, semiomatic of the reputation is the set 

of semiotic-informatics activities that lead to the 

identification of reputational information, their 

organization, to drafting models of analysis and 

identify analytical procedures. To have a synthetic 

overview of the entire cognitive and operational 

universe connected to investigations on reputation, 

it may be useful to outline and describe some 

macro components such as storytelling, 

intelligence overview, management life cycle, 

social intelligence and sentiment analysis. 

There are two reputational regimes: the generic 

reputation and the specific reputation. The first 

relates to the lifestyle of a human being, of a 

company, an institution, a political party, an 

association. Its evaluation is based on conformity 

or non-conformity of social behaviors (which vary 

from culture to culture) considered conventionally 

correct. The second refers to the social projection 

of behaviors related to a specific profession, 

mission, activity, social role (Barthes, 1951). To 

build the reputation of a subject (individual or 

collective) means to enhance its reliability and 

credibility in the public narrative (Centenaro, 

Sorchiotti, 2013). It organizes the narrative of 

acting (doing) and being in a consistent and likely 

way. Consistency focuses on action toward what 

has been, while verisimilitude focuses on what we 

are now and the plausibility of the causes that 

determined this.  

We should analyze these characteristic in terms 

of compatibility with the specific culture of 

reference (Greinas, 1995) (for example, in some 

cultures the frequent change of work activities is a 

positive thing, while others consider it a problem). 

Each level of perception that we have is the 

intersection of these two dimensions. In this 

respect and in view of what explained so far, the 

process of Digital Reputation Management is 

essential, understood in a top down sense, which 

we call reputation intelligence overview (Collins, 

2016). The main process classes are social 

intelligence, social CRM, and Company Admin. In 

the first find their place listening and 

comprehension of digital phenomena; in the 

second, those relating to structured interaction with 

users and, the third, outlines some administrative 

and business processes involved.  

Within the social intelligence class, there are 

processes of listening divided by analysis 

characteristic: sentiment, opinion mining, and 

passion. For all these processes there should be an 

alerting function toward the personnel, which may 

authorize and implement a prompt defense after a 

public attack (Ceron Curini, Iacus, 2013). 

The sentiment analysis clearly shows the 

polarity of the analyzed text in terms of positivity, 

neutrality and negativity. The opinion mining, 

possible with the use of quite expensive platforms, 

is able to carry out evaluations on the text, 

highlighting reviews and evaluations. It is widely 

used in some English-speaking countries by large 

corporations and political market. Study is under 

way about passion analysis, and many believe it to 

be the most effective marketing support.  

With this survey methodology, which uses 

powerful algorithms of learning machines and 

ample reference textbooks, it is possible to detect 

the degree of anger or wrath of the users, their 

empathy, and their frustration. The Social Analytic 

measures quantities, indicators of access, usage, 

period, frequency, timing of permanence, places of 

origin of access and eventual information on the 

target (Sponder, 2013). This information is 

important to understand the level of diffusion of 

resources available on the web. It is thus possible to 

build an historical archive to analyze the trend of 

usage, so to be able to prepare analytical reports in 

support of the return of investment. The Social 

CRM segment deals with the multidirectional 

relationship with customers. The social caring is 

useful to assist consumers, clients, simple observers 

and followers. It is not just a matter of responding to 

requests for help, but also of being proactive, that is, 

to anticipate based on information providing a 

signal, questions and problems.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

Today, more than ever, we can therefore say 

how important has been for a company the 

reputation management: the digital world collapses 

time and space, the speed of spreading of the 

criticism threatens to cancel any defense, the 

clumsy response to a crisis can be extremely 

expensive. A good public projection produces a 

competitive, solid and long-lasting advantage. For 

an effective reputation management, is not enough 

to know and use technical solutions such as SEO, 

SEM, or Social CRM; it requires an overall and 

aware communication strategy. Starting from 

semiotic processes involved in reputation, only 

through the Digital Reputation Management we 

can arrange those activities and skills required for 

the construction and defense of the public 

perception. 
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Abstract: National identity allows one to be typified before others, it is indispensable for simplifying and organizing 

the large amount of stimulation coming from society overall. The displacement of large numbers of individuals 

poses questions on the stereotypes relating to national characteristics. The media (TV, newspapers, Internet) play 

an important role in spreading stereotypes by creating, supporting and bringing information that is often not correct 

to the attention of public opinion. The media also construct “mythical” social images and categories that often 

become rooted in individuals’ ways of thinking. This occurs more easily when the people one comes into contact 

with belong to populations that are not sufficiently known through literature, cinema, tourism, but only through 

immigration. Stereotypes are thus predominantly negative because they ride the waves of “invasion panic” and 

“job loss” that strengthen a feeling of belonging in local individuals, and also activate claims leading to a process 

of making other nationalities inferior. The economic crises of this historical period do not help to meet others with a 

personal engagement aimed at understanding, but rather at rejection. A point of contact might be found through the 

recognition of the culture of others, allowing the fears caused by “diversity” to be dispelled.  

 

Keywords: national identity; national characteristics; media information; culture of others; how the migrant is 

known 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Human beings do not have an inclination to 

territorial permanence and they overcame distances 

that are now unthinkable in order to reach new 

territories, to improve their life conditions, to enjoy 

greater freedom and abundance of food. In all 

cases, they were able to build communities and 

states, to speak their own language and have their 

own customs. It is possible to be “citizens of the 

world” only by being citizens of a State first. In 

fact, if national identity is not experienced first, 

one can not then perceive and understand the 

similarity of belonging to any other nation
1
. What 

is national identity if not an ability to typify and 

organize the stimulation grasped within society? 

Immigration and economic and cultural exchange 

are important because they try to give an answer to 

the diversities that are highlighted in numerous 

contexts due to cultural and structural reasons. 

In the 16th century the stereotypes by which the 

various countries are known began to form. The 

                                                             
1
 The expression “citizens of the world” is frequently 

used but actually void (utopian?) because a passport, or 

at least an identity card, is becessary for  moving from 

state to state. 

 

national roots outline these early typifications that 

subsequently, with the formation of national states, 

gave rise to the stereotypes universally used (Elias, 

1994). This was the beginning of the use of a 

stereotype in the presentation of one’s heroes, such as 

for example the cliché of the English gentleman or 

that of the Italian Latin lover, represented in a very 

similar way by American and French, German or 

Swiss. It is difficult to avoid the clichés according to 

which Frenchmen are brilliant and Germans tough 

and aggressive
2
. Even though such generalizations 

are false, they have an influence on behaviour 

because men and women relate to one another 

through generalizations consisting of labels, allowing 

them to immediately and synthetically define the 

characteristics, roles and expectations of behaviour 

(Montanari, 2002:11). In daily life as well, people 

perceive and are perceived through schemes of 

typification. Such schemes amount almost to a form 

of pre-cognition, that is combined with the 

expectations determining both the aspects linked to 

the various roles and the ways in which the roles 

themselves are enacted (Berger and Luckmann, 1969). 

                                                             
2
 In a study of minority languages (Tessarolo, 1991) we 

found the same stereotypes of the speaker reflected in 

the languages not known by the subjects: sweetness in 

French, hardness in German etc. 
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Individual behaviours are therefore rational in 

reference to a model that becomes a veritable 

script, helping actors to play the role presented by 

the exemplary model. Typifications are, in sum, 

behaviour codes, within the limits of which one 

may still act with a certain degree of subjectivity. 

Identity, culture and community are three words 

that are constantly associated and that imply one 

another (Balibar, 1991). Belonging to one nation 

has a logic of its own in which we may identify the 

classes of the imaginary and the symbolic, to 

which the class of the paradoxical must be added 

as well (Milner, 1983:28). The first are based on 

the attribution of a common feature, and in any 

case a visible one (white, coloured…). The second 

are based on a fact that basically can not be 

represented, that is, the fact that a number of 

subjects answer to the same name, a name to which 

they respond when called: “Italian”, “French”, 

“Romanian”, “Christian” etc. Such a means of 

identification does not apply to individuals as 

being similar, but as being united, even if 

absolutely unique. Nationality is a community 

word. Identity is never single and its correlation is 

the fact that an individual is part of an ultimate 

community, or a finite world, and of a “vision of 

the world” where all belongings may be 

hierarchically organized. The “paradoxical” classes 

serve instead as classes of the real and they should 

be, in relation to the real, what the aforementioned 

classes are in relation to the symbolic or the 

imaginary: paradoxical classes consist of the denial 

of one or more common features. Such classes 

manifest a non-belonging in the real: they are 

forms of exclusive inclusion or inner exclusion. 

Stereotypes are important because they do not 

limit themselves to constructing forms of mental 

representations, but serve to convey cultural 

contents and shared knowledge
3
. They need a 

language mediation, which may also take place 

through newspapers, textbooks, television and 

advertising, to make the interpretation of the world 

known to the public. Numerous studies of social 

psychology report that subjects show positive 

behaviours toward their own group (in-group) and 

negative behaviours toward the other group (out-

group). Stereotypification is based on the fact that 

different national groups are characterised by a 

sufficient homogeneity as regards behavioural 

inclinations, attitudes, orientations, so much as to 

allow us to speak of a specific “space” and of a 

                                                             
3
 What is negative and is generated as a consequence of 

the stereotype is prejudice, that is, a negative assessment 

of what was typified. 

typical “national personality”. Very brief 

descriptions to be derived are examples of 

stereotypes that are part of a legacy of common 

sense whose content is known: Germans are rigid 

and obstinate, they like order and efficiency; 

Britons are reserved and controlled, formal, 

comply with rules, are individualistic and 

competitive; Italians are nice, family-oriented, 

inconstant, spontaneous; Americans are informal, 

spontaneous, ingenuous, technically very 

competent, conformist, competitive etc. 

(Alessandri, 2016; Destefani, 2016).   

 

2. NATIONAL CHARACTER 

 

Unlike Elias, who studies the European courts, 

Montanari (2002) explains national character with 

the example of how the narrative of the 

police/detective genre is presented by different 

populations. She observes A. Conan Doyle, and 

therefore Sherlock Holmes, has a keen spirit of 

observation, brilliant deductive ability, great control, 

an attitude of detachment, obstinacy and certainty to 

succeed. Sherlock Holmes is the basic figure from 

whom the British Agatha Christie shaped other 

characters such as Miss Marple and Poirot. The 

interpreters of German police stories, such as 

inspectors Derrick and Wolff, show heroism and 

expose themselves to risks even when they lack 

adequate equipment to face the situation. This 

model shows personal value and a willingness to 

take risks. The French model proposed in films may 

be represented by Arsène Lupin, the nice gentleman 

thief, or by Maigret, who is very down-to-earth, 

intelligent and familiar with the feelings and 

emotions of everyday life. The Italian inspectors, 

Montalbano, Coliandro and others, investigate with 

cunning, creativity and a good amount of irony and 

intelligence; they identify themselves with the 

environment in which they operate. Perhaps the 

stereotype of the Italian man today is slightly 

different from that offered by Goethe over two 

centuries ago, either a martyr or an irresponsible 

person spending most of the time outside and 

enjoying life, fighting day and night, prey to a 

happy infantilism from North to South, with the 

irredeemable spirit of a Latin lover. National ideals 

are also reflected in educational models: in Italy the 

great mother, in Germany the warrior image, in 

Great Britain freedom and independence
4
. 

                                                             
4
 Stereotypes have always had great importance in 

history, as shown by Tacitus, who wrote over 2000 

years ago and suggested the stereotype of the undaunted 

warrior. 
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National identity is a modern phenomenon of a 

dynamic, fluid nature, according to which a 

community sharing a set of features tends to believe 

that its members are bonded by something ancestral. 

National identity is formed through stereotypes, 

which hide a process of categorization with 

consequences such as the in-group bias and the out-

group homogeneity effect: one’s own nation is 

perceived as more diverse in its composition than 

foreign nations that, in turn, are seen as more 

stereotyped and therefore more homogeneous. 

Favouritism toward one’s own group leads to 

nationalism, which legitimizes its dominance.  

Among the scholars in this field, Smith (1992) 

considers the multidimensionality of national 

identity, constituted by a historical territory or 

motherland, historical memories in common and 

myths, which are the “oneiric” work of peoples. A 

myth is a symbol in the Greek sense of the word, 

so that it is to be understood as an “enigma” that, 

with its opacity and consequent wealth of meaning, 

initiates interpretation.  

Culture granted by the system of public 

education and by mass media also has the task of 

making known the legal rights and duties in 

common, presenting them to all the members of a 

nation and consequently spreading such knowledge 

to other nations as well. The stereotypes of the 

various countries are mostly conveyed by daily 

information through the selection and comments of 

the news, affecting the formation of public opinion 

and its orientations. It should be remembered that 

the media have the power to decide what to tell – 

and how – of a given country. The process 

allowing a change in stereotypes, that has its 

explanation in the hypothesis of a contact, is the 

one that starts from reciprocal knowledge and 

could lead to the denial of the stereotypes 

themselves. This hypothesis does not always work 

because the encounter of two cultures, instead of 

letting affinities emerge, facilitates the 

consolidation of differences in specific conditions 

of crisis, thus resulting in a strengthening of the 

stereotype that may even become a prejudice.  

The self perception of one’s own culture leads 

those who are immersed in it to judge other 

cultures as being very different. Stereotypes may 

therefore be considered genuine habits, leading to 

the creation of social representations that 

correspond to a state of disequilibrium highlighting 

the unpopular but ineradicable domination of one 

part of society over the other. 

According to Moscovici (2005:38), the purpose 

of all representations is making something unusual 

or unknown familiar. Everyone wishes to feel at 

home, safe, that is, inside a consensual universe. 

The very dynamic of social relations is a dynamic 

of familiarization in which objects, individuals and 

events are perceived in relation to previous 

experiences. The unfamiliar, nonetheless, attracts 

and fascinates individuals and communities, and at 

the same time forces them to make explicit the 

implicit assumptions that are the basis of 

agreement. The fear of the outsider is deeply 

rooted. The act of representation is a means of 

displacing that which disturbs, which comes from 

another place but little by little becomes 

“neighbour”. In other words, “near”: what is 

unusual becomes usual.  

Social thinking owes to convention of memory 

much more than it owes to reason: the basic 

tension between familiar and unfamiliar is always 

resolved in favour of the first. Before seeing a 

person and listening to him/her, we have already 

judged him/her, we have made an image for 

ourselves that we will then try to confirm 

progressively. More or less consciously, we 

transform that which is new going in the direction 

of what is known to us (Bartlett, 1974). This way 

to proceed aims to give a familiar aspect to that 

which is not, and it does so by activating the 

mechanism of anchoring, which reduces categories 

to ordinary images and places them in a familiar 

context, and by classifying, that is, giving things a 

name. The second mechanism is the objectification 

of those ideas, the transformation of something 

abstract into something actual. Objectifying culture 

leads to constructing reality starting from ideas that 

are genearlly meaningful. Anchoring and 

objectification are ways to manipulate memory: the 

first keeps it active (by classifying), the second 

decodes what we need to know through what is 

already known (Moscovici, 2005:65).  

 

3. LIVING IN A WORLD IN MOVEMENT 

 
In the present world, and not only the Western 

world, the displacement of populations leads to 

pluralisation, which refers to a context in which the 

disorganization of the subjective experience no 

longer finds a limit in the institutional organization 

of national societies considered as containers of all 

human spheres. Instead, it enters into a double 

disconnection produced by globalization, that 

questions the bond between individual and 

organization. We may therefore understand the 

extent of the change that is under way. 

The “society of individuals” may only exist in 

relation to specific institutional transformations 

and, particularly, with manipulation of the physical 



Mariselda TESSAROLO 

 

22 
 

strength and the growing stability of central bodies 

of society. Only thanks to monopolies like these 

does self-regulation reach such a level of 

automaticity as to become second nature (Elias, 

1994:447). The subjective experience of 

modernity, therefore, is characterized by the fact 

that the process of individualization of social life 

takes place within an institutional context, one that 

is organized. The need for identity is always 

present and is not a legacy from the past, 

something that is swiped away or marginalized by 

the progressive rationalization of social life. 

Grounding is a relevant and scarcely 

acknowledged need, besides being one of the most 

difficult to define. It starts with participation, 

which may be real, active and natural inside a 

collectivity that is naturally participating; or it may 

be automatically imposed by place, birth, 

profession, surroundings etc. In the second case, it 

needs to be morally, intellectually and spiritually 

supported through the environments to which it 

naturally belongs (Giaccardi, 1996:49). However, 

these environments become hybrid and the mixing 

leads to a space that is hybrid as well, where 

everything is mixed. Cultures are increasingly 

permeable (Hannerz, 1998), particularly those that 

have always occupied a marginal position.  
 

3.1 Romanians in Italy. Since the early 

Nineties, Italy has changed from being a country of 

transit for Romanians into one of final settlement. 

In 2009 the incoming flow of migrants exceeded 

the outgoing flow (Luciotto, 2009). In the list of 

countries of origin of those who migrate to Italy, 

Romania ranks first followed by Albania and 

Morocco. The novel aspect of migration is 

currently represented by women. A process of 

feminization is under way in migratory flows, due 

to the fact that the demand for workers is for jobs 

that are traditionally feminine, jobs where women 

are “trapped” as they enter a home environment, a 

closed one where there are no trade unions in place 

to protect the work of the carer. In this regard, an 

experience of so-called “complete migration” is 

also examined and two Romanian scholars, 

Scârneci Șandru (2014), relate it to an original life 

project envisaging a come-back. If we observe the 

relation between Italy and Romania, this has not 

always been the case. In the history of Italian 

migrations we should remember that in the 19th 

century migrations directed to Romania, from the 

North-East of Italy, concerned stone workers and 

wood workers. It was an exportation of labour 

toward the Transylvania and Dobrugia regions, 

which were known as the “Romanian California”. 

Between the end of the 19th and the beginning of 

the 20th century, Romania was the destination of 

seasonal migrations and the flow of Italian 

migrants to Romania increased tenfold over three 

decades, from 830 people in 1871 to over 8,000 in 

1901. Between the First and Second World War 

there were approximately 60,000 Italian workers in 

Romania.  

In Italian school education, a minimal 

knowledge base of the history Italy shares with 

other countries should be part of the curriculum. 

Latins are at the basis of Romanian history and 

many events brought Romania close to Italy, 

starting with Trajan, under whose power the 

Dacian population mixed with Roman colonizers. 

Decebalus, hero of the Dacian resistance, is 

depicted on the Trajan Column standing in the 

centre of Rome
5
. The Latin poet Ovid spent his 

exile in Constanta, on the Black Sea, where the 

city university bears his name. Romania’s strong 

desire to keep its Latin language must be 

acknowledged, considering the distance between 

Romanian and Slavic languages or Hungarian, 

spoken in the surrounding countries. In 1906 the 

City of Rome presented the City of Bucharest with 

a statue of the Capitoline Wolf, symbol of the 

founding of Rome
6
. More statues of she-wolves 

were given to other Romanian cities during the 

Mussolini era. In the 19th century there was a big 

increase in the number of translations from 

Romance languages in Romania, thanks to a 

favourable historical context. The book Cuore 

(Heart) by E. De Amicis
7
, translated by an Italian 

teacher settled in Romania, Clelia Bruzzese, was 

published in 1893 and immediately became a 

school book – and such it remained till the early 

00’s for the patriotic values it conveys. It is 

currently among the suggested readings for 

primary schools (Cosma, 2007). 

In 2008, the Turin International Book Fair 

started presenting examples of Romanian 

                                                             
5
 Few Italians and few Romans perhaps know what tale 

the images on Trajan’s Column depict. It is important to 

remember that the monument does not represent the 

apex, but the difficulties faced by the Roman army in 

the first and second Dacian wars, and that defeats are 

depicted as well. The scene of Decebalus’ suicide 

acquires ethical and political meaning and relates to the 

honour the hero deserves. Muscardini writes that the 

feeling expressed here confers humanity on the “Bellum 

Dacium” (2005:6). 
6
 The date, 1906, tells us that this event bears no relation 

to the use of the same symbol in the Italian fascist era. 
7
 In Romanian, “Cuore. Inimă de copil. Carte pentru 

copii”. 
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literature, translated into Italian and published by 

the Milan-based publishing house Rediviva. The 

same company also publishes an open access 

newsletter on the Internet. The Romanian Institute 

of Culture and Humanistic Research in Venice 

publishes a magazine called “Orizonturi culturale 

italo-romane”
8
. We should finally remember that 

during the First World War Romania was one of 

Italy’s allies. In January 2016 1,151,000 

Romanians were living in Italy. According to data 

supplied by the Central Direction of Italian 

Criminal Police and the Ministry of the Interior, 

the number of crimes reported between 2004 and 

2014 increased by 40.1% for Italians and by 34.3% 

for foreigners. Romanians are involved in 6.2% of 

crimes against patrimony and in 5.2% of crimes 

against persons. The main crime for Romanians is 

exploitation of prostitution (31%). In 2009, at the 

culmination of the so-called Romanian crime 

emergency, 2966 Romanians were jailed in Italy, 

decreasing to 2791 over the next seven years, in 

spite of an increase in the number of Romanians 

living in Italy. The alarm spread by newspapers is 

unjustified and only causes xenophobic reactions. 

Media such as newspapers and TV hyper-represent 

crimes committed by migrants. What we are 

witnessing is an attitude of closure by European 

countries, not just Italy, toward foreigners, who are 

turned into social enemies through a double spiral 

of panic and exclusion. It is a situation  portraying 

other nationalities and poorer and less developed 

regions of the world as inferior, to such an extent 

that fear of the stranger is no longer called “racial 

hatred”, but becomes a matter of security and of 

facing an invasion by foreign offenders (Dal Lago, 

1999)
9
.  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS  

 

It seems appropriate to consider the experiences 

of Romanians living in Italy as a case in which a 

framing process is carried out, a process due to a 

series of activities and oeparations whose result is 

precisely the creation of a frame. From time to time 

this may correspond to a cognitive or a 

representational, cultural, methodological or other 

kind of device (Bruno, 2014:11). It is a specific – 

                                                             
8
 “Italian-Romanian Cultural Horizons”. 

9
 In this article we do not consider Italian small and 

medium firms operating in Romania, of which there are 

approximately 40,000. They represent another way in 

which similar yet different populations get to know each 

other. Of course, it would be interesting to investigate 

what the main stereotypes are for both sides. 

and partly new – way of comprehending, and 

consequently redefining, the whole public sphere 

and that of the media, which considers network 

logics and participation logics. The mechanisms 

used by the media in trying to influence the way 

receivers of information organize their personal 

image of the environment have been known for 

long. It would be useful for the relation between 

media and audience to become increasingly more 

circular and not concern single messages but a flow 

of representations and meanings that are 

continuously re-processed, contributing to the 

construction of reality. Journalistic information 

should be marked by greater morality and this is a 

fundamental aspect: this would be the only way to 

come to a pacification. By suggesting a vision of the 

world through the lens of single items of news, an 

atmosphere of fear may be constructed, suggesting a 

specific key for the interpretation of events. News 

presented in a certain way resonates with and relates 

to pre-existing schemas that different audiences may 

recognize. In their turn, audiences are led by their 

newspapers to confirm and reinforce what they 

already think (everyone tends to always read the 

same newspaper and listen to the same news report). 

Each vision of the world, in sum, implies a political-

symbolical dimension. This may be recognized and 

identified as being part of the reference culture of 

individuals considered as members of a group. 

However, since it is so closely connected to the 

cultural dimension, its use appears normal and 

natural, so much so that the processes with which 

social representations are constructed remain  

mostly invisible to the eyes of the individual 

(Bruno, 2014:159). Precisely because these visions 

of the world appear “natural” and act at an implicit 

level, they are seldom made explicit. Here we may 

find their strength and their roots, and this is why 

the different frames should be discussed in contexts 

such as school or opinion groups. 

Pluralism is a typical aspect of the current 

period, regardless of our political point of view. If 

we follow the two types of ethics mentioned by 

Weber (1997), the ethics of responsibility and that 

of conviction, even though they are based on 

different and seemingly juxtaposed motivations, 

we will not take different positions because they 

are both driven by an ethics of conviction in as far 

as they follow a rationalization aimed at 

confirming. Weber’s so-called “polytheism of 

values” finds a confirmation in global society, 

which follows the shift from the ethics of 

conviction to the ethics of responsibility since it 

implies the ability to make right choices just where 

tradition gave way to plural values.  
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One’s homeland is not a physical place, but a 

shifting need; wherever it may be, that homeland is 

always to be found elsewhere (Sennett, 2014:93). 

So it is important to recognize others and ourselves 

as actual, specific human beings rather than as 

cultural models. Such recognition may also depend 

on unexpected turns such as the non-destruction of 

reference systems, but a simple cracking of these. 

That unexpected turn produced by the uprooting is 

what allows a stranger to become a citizen of the 

homeland of birth, even away from it (Sennett 

writes: becoming Russian away from Russia
 
). 
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Abstract: On March 9, 1918, the Romanian Art Society was founded in Bucharest. This was an organization that 

appeared as a form of protest at the proposal of an authorized artistic force of the time, the Artistic Youth Society, 

addressed to the artists who were mobilized by the Great General Headquarters of the Romanian Army in Iasi to 

participate in the great exhibition that they organized in April 1918. Revolted by the academic-romantic-idyllic 

spirit, reflected in the works of the representatives of the Artistic Youth Society, out at the issues of daily life, artists 

such as Ştefan Dimitrescu, Camil Ressu, Nicolae Tonitza, I. Ştefănescu, Ion Theodorescu- Sion, Nicolae Dărăscu, 

Alexis Macedonski, Ionescu Doru, Oscar Han and Traian Cornescu wanted to create an artistic bastion that would 

provide them with a framework where their aspirations can be revealed and offer them the legitimacy to seek a line 

of expansion and deepening of the ways of expression specific to Romanian art. During the period 1918 - 1924, the 

Romanian Art Society became the main attraction of the ideals of the artists who were mobilized on the front of the 

First World War and who contributed to the realization of works of art, of a high artistic level, grounded in the 

surrounding reality. Thus, the Romanian art becoming in this period the carrier of a humanist message based on the 

promotion of national specificity, a real landmark of the aesthetics of the time.  

 

Keywords: autochthonous aesthetics, artistic bastion, Romanian art, the Romanian Art Society 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Beyond the rumble of social and political life, 

in the context of the actions of 1918, which will be 

crowned by the event of the Great Union, de facto 

concluded on December 1, 1918, the cultural scene 

in the Romanian space will know, through the 

specifics of the artistic manifestations, a series of 

transformations, based on an intensive process of 

revalorization. In this sense, we witness an artistic 

avant-garde promoted and supported by important 

artists of the time, including: Stefan Dimitrescu, 

Camil Ressu, Nicolae Tonitza, I. Ştefănescu, Ion 

Theodorescu-Sion, Nicolae Dărăscu, Alexis 

Macedonski, Ionescu Doru, Oscar Han and Traian 

Cornescu. They have outlined a common 

framework of ideals and professional aspirations, 

which they have materialized in the creation of an 

association called Romanian Art and through its 

actions. 

The origins of the Romanian Art Society are 

among the actions taken in the second part of the 

First World War when, in the refuge from Iasi, 

artists were allowed to practice the craft on the 

front and moreover they were given the 

opportunity to create an association in which they 

would group and through which to express the 

avant-garde ideas they promoted and sustained. 

Thus, in circular order no. 9400 of June 23, 1917, 

of General Constantin Prezan, head of the General 

Staff of the Army, was intended to create the 

National Military Museum, which "would include, 

among other things, images representing “the 

moments of affliction, as well as the strain through 

which we hope to fulfill our national ideal” 

(Brezeanu, 1964:145). 

In this context, a number of 35 plastic artists, 

painters and sculptors, were mobilized by the 

General Headquarters of the Romanian Army in 

Iasi, and they were provided with the necessary 

means to carry out this artistic mission. According 

to the circular order no. 9400 of June 23, 1917, of 

General Constantin Prezan, the ensuring of the 

necessary means to achieve the artistic mission of 

the 35 plastic artists concerned: "1. These artists 

will be part of the General Headquarters (Section 3 

adjutant). Those who are not mobilized will be 

assimilated to the rank of lieutenant and will 

receive the salary and allowances due to this grade, 

and those mobilized, the rights of degree they 

have. 2. They will be allowed to go to the front and 

to the localities where they will be able to take 
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different sketches asking for the permission of the 

respective command or services. They will 

appreciate and decide on the requested permission, 

given the situation and local military 

circumstances. 3. For establish the identity of these 

artists, they will be issued personal permits from 

the Grand General Headquarters" (Brezeanu, 

1964:148). As far as artists are concerned, they 

committed themselves that all the works of art that 

they would conceive and execute would be 

entrusted to the state property, giving up any kind 

of reward in connection with their realization. 

On the back of the page on which the circular 

was drawn, the names of the sculptors and painters 

involved in this artistic mission were written: 

sculptors - Lieutenant Jalea Ion, Medrea Corneliu, 

O. Han, D. Măţăoanu, Al. Călinescu, Al. Talpoşin 

(Severin), G. Stănescu and painters - Lieutenant 

Stoica D., Lieutenant Teodorescu Sion, Lieutenant 

Cornescu Traian, Lieutenant Creţoiu Alexandru, 

Second Lieutenant Em. Lăzărescu, Second 

Lieutenant Brăescu Tache, Second Lieutenant Al. 

Poitevin, Aurel Băieşiu, C. Petrescu Dragoe, 

Troteanu Remus P., Aurel Constantinescu, Şt. 

Dumitrescu, Toma Tomescu, Niculescu Andrei, 

Negoşanu Grigore, N. Mantu, Camille Ressu, Al. 

Macedonsky, N Dărăscu, Bulgăraş Petre, Ionescu 

G. (Doru), Hîrlescu, Ion Mateescu, Briese O, 

Bacalu Constantin, Ignat Bednarik and were 

written in handwritten the names A. Chiciu and R. 

Hette (Brezeanu, 1964:148 - 149). 

The first result of this initiative was the 

organization of an exhibition containing 38 

paintings and 23 sculptures by 20 painters and 12 

sculptors, including the names of artists other than 

those initially involved in the great artistic mission. 

It was opened in January 1918 at the School of 

Belle-arts in Iasi, with the name: "Painting and 

sculpture exhibition of artists mobilized by 

M.C.G" (Brezeanu, 1964:145).  

 

2. GROUP ON THE FRONT, ROMANIAN ART 

AND REPRESENTATION OF THE IDEAL 

OF NATIONAL REUNIFICATION 

 

As a result of the harsh, poor and miserable 

living conditions that the artists mobilized by the 

Grand General Headquarters in Iasi faced during 

the First World War, they outlined a common 

framework of ideals and professional aspirations, 

which laid the foundation for what was called the 

Romanian Art Society. At the foundation of this 

association was the desire of artists to achieve a 

different kind of art than the one promoted at the 

time, namely: an art that is anchored in reality and 

illustrates the autochthonous specificity: "The 

spirit of sacrifice and abnegation of our people, 

who endured the horrors of the war, to which the 

artists themselves often participated as combatants 

on the front, inspired most of them the desire to 

create an art anchored in reality, traversed by 

humanity and dwelt on an autochthonous 

specificity" (Oprea, 1969:74). In this respect, in the 

house of the painter Şt. Dimitrescu from Iasi, part 

of the mobilized artists, signed the twinning 

document of the Romanian Art group, and on 

March 9, 1918 in Bucharest, the Romanian Art 

Society, whose president was Ion Theodorescu-

Sion, was founded. The founding artists -  Ştefan 

Dimitrescu, Camil Ressu, Nicolae Tonitza, I. 

Ştefănescu, Ion Theodorescu-Sion, Nicolae 

Dărăscu, Alexis Macedonski, Ionescu Doru, Oscar 

Han and Traian Cornescu - expressed their desire 

to make art through humanity and placed 

themselves in a position of adversity against the 

Artistic Youth Society, an important forum for 

launching and affirmation of artists of the time, 

which, according to the artists involved in the 

organization of the Society Romanian Art had 

become the bastion of an academic-romantic-

idyllic art, which was ruined by the surrounding 

reality:  
 

In the nineteenth year this is the seventeenth artistic 

exhibition of the "Youth";  years of war "Youth" is 

meant to mean in the history of society with two 

vine leaves... (Şirato, 1967:161)  

 

or  
 

indifference and passivity are in today's situation, 

sins that need to be removed by awakening the 

social sense. Nothing more damaging to the phase 

of a culture than ambiguity, nothing more 

disturbing than eternal compromises (Cisek, 

1967:194-195). 

 

According to its statute, published in 

Luceafărul magazine from 1919, the founders of 

the Romanian Art Society wanted to support and 

develop the contemporary painting and especially 

the popularization of the artistic works inspired by 

the history of the Romanian people. Because of the 

respect they enjoyed for the cult of national art, the 

statute set out as a goal:  
 

a) developing, spreading and encouraging beautiful 

arts; b) organizing annual exhibitions; c) research of 

the Romanian national sources: painting, sculpture, 

architecture, iconography, fabrics, bark, wood 

sculpture, pottery and everything related to national 

rustic decorative art, bringing them to the general 
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knowledge through exhibitions, publications, 

conferences, original works or reproductions of any 

kind. The exhibitions will take place all over of the 

country, especially in Transylvania ... to make 

known our plastic arts and the richness of our 

national art; d) creating a library and an art gallery; 

e) protection of all artistic monuments; f) 

encouragement of any national art work; g) 

supporting the members who form it and any other 

comrades even not part of the society (Oprea, 

1969:75). 

  

3. THE EXHIBITIONS OF THE ROMANIAN 

ART SOCIETY AND FORESHADOWING ITS 

NEW TRENDS 

 

On April 18, 1918, the founding artists of the 

Romanian Art Society, joined by N. N. Tonitza and 

Dimitrie Paciurea, opened the first exhibition of 

the newly established society in four halls of a 

shop located on Lapusneanu street no. 18, from 

Iasi, where all the exhibitions were organized at 

that time. They exposed the painters Traian 

Cornescu, Nicolae Dărăscu, Ştefan Dimitrescu, 

Ionescu Doru, Alexis Macedonski, Camil Ressu, 

Ion Theodorescu-Sion, Nicolae Tonitza and the 

sculptor Oscar Han.  

From the beginning there was a concern of 

artists directly involved in promoting their actions. 

Thus, on April 13, 1918, in the Neamul românesc 

magazine, appeared the article entitled "Painting 

and sculpture exhibition of artists mobilized in the 

Great General District", which brought to light the 

artists who exhibited and their art works. A similar 

article appeared in the same magazine on January 

30, 1918 as a result of the organization of the first 

such exhibition (Brezeanu, 1964:150).  

The organization of this exhibition takes place 

in the context in which the Artistic Youth Society 

invites the artists of the new avant-garde in 

Romania - the group on the front, concerned with 

the extension and deepening of the artistic 

expression of Romanian art, to participate in the 

exhibition organized in April 1918 to Bucharest. It 

is about an attitude that the new avant-garde take 

to distance themselves from Artistic Youth and to 

demonstrate divergences of opinions and artistic 

aspirations, especially in the context in which the 

representatives of the Artistic Youth to mask the 

refusal received have proposed to organize a 

retrospective Romanian art exhibition with works 

by missing or absent artists in the last 10 years, 

who were in state galleries or in private 

collections, including the names of artists 

associated with the front group such as Camil 

Ressu or Ion Theodorescu-Sion (Oprea, 1969:75). 

Thus, although they did not have the time to 

perform outstanding artistic works, this aspect was 

less relevant, since the new artists wanted to 

present their new artistic vision they had proposed 

and which the context calls for:  
 

... the short period of the previous exhibition of the 

Grand General Headquarters and, the unfavorable 

working conditions did not give them the 

opportunity to perform some special artistic works, 

but they made known their intentions to present the 

harsh reality of life " (Oprea, 1969:75-76). 

 

Moreover, the representatives of the Romanian 

Art Society criticized other aspects related to the 

place that the Artistic Youth in the Romanian 

artistic culture occupies. It was criticized how 

judging the works that were selected to be part of 

the time exhibitions, as well as the impartiality of 

the judges:  
 

You have not left us to live with you as equal, in the 

profession of our talent; you want us to grow in the 

shadow of your talents. And then why the 

quarantine exerted by any jury, in all its forms, 

towards us, before you came, and its absence from 

the members of the "Youth"? Not! We do not want 

it anymore, we're tired, we are not kids that need a 

nanny, we're just «well-known artists» now (Şirato, 

1967:137 - 138).  

 

Also, the representatives of the front group 

criticized the lack of depth and innovation, as well 

as the poor language of artistic representation 

promoted through the Artistic Youth:  
 

Looking at their artistic manifestations, we find 

that" Youth "ages: because alas - the artistic is left 

with only the kind, and its sadness, today, is a bad 

old age. Some of her members are artistically - if 

they do not happen to be those who have never been 

sturdy and healthy - irremediably ankylosed; others, 

conscious, apply painting in the colors of youth, 

simulating the effect of the tumult of youthful blood 

effluvium. However, we admit it to their youth 

early it was a struggle that ended with a successful - 

above all - economic one. The "Youth" organization 

has always presented itself to the public in a tight 

phalanx and annual, ending by imposing an "artistic 

taste" on the public. That he did not know how to 

cultivate this artistic taste [...] is the great guilt of 

"Youth" and is the reason that the furrow cut by it 

in the field of Romanian art is much wider than 

deep (Şirato, 1967:161)  

 

and  

 
No artistic orientation, that is, the rallying at a new 

or old school, decides the quality of an artistic 
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genre, but the expression of an extract of potential 

sensibility (Şirato, 1967:162 - 163). 

 

The mercantilist spirit is another feature 

associated with the Artistic Youth Society, 

criticized by artists representing the Romanian Art 

Society:  
 

It was the moment when the artists found, 

pleasantly surprised, that art can be not only a 

vocation but also a "business" [...] Today we see the 

result: artistic cohabitation and purely material 

interests have established, with time, a 

physiognomy related technique between different 

members and a fragile artistic conception at the 

common level (Şirato, 1967:162). 

 

Beyond all the criticisms brought to the Artistic 

Youth, the representatives of the front group bring 

to attention the necessity of a new artistic current, 

which is also concerned with the education of the 

public, a "healthy artistic stream, which removes 

the taste of the big public from everything that 

triumphs through triviality and affection" (Şirato, 

1967:138). But it must be independent in order to 

be successful and to impose a new space of art, in 

which honesty occupies a central role:  
 

... the reason, apart from the intimate anguish of 

"Youth", is that we believed the time to come to 

build our home where we would be host and not 

guests, that this place would be the temple of art in 

which we will serve the Holy Mystery of 

Communion, or will it be the shop where we will 

make art trade? We will be priests or merchants, 

according to circumstances and talents. And we, the 

public, bow down with respect for sincerity in any 

form and ultimately moral, as an effect (Şirato, 

1967:139).  

 

In addition, it is considered that the 

"awakening of the social sense" and the formation 

of the young people in the spirit of the authentic 

artistic values are needed:  
 

Romanian art will have to be a block from now on, 

a rock that will stop the penetration of so many 

mistakes and horrors in the mentality and in the 

spiritual image of the younger generations. Enough 

little things have been exalted to the rank of idol, 

many ridiculous and lying myths have been 

propagated by angry ignorant (Cisek, 1967:194). 

 

From 1917 to 1924, we can talk about the most 

prosperous period of the Romanian Art movement. 

The Romanian Art Society organized eight high-

level artistic exhibitions and gathered around the 

most representative Romanian artists. Through the 

ideals that has promoted, it has gradually acquired 

the prestige enjoyed by Artistic Youth, the latter 

becoming for a period of time, after the first world 

conflagration, a movement that only benefited 

from the aura of prestige it has achieved with many 

years ago. 

The second exhibition of the Romanian Art 

Society was organized in March 1919 in Bucharest, 

in the Arta Hall, on Franklin Street. In the minutes 

of March 10, 1919, concluded at the meeting of the 

members of the Romanian Art Society, it is 

specified that the opening of the exhibition will 

take place on March 22 at 11 a.m. (Brezeanu, 

1964:150). Within this exhibition, new founding 

members co-opted to the group members on the 

front. Among the exhibitors were: Mişu Teişanu, 

Gabriel Popescu, Ion Theodorescu-Sion, Traian 

Cornescu, Alexis Macedonski, Nicolae Dărăscu, 

Camil Ressu, Oscar Han, Ştefan Dimitrescu, 

Cornel Medrea, S. T. Tomescu, Marius Bunescu, 

Ion Jalea, Nicolae Tonitza, Ionescu Doru and 

others.  

The exhibition was organized together with the 

Artistic Youth and also in a space close to it (vis-a-

vis), in order to create "the possibility of 

confronting the quality and the two tendencies 

promoted" (Oprea, 1969:76). The representatives 

of the Romanian Art Society consistently presented 

the real life of towns and villages and, in addition, 

showed a special qualitative exigency. From the 

same minutes concluded on March 10, 1919, we 

find out that the entrance to the exhibition was 

paid:  
 

Entering exp. will be paid. On the opening day the 

entrance will be 10 lei for the people who do not 

have invitation and in the other days will be 2 lei. 

Monday will be free (Brezeanu, 1964:151). 

 

 and that there is a concern for the presence of 

one of the members of the society during the whole 

period of its opening: "It is decided that every day 

for the exhibition of the society to be present in the 

exhibition in turn one of the members of the 

society" (Brezeanu, 1964:151), as well as a 

concern to promote this action in the press:  
 

The following members are charged with giving 

advertisements to the newspapers: Toniţa, 

Ştefănescu I., Macedonsky, Ressu, T-scu Sion, 

Cornescu. Mr. Ştefănescu was charge to conceive 

the first poster" (Brezeanu, 1964:151). 

 

The 1920s, 1921s and 1922s brought three 

more exhibitions organized by the Romanian Art 

Society, which managed to surpass all the artistic 
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manifestations that took place in the capital of 

Romania at that time. The difference between the 

artistic quality of the exhibits present at their own 

events and those present at the Youth events was 

net in favor of Romanian Art. Among the members 

of these exhibitions were: Octav Băncilă, Marius 

Bunescu, Traian Cornescu, Nicolae Dărăscu, 

Ştefan Dimitrescu, Ionescu Doru, Iosif Iser, Alexis 

Macedonski, Theodor Pallady, Camil Ressu, 

Francisc Şirato, Ion Theodorescu-Sion, S. T. 

Tomescu, Nicolae Tonitza, Constantin Brâncuşi, 

Oscar Han, Ion Jalea, Cornel Medrea, Dimitrie 

Paciurea, Nina Arbore, S. Maur, Max Herman 

Maxy and others. The purpose of these artists was 

to fit the step "according to the aesthetic rhythm of 

the time" (Oprea, 1969:76) and to impose "a 

common artistic creed" (Şirato, 1967:141). 

The 1923 and 1924 society exhibitions brought 

an extra prestige to the organization, which was 

imposed on the Bucharest market as the main 

artistic movement in Romania. The movement has 

co-opted new members, some coming from the 

movement Artistic Youth, such as: Jean Al. 

Steriadi, Mişu Teişani, Dumitru Ghiaţă, Petre 

Iorgulescu-Yor. Correctness, punctiliousness and 

probity were the essential features of the selection 

of artworks that were exposed. Thus, in 1923, 168 

exhibits were presented, and in 1924 there were 

presented 88 works of art (Oprea, 1969:77).  

 

4. THE ROMANIAN ART COMPANY 

FULFILLED ITS PURPOSE! 

 

In 1924, N. Tonitza, Fr. Şirato, Şt. Dimitrescu 

and O. Han retreat from the Romanian Art 

Movement and will establish at the end of 1925 one 

of the most prestigious artistic associations formed 

in the interwar period in Romania, with the name 

"The Group of Four". This action, however, along 

with some animosities that had arisen among the 

members of society as a result of the fact that some 

of its members had begun to take up positions in 

the juries of the exhibitions and leadership 

positions to create their advantages, created a 

rupture within the Romanian Art Society, which led 

to its collapse. This was also contributed by the 

action of some members of the association who 

advocated the re-establishment of the Official 

Salon, hoping for a democratic opportunity to 

affirm all artistic talents (Oprea, 1969:77-78). 

An ultimate attempt to resuscitate the 

Romanian Art Society was carried out in 1927 by 

Ion Theodorescu-Sion, who "tried, unsuccessfully, 

the resurrection of the old group" (Brezeanu, 

1964:147). He  

 

takes the initiative of the re-establishment of 

Romanian Art as, as he writes to Fr. Şirato, on 

December 8, its appearance is very necessary now 

that «the growing tide of dilettantism and the 

derision of public taste create real harm to art and 

artists in Romania» (Oprea, 1969:78).  

 

Thus, at the beginning of 1928, part of the 

former members of the society, to which some 

young artists are added, rebuild the former 

Romanian Art Society. The re-emergence of 

society is positively welcomed by the press and by 

some of the art critics. 

In the spring of 1928, the new members of the 

society - Catul Bogdan, Constantin Brâncuşi, Leon 

Biju, Marius Bunescu, Nicolae Dărăscu, Henri 

Catargi, Ionescu Sion, Anastase Demian, Ion 

Jalea, Iosif Iser, Cornel Medrea, Aurel 

Kessler, Mihai Onofrei, Corneliu Mihăilescu, 

Theodor Pallady, Dimitrie Paciurea, Jean 

Alexandru Steriadi, Tache Papatriandafil, Tache 

Soroceanu and Ion Theodorescu-Sion organized an 

exhibition. However, art critics and the press do 

not receive enthusiastically many of the exhibits - 

55 oils and 10 sculptures are criticized (Oprea, 

1969:78).   

This situation has reduced interest in the 

movement that had just been revived, for it was a 

sign that the ideals that led to the birth of the 

movement were overwhelmed, and that others had 

slowly taken their place. Thus, the cultural 

necessity of asserting the conscience of the 

Latinity of the Romanian people, a fundamental 

principle that the artists representing the front 

group had sustained and promoted with great 

success between 1917 and 1924, had gradually and 

naturally been replaced by the necessity of creating 

an arts without concessions, "able to withstand the 

increasing wave of dilettantism and mediocrity" 

(Mihăilescu, 1928). The aspirations of the 

"Battalion of Revolutionaries," as N. N. Tonitza 

had pencil them and synthesized "Their Ideal: Art. 

Their weapon: sincerity. Their tradition: nature. 

Their enemy: the rancid of artificiality" (Brezeanu, 

1964: 148) had been replaced and a new way of 

referring to the creation and forms of artistic 

representation took its place.  

 

4. CONCLUSION 

 

The Romanian Art Society appeared in a 

context in which the political and social scene of 

the Romanian territory had events of great 

significance that would contribute to one of the 

most important national historical moments: the 
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Great Union, which led to the establishment of 

Great Romania. This was, in fact, the purpose for 

which Romania entered in the First World War on 

the Entente side. The role of the artists who formed 

the front group and who were involved in the war 

either as fighters or as true "war reporters", with 

the owl of rendering some of the history of the 

Romanian people in the images, to be testified over 

centuries, it was an overwhelming one. In this 

sense, the creation of the Romanian Art Society 

represented a moment of avant-garde manifestation 

that best responded to the artistic needs and ideals 

of the time. 

The activity of the Romanian Art Society 

enjoyed, for a period of seven years, a great 

resonance as an artistic movement in Romania. It 

has become the main initiator of the ideals of 

artists who have been mobilized on the front of the 

First World War and has contributed to the 

realization of works of art, of a high level of plastic 

and anchored in the surrounding reality. Thus, 

Romanian Art was the carrier of a humanist 

message, mainly supporting the national 

specificity. 
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Abstract: This paper deals with the recognition of Sfatul Ţării act of 27 March 1918 - the legal basis of the 

Bessarabia union with Romania - in international law, by the states who signed the 1920 Peace Treaty of Paris and 

by the Soviet Russia/Soviet Union. The final agreement of France, United Kingdom and Italy has been made 

possible because of a very active Romanian diplomacy and of some extreme measures like maintaining military 

troops in Hungary or abstaining from intervention in Soviet Russia even if the Western Powers insisted on this 

matter. US and Japan who did not sign and/or ratify the 1920 Peace Treaty of Paris did not refuse explicitly the 

recognition of the Bessarabia union with Romania. The Soviet Union recognition was de facto accomplished (at 

least according to the interpretation of the circumstances) after this country signed in 1933, together with Romania 

and other states, the Convention for definition of aggression. The absence of de jure recognition from the 

international community cannot lead to the conclusion that Bessarabia union with Romania has not been done 

according to the international law. As this paper shows, Bessarabia proclaimed its autonomy inside the Russian 

empire, then its independence and the union with Romania, in full respect of the self-determination principle.   
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Recognition of the union act of the Bessarabia 

Union with Romania on March 27, 1918 has met 

difficulties just from the very first moments. The 

Ukrainian Rada has protested against the Romanian 

Government, and the response came on april 20, 

1918. The Romanian Government’s note proved the 

Romanian majoritarian character of the territories 

between Prut and Dniestr, the accusations from the 

Ukrainian side being rejected. At Kiev, a similar 

request has been formulated on May 5 and it was 

rejected again on June 19. The Bolshevik 

government in Petrograd had the same approach, 

sending a protest note to the Central Powers. 

Although on 2 November 1917 Russia's Declaration 

of Peoples' Rights by which the peoples of the 

Russian Empire had the right to self-determination 

was passed, Foreign Affairs Commissioner Gheorghi 

Cicerin protested to the Central Powers about 

“Bessarabia's annexation by Romania”. Germany 

announced that objection to the Bucharest 

government but the position of Romania and 

Germany was the same, as Alexandru Marghiloman, 

prime-minister at that time, considered: Russia had 

already recognized the secession of Bessarabia under 

the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 

The Treaty of Peace signed at Buftea with the 

Central Powers implicitly recognized the union of 

Bessarabia with Romania. Austro-Hungary, at that 

time before the beginning of its dissolution, 

recognized this act in exchange for Romania’s 

“friendly” attitude (the lack of any claims to 

Transylvania, Bucovina and Banat). 

In the context of resuming the offensive on the 

West Front, Germany was ready to formally 

recognize the union with Bessarabia. There was no 

time for discussions on this issue due to the 

Romania’s return to the war operations in 

November, 1918. In this context, the US Secretary 

of State at Iași, Charles Vopicka, went to Chișinău 

on November 3, 1918 to officially declare that his 

country supports the membership of Bessarabia in 

the new Romanian unitary state.  

After March 27, 1918 Bessarabia was very 

close or even in some cases inside the theatres of 

military operations. The Dniester was not yet a 

recognized border with the USSR. In December 

1918 a Bolshevik offensive took place and the 

Dniester was forced into the Hotin area, the 

offensive being rejected by the Romanian army. 

The French Army temporarily occupied Odessa 

and Chişinău to help the Ukrainian anti-Bolshevik 

offensive. A junction of French military troops 
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with Romanian troops was made in Chişinău. After 

the departure of German troops from the territory 

of Ukraine, the Ukrainians began their incursions 

over the Dniester. 

In this context, the general opinion was that the 

union of Bessarabia with Romania will come 

naturally. As early as December 1918, the French 

Government created a group of experts to establish 

the frontiers that would result from the peace plan. 

On behalf of France, Emmanuel de Martonne was 

appointed to set the borders of Romania. He 

attributed Romania the entire territory between 

Prut and Dniester, the used argument being the 

percentage of 72% of the Romanian population. 

Not only the ethnic factor has been taken into 

account, but also the contribution to the war and 

the position on Bessarabia. France took note that 

Romania did not make claims related to Bessarabia 

during the military conflict, considering that the 

annexation of this province was the effect of 

exercising the right to self-determination. The 

French prime-minister Georges Clemenceau said 

on the occasion of the opening of the Peace 

Conference at Paris: “the fact that the issue of 

Bessarabia was to be regulated in favour of 

Romania constitute an element that cannot be 

neglected” (Micu, 2011:112). 

We may conclude that since the proclamation 

of the Union of Bessarabia with Romania on 

March 27, 1918 to the Peace Conference, the 

Western powers did not challenge this act, on the 

contrary they considered it as an effect of the right 

to self-determination that they encouraged. With 

the beginning of this Conference, the idea of 

correlating the recognition of the Union of 

Bessarabia on the basis of the overthrow of the 

Bolshevik regime appears: it is believed that a new 

Russia, liberated from Bolshevism, should be 

given certain concessions. The evolution of the 

military situation has made this idea to remain only 

at the project stage but its existence shows the 

additional difficulties that have existed with the 

official opening of the Peace Conference. 

 

2. THE PROCESS OF RECOGNITION 

 

The Peace Conference began on January 18, 

1919. The issue of recognizing the Union of the 

other historical provinces, except Bessarabia, with 

Romania was somewhat simpler because the 

successor states of Austria-Hungary were present 

at the negotiations. Soviet Russia was not 

represented and thus the issue of the recognition of 

the union of Bessarabia with Romania has a special 

status, and this region had not been part from an 

enemy-state of Entente, before the war.  

Meanwhile, the Bolshevik attacks on the 

Dniester border have been resumed, the last attack 

of this kind being rejected by the Romanian troops 

on February 14, 1919. Soviet Russia closely 

observed the Paris Peace Conference, the 

diplomacy of this country being strongly involved 

in the foreground of the Bessarabia problem. The 

policy of Soviet Russia was pursued on three levels 

simultaneously: subversive actions and Bolshevik 

propaganda; armed attacks on the vulnerable points 

of the border with Romania; the attempt to 

influence the opinion of the Western allies 

regarding the recognition of the Union of 

Bessarabia with Romania. 

The issue of Bessarabia is addressed for the 

first time on February 8, 1919. The British 

representatives insisted on the application of the 

ethnic principle but pointed out that it is important 

to bear in mind that the possible subsequent 

reproach of the Soviet Russia according to which it 

would be deprived of territories belonging to it, 

taking advantage of the precarious situation of the 

new Bolshevik State must be avoided. The French 

representative mentioned that this point of view 

corresponds to the principle of not taking into 

account the military occupations but showed that 

Bessarabia was forcedly annexed by the Russian 

Empire in 1812. The American, Italian and also 

British experts expressed doubts about the decision 

of Sfatul Ţării (doubts to be formally expressed by 

the Soviet Russia), but the Prime Minister Ion I.C. 

Brătianu rejected these arguments on 28 February 

1919. The Report of the Central Territorial 

Commission would recommend the establishment 

of the Romania’s borders on the Dniester. 

However, this report would be disputed by the so-

called Russian Political Conference in Paris, made 

up of diplomats of the former Russian Empire, and 

on March 9, 1919 this institution presented a 

memorandum against that report. The former high 

officials of the Russian Empire had other opinions 

before the opening of the Peace Conference (Micu, 

2011:114). 

The imminent recognition of the border 

between Romania and Soviet Russia on the 

Dniester made the Bolshevik efforts against 

Romania to intensify. Thus, the Soviet 

Commissioner Gheorghi Cicerin said: “We have to 

act, otherwise the Romanian’s border on Dniester 

will be recognized”. A plan of the Red Army’s 

offensive against Romania was adopted in 

Tiraspol, but the start of General Denikin’s 
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offensive redirected the military forces to 

counteract it. 

The Central Territorial Commission 

recommended to the Council of Foreign Ministers 

of Allied Powers the recognition of the union of 

Bessarabia with Romania. These recommendations 

were initially rejected by the US Secretary of State 

Robert Lansing, who stated that there was no 

competence of the Peace Commission with regard 

to a territory of a state which was not an enemy of 

the Allied Powers. In the Lansing’s view, no 

territorial changes could be made to Russia without 

the consent of that state, expressed by a legitimate 

government.  

But Bessarabia had gone through all the stages 

that justified the recognition of the union with 

Romania: the autonomy in relation to Russia, the 

declaration of independence on January 24, 1918 

and later of the union with Romania on March 27, 

1918. All these actions, in this succession, 

correspond to the application of the principle of the 

peoples’ self-determination, stated by the US 

President Woodrow Wilson.  

Since the Bessarabia problem has begun to 

become more complicated that it seemed at the 

beginning of the peace talks, the Romanian 

Government has adopted a new strategy: it has 

continued talks in Paris but has begun negotiations 

both with the Soviet Russia and the neighbouring 

countries. The representatives of France and Great 

Britain have conditioned the final recognition of 

the union of Bessarabia for the withdrawal of the 

Romanian troops from Budapest. 

In addition to the US hesitations on the 

circumstances of the declaration of the union of 

Bessarabia, the French and British governments 

have become increasingly reserved as efforts to 

stop the establishment of communism in Russia 

proved to be futile. The French Prime-Minister 

Georges Clemenceau sent a letter to Admiral 

Kolceak on behalf of the Allies in January 1920 

promising to assign Bessarabia in exchange for 

continuing the struggle against the Soviet power. 

Interestingly, the French Prime Minister 

considered at the time that Bessarabia should have 

been attributed to Ukraine, because it needed a 

solid Ukraine, a strong state between the USSR 

and Europe, and a guarantee against the expansion 

of Bolshevism in Europe. However, Romania had 

a tremendous advantage in this complicated 

situation: the presence of its military troops in 

Budapest. Alexandru Vaida - Voevod reported that 

during his visit to Paris to boost the works of the 

Peace Conference, France asked Romania to 

evacuate its territories beyond the western border 

as a price for the recognition of the union. 

Romania sought to delay this withdrawal as much 

as possible, invoking “technical” reasons until the 

recognition of the union. 

Romania still faced another great challenge in 

dealing with the Allies regarding the recognition of 

its union. France expected a Romanian-Polish 

alliance to launch an offensive against the Soviet 

Russia. Romania, however, had a more reserved 

attitude towards this initiative, as General Denikin 

was in favour of Bessarabia's reassignment to 

Russia (Micu, 2011:122). 

Romania has initiated parallel diplomatic 

contacts with the USSR. In the first stage, Soviet 

Russia accepted the solution of this problem in 

favour of Romania. The opening was due to the 

white-guard military offensive and the imminence 

of an attack by Poland, supported by France. A 

neutral Romania in this context was extremely 

important, hence the availability of dialogue. In 

fact, this was the continuation of the foreign policy 

started with the Brest-Litovsk Treaty: accepting the 

loss of any fixed-term territories, to be recovered 

by ideological pressure or armed force. 

In this complex negotiation process, Romania 

maintained its military presence in Hungary, with 

the withdrawal being delayed by the transition 

from the Vaida-Voevod government to the 

Averescu government. The withdrawal of March 

1920 led to progress in the recognition of the 

Union of Bessarabia, the ambassadors of the Allied 

states agreeing to accept the legal consequences of 

the act of 27 March 1918. The US continued to 

hesitate, even if Romania agreed with France and 

the United Kingdom to have an official reference 

to the recognition of minority rights. 

Soviet Russia was still preoccupied with stopping 

any possible outside armed aggression, as the Red 

Army was very vulnerable. For this reason, Soviet 

Russia has placed a new condition in the diplomatic 

negotiations: conditional on the recognition of the 

Union of Bessarabia with Romania of the obligation 

of Romania's neutrality in the event of a Soviet 

Russia conflict with a third state. 

These first diplomatic contacts were to be 

followed by others, much better outlined, in the 

form of recognizing the inviolability of the 

borders, after the signing of the treaty recognizing 

the Union of Bessarabia with Romania on 28 

October 1920. Representatives of France, Great 

Britain, Italy and Japan (the ambassador of this 

country to Paris signed a few days later), as well as 

those of Romania (Take Ionescu and Dimitrie 

Ghica) signed this treaty. The US did not sign it. 

Soviet Russia challenged him right from the 
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moment of signing, the protest note being 

addressed to the signatory parties on November 1, 

1920. This ended a first period in which many 

difficulties had been struck since the proclamation 

of the Union for its partial international 

recognition. We are talking about the conclusion of 

a first stage, because the signing of this treaty 

formed the subjective belief of the political class in 

Romania that the Bessarabia problem was thus 

finally settled. The ratification of the treaty and the 

subsequent negotiations with the USSR were 

considered to be minor problems in relation to the 

persuasion effort towards Western powers to 

recognize the Union of Bessarabia (Micu, 

2011:123). 

The Treaty was ratified by the United 

Kingdom in April 1922, by Romania in May 1922 

and by France in April 1924. On the occasion of 

the French Parliament vote, the USSR People's 

Commissariat for Foreign Affairs made a protest, 

considering this ratification as an inadmissible 

external interference during the Romanian-Soviet 

negotiations. Italy will ratify this treaty only in 

May 1927, considering it is important to give 

Romania and the USSR time to resolve the 

Bessarabia issue bilaterally. The United Kingdom's 

intervention, which considered the ratification of 

this treaty by Italy as very important, was decisive. 

The USSR aimed to prevent ratification of the 

treaty by European allies. The failure of this policy 

will direct the USSR in an entirely unexpected 

direction: initiating talks with Japan. This country 

signed in January 1925 a convention with the 

USSR on the settlement of the problem of the 

north of Sahalin, occupied in 1918 (Nouzille, 

2005:120)
.
 The signing of this convention will 

eventually lead to Japan's implicit commitment not 

to ratify the Union of Bessarabia's Treaty of 

Recognition that it had signed in 1920. Soviet 

Foreign Commissioner Gheorghi Cicerin gave 

clear instructions on channelling efforts to hinder 

the ratification of the treaty by Japan. 

The first contacts between the two countries 

took place in connection with the signing of the 

Convention on Principles of Cooperation between 

the USSR and Japan of January 20, 1925, when an 

exchange of notes took place between their 

representatives. Soviet Ambassador Karakhan said 

on this occasion that “on October 28, 1920, five 

states, including Japan, signed an agreement in 

Paris that acknowledged the annexation of 

Romania to the territory of Bessarabia belonging to 

the USSR”. Considering good relations between 

the USSR and Japan, the Soviet government says it 

hopes Japan will not ratify this treaty. In his note, 

Japanese Ambassador Ioshizava said that as long 

as the treaty is not ratified by all signatory 

European powers, the Government of Japan does 

not intend to ratify it. 

After the ratification of the treaty by Italy, the 

situation of Japan has become more complicated 

and the Soviet insistence has been resumed with 

greater intensity. Karakhan considered “the 

occupation of Bessarabia” depended on Japan, and 

ratification would mean that Japan join the struggle 

the United Kingdom is taking against the USSR. 

At a meeting with Soviet representative 

Dovgalevski, Japanese Foreign Minister Dabuty 

said the issue of ratification had not been officially 

announced and told that a Romanian minister 

Aurel Ion Vassiliu was accredited in Tokyo to 

meet with Prime Minister Tanaka, in order to know 

the Japanese position on the issue of Bessarabia. 

Dabuty opposed ratification but showed that there 

was a strong pressure on the Japanese government 

by the British, French and Italian diplomatic corps. 

In this context, the meeting between Dovgalevski 

and Tanaka took place on May 24, 1927, when the 

issue of Bessarabia was discussed. The Soviet 

diplomat said the USSR hoped the Japanese 

government would not want to worsen relations 

with Moscow and not ratify the Treaty of Paris. 

The Prime Minister of Japan has shown he is 

aware that ratification would be an unfair act 

against the USSR, but the refusal to ratify it would 

have been interpreted by signatory states as an 

unfair act to them after Japan signed it. Tanaka 

said his government is in a difficult situation, but 

promised to resolve this issue, given Japan's 

friendly policy towards the USSR. Japan 

eventually preferred a non-aggression treaty with 

the USSR rather than ratification of a treaty that 

would have attracted its hostility (Ţâcu, 2016). 

The accreditation of an ambassador to Tokyo 

from Romania in 1927 was late. From 

governments after 1918, it was a great negligence 

not to put a close relationship with Japan. During 

the Paris Conference and later, during the 

ratification of the Peace Treaty, Romania did not 

have adequate diplomatic representation in Japan. 

During the visit to Russia on 6 May 1917 Prime 

Minister Ion I.C. Brătianu contacted the Japanese 

ambassador to this country and sent him the desire 

to establish diplomatic relations. Japan was the 

only country in the Entente camp with which 

Romania did not yet have diplomatic relations. 

Brătianu has realized that Japan will be able to 

help Romania in achieving the objectives that 

warranted the entry into the war (Scumpieru, 

2017:25). Nicolae Xenopol was appointed 
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Ambassador in September 1917, presented his 

letters of accreditation to the Emperor of Japan in 

Tokyo, but died on December 18, 1917. The 

consequence was the failure to sign the Agreement 

for Establishing Diplomatic Relations between 

Romania and Japan. It is considered that the lack 

of signing of this Agreement does not mean that 

there were no diplomatic relations between the two 

countries, and the signing would have been strictly 

formal (Scumpieru, 2017:28). The Romanian 

Legation in Tokyo continued to function de facto 

through the work of Alexandru Bianu, the former 

private secretary of Nicolae Xenopol, until August 

1918. At the request of the Romanian Government, 

the Netherlands Legation took over the 

representation of Romania's interests in Japan. 

Between June and July 1920, Crown Prince Carol 

paid a visit to Japan, but the Romanian authorities 

did not take advantage of this moment to resume 

diplomatic relations at the level of representation 

through the ambassador. 

It is interesting to note that in a report on 

December 4, 1929, to the minister of foreign 

affairs, the Romanian diplomat George Stoicescu, 

who was staying for a period in Tokyo, mentioned 

after a meeting with the same Yoshizawa: 
 

I did not have the impression that Japan would have 

made any written commitment to the ratification of 

the treaty. However, I am convinced that Japan does 

not want to raise the issue of ratification, before 

resolving the main pending economic and political 

issues that it still has to deal with Russia. 

 

At that time, the Romanian diplomacy 

considered it was still possible to ratify the Peace 

Treaty in Paris by Japan, the same Romanian 

diplomat said: 
 

if from an unexpected cause there would be some 

coldness between these relationships, only in that 

context we could take advantage of the new 

situation and get the right moment to get ratification 

(Rădulescu, 2018). 

 

The same thinking prevailed in 1938, when 

Alexandru Creţianu formulated a report arguing 

the possibility of ratification of the Treaty of Paris 

by Japan, in the context in which the Japanese 

ambassador to the USSR had evoked this 

possibility to some Romanian diplomats (Ciupercă, 

1996:38). 

Romania tried to achieve the recognition of the 

Union of Bessarabia by the Soviet Russia / USSR 

both before and immediately after the signing of 

the 1920 treaty. A first attempt to reach a 

compromise, subsequent to the signing of that 

treaty was the Warsaw negotiations in 1921 

between the envoys of the two states (Filality and 

Karakhan respectively). These discussions will be 

influenced by Lenin's position of August 21, 1921, 

which puts the issue of Bessarabia in a totally 

unfavourable sense of recognition of the union of 

this province with Romania. Soviet diplomats 

insisted in these negotiations on the link between 

recognition and the payment of sums that would 

have accounted for the share of Bessarabia in the 

public debt of the Russian Empire, equivalent to 

the value of the public property of Bessarabia 

taken over by Romania (Micu, 2011:155). After 

1922, the USSR regained its international stance 

and was taken into account by the great European 

powers. As a result, Romania's position in the 

bilateral negotiations is greatly weakened. 

The delegates of Romania and the USSR met 

in Vienna in March 1924, the issue of the Union of 

Bessarabia being put forward with substantive 

arguments. The position of Soviet diplomats was 

that the Sfatul Ţării had no right to decide on such 

an important issue. In the Soviet vision, the Sfatul 

Ţării were organized with the sole purpose of 

temporarily managing Bessarabia until the 

convening of the Bessarabia Constituent 

Assembly. The meeting of 27 March 1918 was 

seen as one that occurred in the face of non-

compliance with its own rules. At the meeting of 

27 November 1918, when the decision on the 

incorporation of Bessarabia into Romania was 

made, 46 out of 162 members of the council were 

present and this issue was not put to the vote. The 

decisions of Sfatul Ţării were considered by the 

Soviet side to be taken under the pressure from the 

Romanian military occupation. The USSR has 

advocated in these negotiations that the Council's 

decisions cannot be recognized and that a 

referendum is necessary in Bessarabia. The treaty 

signed in 1920 was for the first time officially 

considered by the USSR to have no legal value 

(Geblescu, 2013:121). 

The Romanian delegation responded through 

an official memo to these considerations. The 

presentation of the contents of this memorandum is 

fundamental for the qualification of the act of 27 

March 1918 as the legitimate expression of the 

Union of Bessarabia with Romania. 

First, it is shown that the Romanian army 

entered Bessarabia only on January 18, 1918, after 

the establishment of the local bodies of self-

determination, and the coming was in response to 

the invitation of the Sfatul Ţării of December 24, 

1917. After the moment of the Romanian troops' 
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entry, all the power institutions have been 

maintained intact, with the initiative of constituting 

the Sfatul Ţării. The Union’s proposal was put on 

the agenda on 25 March 1918 and was subsequently 

discussed for three consecutive days. There were 

only 30 abstentions and only 3 votes against, and 87 

council members voted for. The Romanian troops 

were not in the assembly. The Council of the 

Country was, in the view of Romania's diplomats, a 

body set up on the same basis as the Diets that 

formed in Ukraine, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, 

Russia, where under the same conditions 

autonomous and then independent states have been 

recognized by the Soviet governments and all 

governments of Europe. The Sfatul Ţării had the 

right to dispose of the fate of the province it 

represented. In the view of Romanian diplomacy, if 

the Soviet government resorts to the hint of the 

necessity of a Constituent, it should oppose its 

attitude to the Constituent of its own country (after 

the coming of power to the Bolsheviks, the 

constitutional elections as a result of the February 

1918 revolution, have not occurred; see Figes, 2016 

and Courtois, 2017). The November 27, 1918 vote 

of the Sfatul Ţării was already considered an 

internal problem of Romania, since the Union Act 

of 27 March 1918 was already recognized. Romania 

also used the argument of the 1918 parliamentary 

elections: the elected representatives of Bessarabia 

in the Romanian Parliament on the occasion of the 

1919, 1920, 1922 elections did not question the 

Union's act of March 27, 1918. The Council’s 

decision is the manifestation of the clear will of the 

Bessarabia population to unite with Romania. The 

conclusion was that “only by a definitely qualified 

act of self-determination and by its incontestable 

right, Bessarabia returned freely to Romania.” 

Regarding the issue invoked by the USSR 

concerning the absence of a referendum, the 

Romanian side argued in the following way. The 

lack of a referendum was systematically invoked by 

the USSR, but the Soviet Union governments did 

not use the referendum as a means of resolving 

political difficulties. Not by the referendum the 

power of the Soviets was established, and not by the 

referendum, “the Soviet government imposed the 

fate of the populations of the old Russian Empire 

and those who were later embedded in the Union.” 

Moreover, the representatives of Romania, even 

Trotsky, argued in his work The fundamental 

problems of the revolution of 1923 argued about 

Georgia: 
 

The proposal to remove Soviet armies from Georgia 

and to hold a referendum, under the control of 

mixed commissions composed of socialists and 

communists, is an inferior imperialist trap under the 

democratic flag and national self-determination. 

 

The Romanian delegation stated that it is 

legitimate to ask the Soviet part to hold a 

referendum on the self-determination of ethnic 

Romanians who live “east of the Dniester” but will 

not do so. The organization of a referendum in 

Bessarabia at that time (1924) was considered to 

generate a flagrant contradiction between Romania 

and its allies, since a Peace Treaty that recognized 

the Union of Bessarabia was signed. Negotiations 

ended with the Soviet government declaring not to 

recognize the 1920 Paris Peace Treaty. 

The Romanian-Soviet negotiations were 

resumed in Riga in January 1932 with a view to 

concluding a non-aggression pact, but the Soviet 

delegation refused to sign such a pact in which the 

Bessarabia dispute was not mentioned and refused 

to give a precise definition of the territory over 

which aggression could take place. 

The issue of recognizing the Union of 

Bessarabia with Romania by the USSR was to be 

solved in part by signing by the two states of the 

Convention on the Definitions of Aggression on 

July 4, 1933, to which also being part Estonia, 

Latvia, Poland, Turkey, Persia, Afghanistan and 

then Finland. It is specified that the territory over 

which the aggression of a state cannot take place is 

the territory in which the signatory states signed 

the Convention. Thus, the USSR did not formally 

recognize the union of Bessarabia with Romania 

but acknowledged that it had renounced 

Bessarabia, both on the road of force (by 

renouncing aggression) and peacefully. The proof 

of this last part of the conclusion is the statement 

of Soviet Foreign Minister Maxim Litvinov to the 

Minister of Foreign Affairs of Romania Nicolae 

Titulescu: 
 

I know that in principle signing this Convention we 

gave you Bessarabia. If I cannot recognize this 

officially, it is because of the difficulties I would 

have with my public opinion ... But when I commit 

myself never to make an aggression on Bessarabia 

and that I cannot ask for the revision, not only 

because the USSR is not a member of the League of 

Nations, but because in principle we are against the 

revision, because it means war, how could I get 

Bessarabia back? (Geblescu, 2013:276) 

 

The signing of the 1933 Convention between 

Romania and the USSR determined the United 

States that had not signed the Paris Peace Treaty to 

change its attitude. State Secretary Cordel Hull set 
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out in a memorandum addressed to President 

Roosevelt how to reach the recognition of the 

Union of Bessarabia with Romania and proposed 

that from 1 July 1933 immigration quotas should 

refer only to Romania and avoid registering the 

name of Bessarabia for the Romanian citizens 

coming from this region. On the basis of the 

approval of this Memorandum, it can be said that 

the United States made a de facto recognition of 

the Union of Bessarabia with Romania.  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS  

 

In conclusion, even if from March 27, 1918 

until the beginning of the Peace Conference in 

Paris, the Union of Bessarabia with Romania was 

not questioned, being even given as an example of 

the application of the principle of self-

determination, this act was not finally recognized 

by all parties that participated in the negotiation of 

the Paris Peace Treaty. The agreement of France, 

Great Britain and Italy was possible due to a highly 

active diplomacy of Romania that did not hesitate 

to resort to extreme measures to recognize the 

Union of Bessarabia (keeping troops in Hungarian 

territory, abstaining from actions against Soviet 

Russia despite pressures even from the signers of 

the Peace Treaty). 

It is important to underline that none of the 

states that have ratified, signed or ratified the Paris 

Treaty - Japan or the United States - did not 

explicitly refuse to recognize the Union of 

Bessarabia with Romania. This act was thus finally 

recognized by all states that participated in the 

Paris Peace Conference. The reservations 

expressed for signature / ratification were 

generated by the general positioning of these states 

towards the USSR. Recognition by the USSR was 

also de facto, following the signing of the 1933 

Convention, or rather by interpreting the 

circumstances of this episode. 

In any case, the absence of a fully valid de jure 

recognition by the international community cannot 

lead to the conclusion that the Union of Bessarabia 

with Romania did not comply with international 

law. As we have seen, Bessarabia has gone through 

all the steps necessary for the decision of the Sfatul 

Ţării of 27 March 1918 to be fully legitimate and 

to be considered the indisputable basis for the 

recognition of the Union of Bessarabia with 

Romania: Bessarabia proclaimed its autonomy to 

the Russian Empire - declared independence on 

January 24, 1918, and later decided without any 

external constraints on joining Romania. The 

principle of the self-determination of peoples, as 

expressed by the US President Woodrow Wilson, 

has been fully respected, like all the other 

principles of international law that were recognized 

at that time and are still functioning today. 
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Abstract: The present article analyses two recent fictional reiterations of Count Dracula’s topos – namely, Alucard 

in Kouta Hirano’s Hellsing manga series (1997-2008) and Fifi/FAD (Florin Anghelescu Dragolea) in Alexandru 

Muşina’s novel Dracula’s Nephew (2012) – as two rather authoritative contemporary references modifying the 

vampiric epitome originally outlined by Bram Stoker (and others). The focus is set on the evolution of ‘nation 

branding’ related elements reflected inside the common fictional paradigm. More specifically, this imagological 

investigation revolves around the ethical-symbolic dimension of the two selected contemporary works, in its 

particular relation to the controversial tendency of ‘branding’ Romania (or Transylvania) as the ‘actual’ homeland 

of the vicious vampire count. The ethical response both works imply is distinctive as well as significant, in the sense 

that it illustrates a current tendency towards what will be referred to in the present study as a ‘pop-cultural 

détente’.  

 

Keywords: nation branding; popular culture; manga; vampire; Dracula. 

 

 

1. THEORETICAL GUIDELINES 

 

It is common knowledge that the original 

definition of the concept of ‘branding’ is closely 

related to marketing. Much in the same line of 

thought, ‘nation branding’ is typically defined as 

“the application of corporate marketing concepts 

and techniques to countries, in the interests of 

enhancing their reputation in international relations” 

(Kerr, Wiseman, 2013:354). Nevertheless, even in 

this traditional (i.e. ‘functional’, ‘materially-

oriented’) definition, certain fiction-related elements 

are still inherent to the concept, since ‘branding’ is 

still seen as “a marketing tool associated with 

perception, image, mental associations in the minds 

of target groups” (Vuiginier, 2016:5). This means 

that imaginative creation, narrative patterns 

(especially popular ones), stereotypes, mythopoetic 

production – in a word, fiction (in the broadest 

sense of the word) and fictional topoi are a part of 

any process of brand-generation.  

Now, while the meaning of the concept of 

‘topos’ – a fictional motif, theme or reoccurring, 

structured discursive convention – is quite clear in 

comparative literature and cultural studies, things 

are a little less axiomatic when it comes to the idea 

of ‘pop/popular culture’. Taking many forms 

according to various competing or successive 

theoretical definitions, this rather controversial 

notion will be used within the framework of the 

present approach in a (mildly) Gramscian 

connotation. As such, ‘popular culture’ will be 

understood as a terrain of artistic production where 

significant cultural negotiation between the masses 

and institutionally-produced discourses occurs. 

Unrestricted, in our view, to strictly consumerist 

productions, the concept extends in such a way as to 

encompass elements issued by different ‘alternative 

culture(s)’ or ‘subculture(s)’, in those cases where 

the cultural product reaches massive acclaim or 

exerts significant influence. The concept will hence 

broadly oppose the notion of artistic ‘canon’, i.e. 

those productions issued or validated (so far) as 

‘high culture’ by a certain cultural establishment. In 

this line, we approach John Storey’s definition of 

‘popular culture as Other’ (Storey, 2001:14-15). 

Coming back, at this point, to the notion of 

‘nation branding’, most of the recently-issued 

theoretical syntheses similarly concur towards the 

conclusion that there is more than one plausible 

understanding of the term. In a rather influential 

study on the concept, Nadia Kaneva identifies three 

basic possible viewpoints on ‘nation branding’: a 

technical / economic perspective, a political 

perspective and a cultural / critical perspective, 

respectively (Kaneva, 2011). Of course, this clear-
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cut, three-fold distinction is merely heuristic, but as 

it is rather intuitive, it serves our immediate purpose 

of delineating the range of meaning we are 

interested in. Concretely, the present study thus falls 

into the category/range of cultural approaches, since 

it basically envisages “a critique of nation 

branding’s discourses and practices as they relate to 

national identity, culture, and governance” (Kaneva, 

2011:127)
1
.   

Another initial remark worth making here 

would be that the perspective on Dracula’s myth as 

a nation branding phenomenon that I am proposing 

is (again, in Kaneva’s terms) constructivist
2
, in the 

sense that the spotlight is rather set on the evolution 

of the allogenic stereotype as an identity-related 

issue
3
. In other words, the main pursuit of this study 

is basically imagological in nature, as it analyses 

and interprets some recent (and perhaps, significant) 

changes in the features of an image still 

automatically (and traditionally) associated with 

Romania and its identity. 

  

2. DRACULA AS A HETEROGENIC 

NATIONAL BRAND 

 

“I’ve asked a few British what they knew about 

Romania. You would be surprised to hear that 

number one on the list was Dracula / Transilvania. 

                                                             
1
 This is why, for any references and discussions related 

to Dracula as an economic asset or to governmental 

policies related to reputation management or 

exploitation, see, for instance, A. Sepi’s (2013), Nation 

Branding: The Case of Romania (E/IR&CD), 

www.culturaldiplomacy.org. Available:  

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/pdf/case-

studies/Andreea_Sepi_-_Nation_Branding_-

_The_Case_of_Romania.pdf.[03.04.2018]), pp. 5-6 (the 

chapter referring to Dracula Park); A. N. Candrea, A. 

Ispas, E.N. Untaru & F. Nechita (2016), Marketing the 

Count's way: how Dracula's myth can revive Romanian 

tourism, in Bulletin of the Transilvania University of 

Braşov, Series V: Economic Sciences. Vol. 9 (58), No. 

1. 83-90 or C.-M. Prelipceanu, op. cit., ed. cit.  
2
 For a more detailed description of the ‘constructivist’ 

approach on nation branding as opposed to 

‘essentialism’, see Kaneva, ed. cit., 129-130. 
3
 This is why the present analysis will also refrain from 

expressly contrasting the stereotype/brand against 

historical, social or cultural realities, figures or places in 

Romania. For such approaches, see, for instance, 

Monica Hărșan, Bram Stoker et la genèse d’un 

stéréotype géoculturel : « la Transylvanie hantée », in 

L. Dupuy, J.-Y. Puyo. L’imaginaire géographique. 

Entre géographie, langue et littérature. Pau: Presses de 

l’Université de Pau et des Pays de l’Adour, col. 

Spatialités. 209-222.  

Some of them were uncertain if that was in 

Romania”, said PR specialist Trevor Morris, cited 

by nation-branding.info in 2008. And he is but one 

in a long list of specialists still ranking Dracula first 

of all Romanian national brands when it comes to 

international popularity
4
. Of course, the economic 

aboriginal exploitation of this hetero-image has 

generated its own complementary fictions and topoi 

(such as, for instance, Bran Castle’s fictional 

assignment as ‘Dracula’s Castle’). Also, the 

popularity of the fictional vampire count and his 

(far-fetched) association with one of the most 

notorious Romanian historical figures – Vlad the 

Impaler – has generated critical reaction among 

Romanian scholars, who strived to clarify (and 

over-clarify) the scientific incongruences – and the 

deficiencies with respect to political correctness – of 

this imaginary fusion.  But between such scholars 

who, offended by the Count’s bloody countenance, 

attempt to dismiss Dracula and his authority as an 

identity brand and those conversely militating in 

favour of a cleverer commercial exploitation / 

governmental policy in the matter, not many locals 

pause to consider the actual image and its fictional 

potential as a discourse
5
 in itself. That is to say, the 

force of purely fictional productions (literary works 

or graphic novels, cinematic productions etc.), 

understood as a potential ‘brand-producing’ 

mechanism, should perhaps be reconsidered, as they 

still seem to be unparalleled in terms of influence by 

both scholarly work and the bare media/PR 

strategies employed so far by Romanian 

governance. But let us first briefly overview the 

actual fictions, their inner structures – and the 

nation-branding connotations behind this famous 

literary topos.  

 

3. THE FICTIONAL TOPOI: A VAMPIRIC 

ARCHETYPE AND ITS AVATARS 

 
3.1 A few remarks on a classic: Count 

Dracula. Since there is a lot of scholarly literature 

analysing this (nowadays, archetypal) stereotype, I 

will just briefly review some less-known aspects 

and their implications for Romanian identity. 

To begin with, it is significant to note that 

Stoker’s Count Dracula is not singular or unique as 

a representation, but rather the last (and most 

prominent) element in a string of popular Western 

European 19
th
 century Gothic fictional depictions of 

                                                             
4
 For further details, see Prelipceanu, C.-M. (2015:157). 

5
 In a mild Foucauldian definition of the term, i.e. a 

social system’s produced knowledge and meaning as a 

position of power.  

http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/pdf/case-studies/Andreea_Sepi_-_Nation_Branding_-_The_Case_of_Romania.pdf.%5b03.04.2018
http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/pdf/case-studies/Andreea_Sepi_-_Nation_Branding_-_The_Case_of_Romania.pdf.%5b03.04.2018
http://www.culturaldiplomacy.org/pdf/case-studies/Andreea_Sepi_-_Nation_Branding_-_The_Case_of_Romania.pdf.%5b03.04.2018
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vampires and/or vampiric figures. Little is said on 

the fact that Bram Stoker’s interest in a vampiric 

Transylvania was, for instance, preceded by Jules 

Verne’s nearly-supernatural Transylvania in The 

Carpathian Castle (1892). It is also almost 

unknown that Dracula’s emergence follows a series 

of writings featuring a similar (and rather 

successful) character: Lord Ruthven, a vampire of 

non-specified national appurtenance, first starring in 
Dr. John William Polidori in the short story The 

Vampyre in 1816. This first notable representation 

of an aristocratic, sensual, but ruthless vampire 

generated a whole series of literary reiterations, 

among which one by none other than the famous 

Alexandre Dumas père (The Vampire, 1865, drama)
6
.  

There are striking similarities in the narrative 

scheme as well. The vampire (or vampiric figure) 

dangerously charms his way into the civilised world 

by manipulating a young, inexperienced European 

nobleman. But if Lord Ruthven was originally a-

national and a-geographical, with Dumas’ rendition, 

the topos of his fictional (ancient, aboriginal, 

excessively rocky and richly forested) country 

visibly evokes Dracula’s. Moreover, the vampire’s 

homeland is placed in Circassia, on the north-

eastern shore of the Black Sea. Later, with Jules 

Verne’s baron Rodolphe de Gortz, the image of a 

dark (obscurantist / occult) Transylvania emerges 

and gets to be associated with the already shaped 

stereotype of the aristocratic vampire.  

Bram Stoker’s Dracula (1897) is thus the 

successor of a rather prosperous 19
th
 century 

popular literary tradition in which the vampiric 

figure of another (or an ‘other’, heterotopic
7
) Europe 

comes into shape and is gradually associated with 

Transylvania, a region which was just struggling to 

place itself on the map of Europe at the time, but 

was still widely unknown to the majority of the 

public. Attached to Romanian identity on-the-go, as 

a sort of a dark-romantic, gothic-horror topos 

basically opposing the positivist-rationalist spirit of 

the ‘civilised world’, and bringing a half-horrifying, 

half-alluring mystical primitiveness into the public 

eye, the image of the obscurantist, delayed Other 

might have generated both an unsettling sensation 

and a certain melancholic revival of Europe’s 

(already) lost mystical / magical past – a 

                                                             
6
 Namely: Lord Ruthven or the Vampires, 1820, novel 

by Cyprien Bérardand; The Vampire, 1820, novel by 

Charles Nodier, adapted for the London stage by James 

Robinson Planché and re-played at least four times 

within the same year. 
7
 Both terms are used in their Foucauldian sense, as 

defined in Of Other spaces [Espaces autres]. (1967).  

combination which most likely converged into the 

tremendous success of the initial Gothic topos.
8
 Its 

echo in Western consciousness was, as we know, 

amazingly powerful, spawning an extensive 

vampire subculture in the 20th century. Still, let us 

maintain that, as a representation of otherness, it 

remains in many ways a less-than-flattering and ill-

documented depiction.  
 

3.2 Alucard, the vampire hunter (1997-2008; 

2001-2006; 2001-2002; 2006-2012)
9
. Of course, the 

famous vampire is also a presence in various 

vampire comic series and graphic novels, usually 

making secondary-character majestic appearances 

as the unsurpassed ancestor of all vampires. In 

contrast, Kouta Hirano’s Alucard plays the role of 

the protagonist in the Japanese Hellsing series – 

initially a manga (graphic novel) series, futher 

developed following its popularity into two anime 

(animation) series and doubled over by a prequel 

manga (Hellsing: The Dawn, by the same author).  

Obviously, the character’s name reads ‘Dracula’ 

in reverse, pointing out to the old blood’s 

conversion into a vampire hunter, an enemy of his 

own kin (so, a supposedly positive character), as he 

joins Hellsing, a British secret organisation designed 

to fight emerging supernatural menaces brought 

about by the Undead. The reasons for which he does 

so are (and remain) inexplicit: even if he apparently 

swore an oath of faith to his old archenemy, 

Abraham Van Hellsing (whose descendant, Sir 

Integra Hellsing is the current head of the 

organisation), he still seems to act as if out of sheer 

boredom. More than that, he is in a permanent 

search for a truly challenging, perhaps deadly 

opponent.  

The character is mysterious and intimidating in 

many ways. His brutality and lust for blood, his 

fierce, unpredictable, untameable nature and 

appearance, his rather beastly sadomasochistic and 

uncommunicative attitude and his formidable 

vampiric powers bring sheer charisma into the 

character and give it the stature of an elemental 

force. However, there is a second dimension to this 

                                                             
8
 I have extensively developed this thesis in a scientific 

(see Hărşan, 2014). 
9
 The mentioned periods of time correspond to the 

successive continuations and video transpositions of the 

series, as follows: 1997-2008 – Hellsing, the original 

10-volume issue of the manga (published in Young King 

OURs magazine, Tokyo: Shōnen Gahōsha); 2001-2006 

– Hellsing – The Dawn, a manga 10-volume prequel 

(id., see above); 2001-2002 – the 13-episode Hellsing 

TV Series’ original run; 2006-2012 – the 10-episode 

OVA series Hellsing Ultimate (release date). 
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protagonist which actually provides him with 

unparalleled charm: he is also awash in dark 

humour. Utterly charismatic, but rather monstrous 

as a physical presence, he tends to look pretty 

hilarious in his frill shirt adorned with a red cravat, 

white gloves and generally, in the oldish-

gentlemanly 19
th
-century-like, scarlet attire making 

out his uniform, as his dandyish clothes never quite 

seem to properly suit his unnaturally tall and bony 

appearance and messy hairdo. Also, the weapons he 

carries are unusual (to say the least): two 

preposterously-dimensioned, large-calibre handguns 

(named Jackal and Casull), charged with 

consecrated bullets purposefully issued by the 

Protestant Church are meant to put his ordinary 

opponents to (eternal) rest. And last, but not least, 

he has a hilariously hideous, toothy grin.  

In what concerns his true identity, he gloriously 

reveals it as the plot of the initial series reaches its 

peak – more specifically, as he manages to impale 

his ultimate foe and shows collosal, ungovernable 

force: he is both Dracula, the supreme vampire, and 

Vlad the Impaler, hereby presented as a Christian 

warlord having long fought the Ottomans and 

ultimately turned his back on God as he was 

eventually defeated and executed by them. The 

anime rendition of the scene in the TV series is 

monumental, as the protagonist’s face – normally 

well shaved and framed by an unruly short haircut, 

usually hidden beyond his rounded specs and a 

large, floppy hat – intentionally gives away, by 

means of a mere shadow play, its stunning 

resemblance to the most famous portrait of Vlad 

Ţepeş. This wordless avowal is followed in the 

later-issued OVA by further reassertion, as he 

appears in some sequences cloaked in a dark cape, 

wearing long, dark hair and a moustache, much in 

the manner of the Impaler. 

Thus, Alucard seems to correspond, in general, 

to the wider stereotype of the ultimate vampire; still, 

there are some notable particularities which are 

worth mentioning. First, the character’s half 

ridiculous appearance – stemming from the 

organisation’s absurd efforts to civilise him is also 

doubled by the fierce dark humour of his rarely 

articulate commentaries. For instance, he would 

laugh at a disabled opponent’s desperate attempt to 

launch a last attack, and ask if he should really fear 

dying by being ‘chewed to death’ by his broken, 

armless adversary.   

Then, there is a visibly hyperbolic lust for 

violence attached to this character: just killing an 

enemy is never enough for this mentally deranged 

vampire. Sadistic chopping, blood baths and even 

masochism (as he frequently invites his enemies to 

slay him and provides them with occasions to do so) 

result in intentionally-exaggerated, Tarantino-like 

displays of physical violence. Touching the absurd, 

and thus turning most battle scenes into parodic, 

farcical parades, Alucard’s own moped tone and 

sickly-ironic comments, as well as the willed 

repetitiveness of the scenario add up to generate a 

striking of their nonsensical character. The non-

sense hence hints to an implied meta-discourse on 

the repetitiveness of the explicit violence typical for 

the manga/anime Shōnen/Seinen culture
10

 (which 

are sometimes directly hinted at via hidden 

references), but not exclusively (as references go as 

far as including bloody Victorian plays such as 

Shakespeare’s tragedies, for instance). Also, there is 

a legibly critical take on the very topos of the 

bloodthirsty, morally ambiguous superhero often 

presented and/or perceived as a positive character, 

as well as on the topos of the hero’s (all-justifying) 

over-professionalism specific to so many 

contemporary action-movies (and narratives in 

general) – as Alucard is ostentatiously over-efficient 

and ultra-professional, as well as obsessive in his 

work. Third, there is also a subtle innuendo that the 

anti-hero’s emotional immunity/numbness to 

bloodshed resonates with the public’s unconscious 

emotional immunisation to (and saturation with) 

obsolete, gratuitous and unreasonable adrenalin-

filled story patterns.  

As far as the discrepancies in relation to the 

original stereotype Alucard brings along (beyond its 

ironic hyperbolising), two aspects are also worth 

noting. First, the fact that the personal history of the 

manga hero shows an increased awareness (and 

perhaps more thorough documentation) in what 

concerns the historical figure of Vlad Ţepeş, who is 

this time correctly associated with Christianity and 

the wars against the Ottomans – even if the cruelty 

of his demeanour is fictionally motivated by his 

satanic turn. Second, the fact that Țepeş/Dracula is, 

in this case, the protagonist of the story and, in spite 

of all his moral/mental issues, he is definitely not all 

bad. In fact, Alucard joins the cause of the Good, 

and despises the undead. More than that, it is 

suggested in the Ultimate OVA that he is actually 

incessantly seeking for his own death both out of a 

need for redemption and because of his low self-

esteem, which, combined to the never-ending 

boredom of his infinite existence, progressively 

turns into sheer depression. Now, both these 

                                                             
10

 Types of manga/anime whose main target audience is 

made out of a male public (adolescent and older, 

respectively), and which is notoriously dense in fighting 

scenes.  
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features show a deeper concern for political 

correctness, a pursuit Stoker (or Verne, for that 

matter) obviously ignored. Additionally (and 

accidentally, to all appearances), low self-esteem is 

more often than not mentioned as one of the traits 

plaguing Romania’s public image (see, for instance, 

Prelipceanu, 2015:158).  

To sum up, in all his apparent barbarity, 

Hirano’s Alucard makes up a more aware, self-

conscious, documented and updated rendition of the 

initial stereotype’s national implications, as the 

character’s cultural appurtenance and affiliation 

become altogether secondary to its showy biological 

otherness and psychological alienation – or, in a 

word, to its individual difference, which puts its 

problematic singularity first and makes its 

metafictional traits move to the centre of attention. 

Consequently, Hirano’s take on the paradigmatic 

vampire moves away from nation-branding 

elements (or from the temptation to produce cultural 

labels), by displacing the emphasis laid on 

Transylvania as an emblematically Gothic-horror 

territory and shifting the public focus towards the 

narrative, i.e. the weirdly dramatic individual 

difference of the protagonist and the (meta)fictional 

potential of ingenious intertexts. 
 

3.3 Dracula’s nephew, the faint-hearted 

professor (2012)
11

. Yet another parodic reprise of 

Count Dracula’s topos is the sarcastic fictional 

construction of an alternative self-image articulated 

in Alexandru Muşina’s seemingly pop-fictional 

enterprise in the satiric campus-novel Dracula’s 

nephew, published in Romania in 2012. However, 

quite opposite to Hirano’s rendition (which is a neo-

allogenic perspective, i.e. both foreign and 

secondary, as it retells an allogenic original story), 

the Romanian author’s novel is an autochthone 

response to the first-hand outlandish perception of 

Dracula as a nation-branding element. That is to 

say, Muşina overtly addresses the issues related to 

the political (in)correctness of the association and its 

rather laughable superficiality.  

As an eminent university professor in literature 

and folklore, a nationally-acclaimed literary scholar, 

theorist and poet, the Romanian writer naturally has 

both the proper theoretical and the practical insight 

on the matter, as well as the creativity to set up a 

deeply critical discourse under the form of light, 

relaxed narrative. In fact, he chooses to confront the 

issue of negative ‘nation branding’ in such an 

extensive way that it implicitly comes to constitute 

                                                             
11

 Alexandru Muşina. (2012, first and so far sole 

edition). Nepotul lui Dracula. Brașov: Aula. 

the major theme of the novel. In other words, as I 

have stated elsewhere, “[t]he playful, opera buffa-

like surface of the story shouldn’t misguide 

interpretation: real and thorough culturally critical 

observation is constructed by means of the 

(apparently) humorous decontextualisation of 

stereotypes. As they are ironically approached and 

hilariously recontextualised, their meaning gets 

“deflected”, i.e., it changes its course, it gets 

“reprogrammed” so as to serve a different purpose 

and create new significance” (Hărşan, 2016:550).  

The entire fictional setting of the novel is, for 

instance, playfully based on Muşina’s real life 

experience as a university professor at 

“Transilvania” University of Braşov (placed some 

30 kilometres away from Bran) – a circumstance 

which he cleverly intends to enable as a possible 

novel-related cultural/tourist attraction. According 

to the author’s own sarcastic claims
12

, he intended 

for the novel to be translated at least in English and 

Chinese, in order for it to generate a new and ‘more 

credible’ popular tourism brand than Stoker’s. In 

any case, the alternative Transylvanian setup was 

directly inspired by the (apparently, ridiculous) fact 

(commonly known among faculty members at 

“Transilvania” University) that the first thing to 

come up in connection to the institution’s name in 

any conversation with foreign peers or students was, 

of course, Dracula’s name (or alternatively, Dracula 

jokes). Ironically, Muşina overtly and outspokenly 

uses one of his younger colleagues’ profile as a 

basis for the figure of Dracula’s nephew in the 

book
13

.  

The profile of the vampire is also utterly 

dissimilar to both Stoker’s paragon and Hirano’s 

version of the anti-paragon: “The most blatant 

(counter-) stereotypical representation in the novel 

is the theme of the vampire and his Romanian 

ancestry. […] Since any respectable vampire must 

descend from Vlad Ţepeş, alias Dracula […], so 

does Florin Anghelescu Dragolea, actual nephew of 

Athanasie Drăculea, Ţepeş’s last known descendant. 

However, apart from this ‘stereotypical imperative’, 

nothing else is, ‘vampirically’ speaking, comme-il-

faut in what concerns this civilised (and thus, 

degenerate), postmodern anti-vampire” (Hărşan, 

2016:550). Mockingly surname “professor FAD” 

(meaning “dull” or “insipid” in Romanian) or “Fifi”, 

                                                             
12

 During book launches, conferences or various 

scientific events, and in particular discussions (I have 

worked closely to Alexandru Muşina between 2010 and 

2013 as a PhD candidate at “Transilvania” University). 
13

 The name of the real person isn’t displayed here 

because of the personal nature of such information.  
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“the poor benign grand-grandson of the noble 

Athanasie is, in fact, a modest, depressive, shy, 

scrupulous, scruffy and tedious middle-aged Junior 

Lecturer in French literature at ‘Transilvania’ 

University of Braşov [...]. Personally, Fifi is a three-

time divorced recovering alcoholic, living (and 

depending, emotionally) on his (over)affectionate 

mother. His social status is less than dignified […], 

his self-esteem and psychological composure are 

free-falling as he is constantly stressing about his 

own worth and the opinions of others […]. Thus, 

our vampire’s disposition is (understandably) 

morose, introverted and… uptight, as he constantly 

manages to hinder and ridicule himself.” (Hărşan, 

2016:550). 

Thus, as I have stated in my above cited study, 

“Fifi’s ensanguine, anaemic, starved figure, 

contrasting with his (much-too) gentle behaviour is 

a visible (tragi-) comical parody of the gloriously 

menacing, mysteriously fascinating romantic image 

of the vampire” (Hărşan, 2016:550), even if the 

story is actually a bildungsroman in which the 

fading vampire is brought back to himself and the 

“old ways”, becoming a “civilised (noble, even!), a 

legitimate, respectful and extremely polite consumer 

of (Romani) blood” (Hărşan, 2016:550). That is, of 

perfectly bottled (for export) and thoroughly 

verified (for hygiene-related issues), premium-

quality (Romani) bio-blood. The narrative is 

provided with a happy-end, as Fifi is brought to 

himself by his loving would-have-been victim-

slaves and Lulu, a rich student who falls in love 

with him. In the end, he comes to establish a “good 

marks for (donated) blood” trade with his students 

(Hărşan, 2016:551) and ends up dreaming of being 

installed king. 

Of course, this is both a reversed and satiric 

reaction to the ‘negative’ hetero-images produced 

offshore as it is a criticism of Romanian post-

communism, global consumerism and the policies 

economic domination which relies, in Muşina’s 

case, on deep cultural observation. In sum, Muşina’s 

‘over-civilised’, faint-hearted and vulnerable avatar 

of the vampire is definitely ‘brand-oriented’ and 

functions, just like Hirano’s rendition, on a meta-

discursive level. The difference consists, however, 

of the implied metadiscoursive reference: Dracula’s 

Nephew doesn’t refer as much to (popular) fictional 

patterns and their inconsistencies – even if popular 

fiction per se and its instructive potential has been 

one of Muşina’s constant ethical preoccupations 

over the years; in spite the novel’s ‘pop’ surface, it 

is, in fact, a sort of a “fictio-critical” approach to 

stereotypes (Hărşan, 2016:549) I have previously 

described in terms of a “deflective” strategy 

(Hărşan, 2016), i.e. a strategy setting up a delicate, 

fictional and intellectually relaxed refusal of such 

uncomplimentary nation-branding associations.  

 

4. SOME GENERALISATIONS: ON POP-

CULTURAL DÉTENTE AND THE 

INTERNATIONAL FICTIONAL IMAGERY 

OF NATION-BRANDING 

 

As a conclusion to this brief analysis, let us first 

note that Dracula’s current secondary, if 

paradigmatic role in vampire culture remains, for 

now, the typical one. But such generalised 

withdrawal of the original topos towards the 

margins of contemporary narratives and into 

archetypal appearances is perhaps less a sign of its 

exhaustion, as one of transformation. It is 

conspicuous that the two fictions examined here 

come to ‘tell a different tale’: that of a possible 

fictional re-signification of the master-narrative
14

 

and its probable success (as both stories have 

reached, in their own terms, considerable notoriety 

and were given a warm reception by their target 

audience).  

Some common features of the two 

contemporary representations of Count Dracula’s 

theme in what concerns their relationship to the 

nation-branding features of the topos also become 

evident. The fact that the sombre, menacing Gothic-

horror atmosphere is transfigured and relativized 

into parodic, present-day or even futuristic set-ups 

(i.e., gender transhipping), that the figure of the 

vampire essentially becomes less ominous, even 

attaching – at least to some extent –as human 

anxieties and predicaments come to trouble the 

vampires’ inner lives (i.e., the resemantisation of the 

narrative content and themes), the raised degree of 

awareness and concern for political correctness in 

the fictional rendition of identity-related cultural 

detail, and the fact that both stories are, one way or 

the other, metafictional (i.e., they are stories, but 

also function as self-conscious discourses on 

narrative techniques and conventional 

representations) – all these attributes concur towards 

the idea that the stereotype, the paradigm itself is 

(slowly, but steadily) undergoing significant change 

under the pressure of globalised dialogue and shared 

experience, even as it remains at the core – or the 

                                                             
14

 In the sense assigned to the term by Jean François 

Lyotard in The Postmodern Condition: A Report on 

Knowledge [La condition postmoderne: rapport sur le 

savoir]: that of an all-encompassing, global cultural 

narrative pattern organizing and explaining knowledge 

and experience. 1979, Paris: Minuit. 
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basis – of such narrative constructions. Reiterated, it 

survives, but it is also bound to adjust to the 

gradually changing perceptions of Romania as an 

Other, of Romania as a potential identity under (a 

self-)construction (in progress). If with the classical 

stereotype, which is a classic example of a (rather 

‘negative’) hetero-image, the Other (in this case, 

Transylvania / Romania) was the ‘stranger’, both 

exotic / fascinating / mysterious / vitalistic and 

possibly dangerous / brutal / primitive / risky, at the 

dawn of the new paradigm, otherness itself, in terms 

of a hetero-genetic definition of Romania either 

becomes less important as a trait (as with Hirano) or 

is addressed  head-on, finding its own untamed, ‘un-

civilised’ voice (through Muşina’s self-image 

generation). Tables are turned, and the Other 

apparently tends to reach global integration, as the 

newer definitions refuse to focus on difference (or 

exoticism) as much as the old did.  

A certain relaxation in the general tone 

consequently ensues in what concerns Romania’s 

reflected image, a sort of ‘a pop-cultural(ly 

generated) détente’: fiction is either relegated back 

into fiction, as public awareness becomes more and 

more able to distinguish between real-life and 

imaginary stories; or it becomes a proper vehicle of 

cultural dialogue and negotiation when used in such 

a way by both parties, and does so in the terms of a 

more open and less hurtful or belligerent rhetoric.   

This last observation could also open the way to 

a more general conclusion on the importance of 

fiction (and especially of popular narratives) in 

today’s globalised world. As archetypal patterns are 

simultaneously perpetually recycled and perpetually 

re-assigned new meanings, we could probably talk 

about the establishment of an ‘international fictional 

imagery of nation branding’ (as one among 

numerous other such globalised patrimonies of 

essential images). It is mainly on what the abstract 

reality ‘fiction tourism’ or ‘place branding’ draw on, 

for instance; there is also a massive amount of 

stories (cult or simply folkloric), popular sayings or 

stereotypical narrations defining and redefining 

national or regional identities; and it is, in sum, a 

global patrimony of tremendous representational 

force that should neither be used lightly, nor ignored 

as unpractical or unrelated to a community’s 

material existence. On the contrary: as archetypes 

and fictions never stop merging, emerging and re-

emerging in a perpetual, unstoppable loop – and 

that, with or without our consent, advertently or not 

– to seriously consider a mythopoetic effort in the 

sense of attempting to ‘tame’ them, to knowingly 

contribute to their configuration, generation and 

perpetuation when it comes to nation branding 

related issues would probably be a profitable 

strategy in itself. 
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Abstract: The national identity and the psychological specificity of the Romanian people have been approaches of 

interest from the beginning of psychology as science in Romania. Constantin Rădulescu-Motru imposed it as a 

distinct theme in the 1930s, since then it constantly returned to attention. In the context of celebrating the centenary, 

the approach to describing national characteristics in terms of psychological features has become both current and 

desirable. The paper presents succinct approaches of some authors from the 20th century (Dumitru Draghicescu, 

Constantin Radulescu-Motru, Mihai Ralea), as well as a cognitive-experimental approach (Daniel David, 2015). In 

addition, they outline an approach that goes beyond the boundaries of psychology, thus contributing to the theme of 

national identity in Romanian cultural space.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The psychological approach to national 

characteristics is closely linked to the beginnings 

of psychology as a science. Wilhelm Wundt, 

founder of experimental psychology, published 

between 1900 and 1920 a complex work entitled 

Völkerpsychologie. Eine Untersuchung der 

Entwicklungsgesetz von Sprache, Mythus und Sitte. 

Wundt compares the relationship between 

Völkerpsychologie and experimental psychology 

with the one of psychology and physiology: each 

approach offers an alternative perspective to each 

other and each one completes one another in 

different ways. At its beginnings, 

Völkerpsychologie was a field of theoretical study, 

defined as such by the founder of psychology as 

experimental science. Later, it was used in 

connection with Nazi ideology, which made it 

gradually lose its momentum. Also, its foundation 

on the theory of substantiation / essentialization of 

a nation's ethos has not proved its validity. 

The implicit psychological approach to the 

characteristics of the Romanian people can be 

noticed first in philosophical works, starting with 

those of Dimitrie Cantemir, which is also 

mentioned in Ion Manzat's psychology history 

treaty (2007: 979). The theme was consecrated 

with the work of Psychology of the Romanian 

People (1937/2012) by Constantin Rădulescu-

Motru, who obtained the Ph.D. title (with a theme 

of philosophy) under the guidance of W. Wundt.  

2. PSYCHOLOGICAL CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE STUDY OF ROMANIAN 

NATIONALITY IN THE 20
TH

 CENTURY 

 

Remarkably, the main contributions in the field 

of psychology to the characteristics of the 

Romanian people were made in the past by 

personalities with a true encyclopaedic vocation. 

That is why the works that address the 

psychological characteristics specific to the 

Romanian people can not be considered as 

belonging only to psychology, they have since the 

appearance and until now notable effects on the 

Romanian cultural space. 

In the 20th century there were several authors 

who approached this topic. In this article, only the 

contributions of Dumitru Draghicescu (1875-

1945), Constantin Rădulescu-Motru (1868-1941) 

and Mihai Ralea (1896-1964) are presented 

succinctly. 

Dumitru Draghicescu was a philosopher, 

sociologist and Romanian diplomat (a quality that 

he worked closely with Nicolae Titulescu for the 

establishment of the League of Nations, in 1920). 

He remained in the history of Romanian 

psychology by introducing the first course of social 

psychology in the academic year 1905-1906 

(Mânzat, 2007: 992) and especially through the 

work Din psihologia poporului român  (en: From 

the psychology of the Romanian people) 

(1907/1995), which is the first monograph of this 

theme. Drăghicescu's volume is  structured in 12 
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chapters, each of which can also be taken as an 

independent study. Although he was criticized for 

describing predominantly the negative 

psychological characteristics to the detriment of 

the positive ones (in a manner similar to Dimitrie 

Cantemir), Draghicescu expresses "confidence in 

the characteristics of the great future of the soul, 

which << hide or are reduced in the contexts of 

certain vicissitudes of of our history >> ... << The 

riches of our mentality have been stopped instead 

of their development, they have waited and waiting 

for good circumstances to come to light >> 

”(Mânzat, 2007: 991).  

Although it has been more than a century since 

its publication, Drăghicescu's work contains 

passages of surprising timeliness, such as those on 

the "subdued character," seen as a "protective 

reflex" stemming from the lack of confidence of 

the Romanian peasant face of everything meaning 

"official administration", being associated (at the 

time when the book was written) with the 

"disinterest" and "non-involvement". 

Both in the preface and in the introduction to his 

work, Dumitru Draghicescu emphasizes that this is 

a "first volume" and stresses the difficulties of the 

proposed approach: "we hope that the object of the 

research will not go too far the limits of our powers 

"(Draghicescu, 1937:19), in the conditions in 

which the work was written in a "transitional 

period". In fact, the work appears in 1907, the year 

of the great peasant riots, a historical phenomenon 

in which there was sufficient involvement and 

interest in social change. As such, Draghicescu's 

claims regarding the limits of his approach had an 

immediate confirmation. 

Constantin Rădulescu-Motru held the first 

experimental psychology course at the University 

of Bucharest, being the author of the Psychology 

Problems (1898), which founded psychology as an 

autonomous science in the Romanian cultural 

context. He is recognized as the founder of the 

psychological school in Bucharest (focusing on 

experiment and psychometry), establishing the first 

experimental psychology laboratory in this 

university center (1906). In Psychology of the 

Romanian People (1937/2012), Rădulescu-Motru 

describes and explains the soul traits of the 

Romanian people by conjugating three factors: the 

hereditary biological fund; geographic 

environment and institutional features acquired 

with historical progress. Just like Drăghicescu, he 

warns of the difficulty of his approach: "In peoples 

with a newer culture and not so original, the 

difficulties remain high. Nearly unobserved. This 

is the case of the social psychology of the 

Romanian people "(1937/2012: 15). 

A major thesis of the paper is that of the 

specificity of Romanian individualism, considered 

to be of a distinct type from the occidental 

meaning of the term: "does not involve the spirit of 

initiative in the economic life and too little spirit of 

independence in the political and social life, the 

two attributes which characterizes the 

individualism of the Western cultures” 

(1937/2012: 18), but it is "a mere subjective 

reaction, an egocentrism, under the influence of the 

biological, hereditary factor" (1937/2012: 20). This 

feature is associated with a lack of perseverance, 

although there are remarkable exceptions, 

according to Rădulescu-Motru: agricultural work 

and professional occupations transmitted from one 

generation to the next.  

The apparent contradiction is explained by  
 

A mismatch between the hereditary factor and the 

institutional factor. The Romanian is, by its 

hereditary nature, persevering in work, as it is 

patient, conservative, traditional, but this hereditary 

nature has been perverted by a mistaken 

institutional life imitated by strangers. He is 

unproductive because the state institutions have 

forced him to improvisations (Rădulescu-Motru, 

1937/2012: 26-27).  

 

Regarding the psychological characteristics of 

the Romanian people, Rădulescu-Motru describes 

both some unfavorable (disorderly work - done in 

leaps, the lack of commercial spirit, the poor use of 

time) and more favorable ones: welcoming, 

tolerant, religious-loving. The enumeration is not 

sufficient for the pursued approach, the 

characterization of "the function these qualities and 

defects have in the Romanian people's soul unity", 

in the context in which the big problem is the 

"Romanian spiritual purpose." In this context, the 

final phrase of the work keeps its topicality:  
 

Shame is not for the people who are very well 

known it’s different to the glorious and powerful 

peoples, but it is ashamed for the people who have 

no courage to know their fate and destiny (1937 / 

2012: 53). 

 

Mihai Ralea was a psychologist, sociologist, 

esthetician, philosopher, essayist and Romanian 

political scientist with a Ph.D. in economic and 

political science and another one in letters. In the 

"Romanian Phenomenon" anthology (1997), his 

main writings on national specificity are reunited. 

As far as the psychological characteristics are 
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concerned, Ralea describes the two poles, Western-

type individualism, and passive resignation, typical 

of the Oriental, among which there is a 

"intermediate structure" of soul structure: 

adaptability. Starting from adaptability, Ralea 

describes the transactional spirit and manner in 

which the Romanian people survived throughout 

history. The power of adaptation comes from the 

conjugation of the following factors: the spirit of 

observation; the exact understanding of the 

situation; feeling rather than passion; unconditional 

will; resourceful spirit, sometimes through the use 

of unorthodox means. 

Adaptability is proven, says Ralea, by the ease 

with which Romanians learn foreign languages and 

adapt to another culture. The demographic 

evolution of the last decades, in which millions of 

Romanians have gone abroad definitively 

(adapting to adoption language and culture), only 

supports this statement.  

 

3. PSYCHOLOGICAL CHARACTERISTICS 

IN THE 21
ST

 CENTURY 

 
Daniel David published in 2015 a book titled 

Psychology of the Romanian People, a title chosen 

in consonance with the mention that  
 

the work is a tribute to academician Constantin 

Rădulescu-Motru and his mentor, the founder of 

experimental psychology, Wilkelm Wundt 

(2015:6).  

 

The subtitle's explanation also describes the 

specificity of his approach: "We have included a 

sub-title - The Romanian Psychological Profile in 

a Cognitive-Experimental Monography - to show 

that I will not just summarize a simple 

psychological / psychological analysis, but that 

these psychological aspects will be included in a 

comprehensive psychological profile that can then 

have various uses "(David, 2015: 15). The book 

includes research carried out over a decade (2005-

2015), having three declared objectives (David, 

2015: 18):  

1) achieving a modern synthesis of the 

Romanian psychological attributes;  

2) providing a self-knowledge opportunity for 

Romanians, based on scientific knowledge, and  

3) developing a scientific monograph on the 

psychological attributes of Romanians, 

contributing to Romanian culture. 

The conclusions of his book relate to three 

perspectives (David, 2015: 322-323): 

1. How can we (relative to the US and the 

Western world, in general):  
 

We have a high potential for intelligence, creativity 

and learning. The personality structure allows both 

positive and negative expressions, depending on us 

that we are shaping through the social institutions 

we create; 

 

2. How we are (compared to the US and the 

Western world): the high potential described above 

is not capitalized, while  
 

the personality structure, often defensive, 

sometimes supports too many negative aspects (for 

example, skepticism / cynicism). Instead, we have a 

great need to prove our value (potential), which 

makes us competitive in work, but competitiveness, 

unsustainable cooperation for success and 

perseverance through discipline often does not lead 

to efficiency; 

 

3. How do we think we are. The Romanians 

consider themselves to be  
 

alternating between individualism (more selfish) 

and collectivism, and between perseverance 

(especially from interest and / or stubbornness) and 

the unpredictability. 

 

A "surprising result of the work" is that no 

major differences were found between the old 

Romanian provinces, a matter that Daniel David 

explained as "probably as a result of common 

education / socialization and gloalization over the 

past 100 years" (David, 2015:323). 

This relative psychological homogeneity of the 

psychological traits of the Romanians can be 

capitalized in the double sense: by using the work 

for the purpose of self-knowledge and for the 

foundation of public policies based on the 

psychological premises of the Romanians, because 

"with some well-thought public policies, the 

potential psychologically can be transformed into 

reality "(David, 2015: 330).  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The approach of the identity and the 

psychological characteristics of the Romanian 

people has been a topic of interest in Romanian 

psychology since the beginning of the 20th 

century. Authors such as Dumitru Draghicescu, 

Constantin Radulescu-Motru and Mihai Ralea have 

had remarkable contributions that have surpassed 

the boundaries of psychology, influencing the 

Romanian cultural field. 
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100 years after the Great Union, psychology 

can continue to contribute in the same way by 

providing information that facilitates (self) 

knowledge of the psychological traits specific to 

the Romanian people and formulating public 

policies in line with them. For this to be feasible, a 

continuity of the approach is necessary:  
 

If we consider that a generation is about 20 years 

old, probably because it understands how the 

psychological profile of the Romanians changes 

according to the generational evolution, it would be 

worth publishing such a work every 20 years. If we 

want to better capture the changes in the surface 

profile ... perhaps the analysis would be worth every 

10 years (David, 2015: 18). 
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Abstract: More than twenty-five years ago I published a book: Farewell to the differences, translated into 

Romanian. In this book there was a chapter devoted to a commentary on Husserl's 1935 text on the Crisis of 

European consciousness. I think that since the factors of standardization, in particular economics, militaries, 

scientific and cultural have strengthened, and today offering the spectacle of a planet where the differences become 

more and more microscopic, which does not mean that conflicts are less acute. As the German historian Nolte wrote 

about the Second World War, it was the largest Weltburgerkrieg (World Civil War) we may think that we are 

currently faced with the same phenomenon extended to all the peoples of the planets  
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1. COLONIZATION AND GLOBALIZATION 

 

At the end of his famous book, A World on the 

Wane (Tristes tropiques) published in 1955 (Plon, 

France), Lévi-Strauss spoke of “the rainbow of 

human cultures”. This very poetic expression 

suggested to us a world, our world composed of 

many different human cultures juxtaposed which 

certainly communicated between them only on 

restricted spaces, even if, as we have learned from 

a number of ethnological descriptions, in these 

small spaces some inhabitants could be polyglots. 

 That is why it should be recalled that before 

the generalization of the few languages belonging 

to the great colonial powers, the functional 

communication between peoples speaking very 

contrasted languages, supposed this superficial 

multilingualism for trade, various exchanges. But 

when it was the great narratives of origins, myths, 

and religions there was only one language, the 

mother tongue of every primitive people that it 

usually was called “the language of humans”.  

To understand this cultural state of mind, there 

is little need, even not to appeal to primitive 

peoples, but to the one which has provided one of 

the foundations of our learned culture, I like to say 

to Greeks of classical antiquity. Everyone knows 

that the word "barbaros" means not really a savage, 

but simply a human being who does not speak 

Greek and therefore who can’t communicate with 

the gods, and not only with the gods, but can’t 

exchange with this unique mode of self-reflexive 

and rational consciousness, philosophy. Indeed, the 

great inaugural moment of philosophy as creation 

of metaphysics is formulated by Socrates-Plato 

dialogues at the very beginning unfolded in one 

language. Those who did not practice were 

excluded from this way of building the world, of 

giving meaning to the world. 

Thus, many peoples of classical antiquity, 

although very civilized, did not communicate 

between them in the strongest sense of the term. It 

was during the expansion of the Roman Empire 

that a language (lingua franca) would become the 

instrument of communication between different 

peoples. Civis romanum sunt says St. Paul to 

escape the prison whose mother tongue was to be 

Aramaic or Syriac, and Greek as language of 

culture. With the Roman empire begins something 

which, when Christianity becomes official religion 

of the Empire with its philosophical argument from 

Greek metaphysics, will be presented as a sort of 

proto-globalization. Certainly, it was stopped first 

by the fall of the Western Roman Empire, then by 

the rise of Islam which later destroy the Eastern 

Roman Empire. But anyway, the Empire was a 

model. Certainly, the Holy Roman Germanic did 

not have this vocation in a limited to parts of 

Europe, but among elites, the universal language 

was Latin. But the world was still divided in vast 

regions that did not know each other. 

We had to wait for an event, – Hannah Arendt 

speaks of "a step forward" – for the idea of world 

empire to regain strength. This step forward is 
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known, its name is the conquest of America that 

opened the Christian Europe (Catholics and a little 

later Protestants) to the domination of the world. 

This conquest has a name in the realm of politics, 

that is colonialism, and in the realm of economics 

when it became extended capitalist, imperialism. 

This genealogy must be resumed as I have 

recalled from the colonization of America. Not that 

exotic societies of Africa and Asia were unknown 

to Europeans, they are known since the empire of 

Alexander and the Roman Empire, but the 

conquest for the most part left the local elites in 

charge of power with allegiance to the central 

power. The colonization that begins with the "step 

forward to America" had a very different nature 

from the previous incursions of the West out of 

itself. The American conquest and all conquests 

that followed resulted in the enslaved use of the 

natives, the Indians, and after their massive refusal 

to work as slaves their systematic extermination, 

followed by the importation of black Africans 

source of a very profitable capitalist trade, "the 

triangular trade", and origin of the most the great 

fortunes of the New World. 

This colonization has been not only the greatest 

genocide of humanity in modern history, but also 

the first step toward a standardization of the world. 

Three European languages share America, English 

and French in the north, Spanish and Portuguese in 

the south; three religions occupy the continent, in 

the south Latin Catholics, in the North various 

Protestantism, Catholicism, and in Latin America 

various syncretic religions, mixing Africans goods 

with Indian goods and some elements of 

Christianity: Candomble in northeastern Brazil, 

Voodoo in Haiti, Santeria in Cuba. 

That was the first elements of standardization. 

Then come a second moment with the decline of 

the Spanish, Dutch, then French imperial power. 

During this time, on the one hand, the extension of 

Christianity on the one hand, extension of slavery 

and after wage labor on the other, all that unified 

the objective conditions of non-European peoples. 

This uniformisation also had directly a political 

origin, linked to the previous ones, but with 

extremely powerful effects on the ideological 

forms of these colonial societies. I want to talk 

about the struggles for national liberation or 

decolonization. Led by modern ideological 

representations, generally derived from the British 

and French Enlightenment and the ideals of French 

Revolution. These conflicts between an indigenous 

vanguard intellectuals able to gather people, finally 

wielded the most modern social classes (workers, 

small local employees, petty civil servants). And 

these people fighting with the colonial power, 

often allied to the half-breed’s people, fed not only 

discourses, but also identical practices and hopes 

among peoples that some centuries before did not 

even know each other. So much so that 

colonization nurtured social formations with 

identical or almost identical speeches.  

 

2. FROM GEMEINSCHÄFT INTO 

GESELLSCHÄFT 

 

Why is there in postmodernity a generalized 

communication between human being from 

different civilization origins? 

However, we must nuance the question and say 

through the majority of men because some still 

remain or a kind of archaeological residue out of 

generalized communication or in a mixed culture 

which is summarized with the concept of 

syncretism. Nevertheless, globalization or 

mundialization is on the verge to be generalized. 

Among these many and diverse 

intercommunications, which will perhaps surprise 

you in Bucharest, I will choose to give one 

example, the one of West Papua-New Guinea's 

struggle for independence. Anyone who is 

somewhat familiar with ethnology and 

anthropology, and interested in politics of the 

South Pacific, as well as in geopolitics of the area 

brought about by the transformations of 

decolonization and recolonization, know that an 

island as large as New Guinea, where in northern-

west part there are about sixty tribes from the coast 

to the most remote mountain valleys (and some  

still unexplored), know the big problem of 

communication among that dozens of different 

languages were spoken and sometimes as different 

as Romanian from German or Estonian. The fact 

that indigenous struggles for independence from 

Indonesia are currently heard around the world is 

due to the fact that opinion leaders have chosen to 

communicate not with Indonesian language, but 

with English in general (French for an island like 

New Caledonia). 

This generalization of a lingua franca in the 

South Pacific is not an original social and political 

fact, simply here is more spectacular because of 

the multiplication of the local languages. So that 

lingua franca lets natives able to communicate with 

the world and in particular with their former and 

new colonizers. Nevertheless, it was not only the 

use of a common European language which is at 

stake, but deeper the fact that adopting a language 

you still adopt modes of thought of your 

colonizers. We know well that beyond language as 



FAREWELL DIFFERENCE. A FEW COMMENTS ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF GLOBALIZATION 

 

53 
 

a sum of words organized by a grammar (formal 

rules) there is a semantics that carries an historical, 

social, cultural and spiritual experience. At the end, 

to communicate with colonizers is not simply to 

exchange at the lowest level words necessary for 

simple everyday life or commandments, in that 

new exchange there is also concepts, axioms, 

theorems, visions and conceptions of the world, 

Weltanschuungen. It was from the moment when 

colonized peoples grasped Western conceptualizations, 

both political and technical that they began to fight 

efficiently against Europeans for their own 

independency. Wars against Westerners required 

understanding of their tactics and strategies in 

order to oppose its owns. War became slowly a 

war articulate on the same metaphysical 

foundations This is the difference between 

American Indians or Australian Aborigines and 

Asiatic peoples when confronted with Europeans 

colonizers. The first did not understand the western 

way of thinking and practicing wars and treaties, 

and therefore they were unable, beyond even a 

battle win to see the global issue of fight, the real 

transitivity of treaties. The case of Australians 

Aborigines is worst, because they were very 

peaceful people, even unable to understand the 

process they were involved in, the total conquest 

and their extermination. While the Asian peoples 

have never been totally submissive to Europeans 

conquerors. Their cultures had already known 

States power and administrative centralized 

management, they know the relativity of all 

treaties, and they developed a literature of military 

strategy and diplomatic tactics. Thus, it was not 

easy to colonize totally a people like Chinese who 

gave a Sun-Tse or Vietnamese who constantly 

fight against the French. It was not easy to colonize 

a country like Algeria where elites have read 

medieval Muslim political thought. In short, 

modernity is precisely characterized by the end of 

the strongest, most powerful, most original cultural 

differences that prevented men from 

communicating with each other. 

From the conquest of Mexico to the last 

unknown lands of Melanesia and Paouasia, the 

modern technical and capitalist Western world has 

indeed destroyed the traditional communities, as it 

has done simultaneously in the European 

countryside. Gradually each tribe, each clan lost its 

transcendental references replaced by those 

brought to them by the White people: religions, 

slavery then wage labor, revolts turned into 

struggles for national independence (independence 

of Latin America in the early nineteenth century), 

revolts transformed into class struggles (case of 

Latin America) or the mixture of these two aspects 

in the constitution of a modern state as is the case 

in the Middle East Arab-Muslim and Arab-

Christian societies and in the Far East. I could even 

add that wars between Europeans in which 

colonized peoples participated as colonial troops 

(Indians, Nepalese Gurkhas, Blacks of East Africa 

among the British; Vietnamese, Blacks of West 

Africa and Arabs of the North Africa for the 

French), have developed in these peoples 

references to modern politics. All these tragically 

existential experiences drove them toward 

modernity. Don’t forget that national political 

theories of modern States or the one of Marxism-

Leninism are modern thoughts coming from 

European philosophy that exotic people learned 

from us. Of course, we witnessed some adaptation 

to local culture, but in a general way it is not a 

mere coincidence if many of the first 

revolutionaries of the colonial World, from 

Indonesia and India to Ghana, from Vietnam and 

China to South Africa from the leaders of the 

Vietminh or those of Algerian NLF (National 

liberation front) or Kenya Mau-Mau had all either 

studied in France or in England or had participated 

as non-commissioned officers in special in the 

Second World War. 

No one can deny today that the process of 

globalization set up by the West since the conquest 

of America has gradually succeeded in 

transforming the world into new forms of 

socialization. The main trend of this process was to 

evolve towards the form of Nation-state, even if it 

was a micro-State as we meet among islands of the 

South Pacific or the Caribbean. This 

transformation of the form of communities (tribes, 

clans, fractions of clan), so Gemeinschäft into 

Gesellschäft according to the classical terminology 

of German sociology, has obviously changed the 

modes of communication at all levels: economic, 

political, technical, educational, interpersonal. This 

mutation, which can be defined as anthropological 

or civilizational, organized at least by the elites and 

a part of the people, is currently leading to another, 

at least now in Europe which witnesses the 

decomposition of the Nation-state and its foreseeable 

end, in spite of strong resistance as shown by Italy, 

Poland, Slovakia and Hungary today. 

If it is possible to say that contemporary 

communication is global because most people 

speak the same language, not so much an English 

of airport or super market, but a language where 

notions, axioms and concepts are the same. This 

universal language is both that of political 

economy, that of Technics in general and military 
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technology in particular, because in modernity 

there is no political and economic power that do 

not go hand in hand with technology power. 

  

3. TOWARDS A GLOBAL CIVIL WAR 

 
At the moment of the fall of communist 

regimes in Europe and the Soviet Union, an 

American analyst (having read Hegel too quickly) 

asserted that the cold war was over and won by the 

United States, so we had reached the end of history 

that is to say the fulfillment of the American model 

of world power and the democracy (but more 

likely an oligarchic and plutocratic democracy), as 

the achievement of the absolute Spirit (Leistung 

des absoluten Geistes). It seems that his prophetic 

words are not only meaningless words, but above 

all it seems that his head is emptied of lucid 

thoughts. He proposed a world of political relations 

motionless, not a dialectical Hegelian model of 

history, but a kind of Kantianism revisited at the 

end of the 20th century by a new "project for a 

Perpetual Peace".  There is a serious blindness in 

the mind of Mister Fukuyama who believes in the 

eternity of the moment, a new kind of Philosophia 

perennis of the relations of power (which implied 

as such a passivity among peoples). It seems that 

our Hegelian did not understand that the 

unification of the world under the force of an 

economy globalized to the extreme, puts face to 

face countries with are charring identical concepts 

of politics and power, so that power relations cold 

or hot have become the origin of a world-wide 

civil war, as the First World War had already 

offered a premonitory beginning. It is what Carl 

Schmitt had brought under the concept of 

Weltbürgerkrieg. There is no and cannot be an end 

of history unless we are, as Voltaire told Rousseau 

formerly about natural life, cows grazing in the 

meadows, or more present, if a nuclear catastrophe 

would abolish our lives. There cannot be any end 

of history because of the essence of human nature, 

both its essential violence (I am on Hobbes' ground 

here), and its ability to think about its actions, 

interests, future in short, its ability of self-

reflection which has given birth to philosophy and 

all the social sciences which derive from it. 

We speak the same language of the political 

and we fight with the same modern weapons which 

like all technical objects carries not only a 

functionality, but also concepts giving our world 

the sense of that founding relation, the one 

between object and subject.... 
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Abstract: Starting with the XIX

th
 century the academia saw an increase interest in the field of knowledge related to 

the issues of ethnicities, minorities studies, nation building. What started as a purely academic project soon became 

of out most relevance especially after the end of World War II and the beginning of the decolonisation process 

which saw the emergence of a series of new nations. This process of nation building and of redefinition of the states 

didn’t spare the European continent, often with tragic results (see the interwar period or the conflicts after the fall 

of communism in 1989). Added to this already complex situation we need also to take into consideration the 

emergence of a new political actor – the European Union as a supranational organization. This is important given 

the fact that the current analysis, starts with a literature review of the theories on ethnicity, nationalism etc. in order 

to focus as a case study on Belgium, a multi-ethnic state, with a specific local situation where he have a strong 

presence of the European Union institutions.  
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

The XXI
st
 century is being characterized by 

numerous manifestations of the cultural diversity 

and the heterogeneity of the society. Speaking 

about ethnical identity we will have to make a 

recourse to memory and remember that Europe has 

a long history of multi-ethnical living together. 

This generated a series of Europe wide models of 

multi-ethnic organisation, one of which would be 

latter one examined here.  

 

2. ETHICAL IDENTITY AND ITS 

DIMENSIONS 

 

The social and cultural differences between the 

citizens of different ethnicities represent serious 

challenges for the persons from political sphere, 

their solving leading to the proclamation of 

multiculturalism and multilingualism,  
 

ideologies that are raised to the rank of state policies 

and which are based upon an essential premise: all 

citizens are equal, therefore each has the right to 

preserve its own identity, practice and identify with its 

own culture, be proud of its cultural heritage, be 

different of others (Vlăsceanu, 2011:112). 

 

The majority of definitions for the concept of 

‘ethnicity’ refer more to cultural elements than the 

biological ones.  

Max Weber sees the ethnic group was a group 

of individuals reunited by their faith in belonging 

to a common ascendance and a specific 

psychology (Weber, 1978). On the other side, other 

researchers have considered the ethnicity as the 

results of a way of life, based on a own language, 

psychology and culture, cumulated with the spatial 

determination that creates cohesion (Poutignatet 

al., 1995: 35). 

Richard Molard appreciates that an ethnic 

group is characterised by a community of beliefs, 

values, language, and juxtaposed to the spatial 

criteria (Vulcănescu, 1979:104). In exchange, the 

South African anthropologist Meyer Fortes, beliefs 

that the ethnicity represents a spatial determined 

group, inside of which exists very strong bonds 

(Encyclopedia Universalis, 971:972). 

The ethnic identity is based upon the basis of 

differences and conditions the connection between 

the members of the community through the 

conscience of having common origins and is 

practically, a way of life based on an own 

language, a psychology and culture, cumulated 

with the spatial determination that creates 

solidarity, cohesion. The sociologist Rodolfo 

Stavenhagen, believes a similar thing as he 

stipulates that the ethnic groups are social and 

cultural groups, and not biological ones 

(Stavenhagen, 1992:135-151). The terms 

‘ethnicity’, ‘ethnic group’ or ‘ethnic minority’ are 
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immanent related to the cultural traits of the 

individuals taken into consideration, thereof on 

their cultural identity and of the group they form. 

The cultural organisation has a precedence over the 

ethnic considerations and is not necessary a 

confirmation of the realisation of a distinct ethnic 

component (Koubi, 269). 

The ethnical identity represents a 

pluridimensional construction characterised by the 

existence of feelings of belonging to an ethnicity, 

pride, a positive attitude toward the own ethnical 

group. The feeling of self is defined in ethnical 

terms which presuppose common origins and sends 

a series of elements in close connection with the 

language, culture or origins. The ethnical identity 

changes as the time goes by, the age being the 

result of some personal experiences and 

explorations which have a dynamic character 

(Phinney, 1992:156-176). 

We can speak about a series of common 

components of the ethnic identity such as ethnical 

self-identification, affective components, cognitive 

components and values. These change as we have 

said above, as the time goes by. Speaking about 

ethnical self-identification, we think about the self-

labelling of the individual as a component of the 

ethnic group. The affective components encompass 

all the feelings related to the cohesion of the ethnic 

group and the manifestations related to ethnicity. 

In accordance with the social identity theory 

previously described, there is a connection 

between the belonging to the ethnic group of the 

individual and the self-perception. The defining 

elements for the ethnic identity, such as positive 

perceptions toward the ethnic group, the pride of 

belonging to that group, and also the use of a 

common language, offer to the individual a feeling 

of unicity. The cognitive components are 

information about the ethnic group – such as 

traditions and history, combined with the 

understanding of the term of ethnicity, and also of 

all the obligations that derive from them for each 

individual. All the ethnic classes coexist when all 

the individual composing them have in common 

the same attributes, but without a high cohesion. 

The individuals are aware of their belonging to the 

ethnic group when, alongside the social or cultural 

traits, they find also a series of peculiar signs such 

as: nationality or ethnic origins, without granting 

any importance to profession or gender.  

 

3. THE EMERGENCE OF NATIONALISM 

 
The concept of ‘nation’ is constantly changing. 

From the point of view of historians or 

sociologists, the nation has managed to maintain a 

multitude of meanings. One refers to unchanged 

and primary approaches that highlight the fact that 

nations represent ethno-cultural groups that have 

existed in the past. On the other hand, ethno-

symbolists claim that the nation represents those 

ethnic groups with a common history and culture 

that occupy a well-determined space, united by 

feelings of brotherhood, cohesion, similarity, and 

unification in conscious groups did not take place 

until the modern age. Another approach is the 

modernist one in which some sociologists believe 

that the nation is an imaginary, subjective 

construction (Anderson, 2000). Others believe that 

the nation is a multi-ethnic or ethnic social group 

that wants to establish a state, priority having the 

political dimension, the civic consciousness, but 

also the ethnic component. Other opinions suggest 

that the nation has emerged on the basis of 

ideologies, such as nationalism, and a process of 

human evolution. As a result, the nation would be 

a voluntary construction, an imagined and edified 

entity. 

Nationalism has contributed to forming a 

perception of the state as the political unity of an 

ethnic group with the role of defending and 

promoting language, traditions and identity. 

Significant contributions to the scientific 

structuring of the phenomenon of nationalism have 

brought researchers Raoul Girardet and Ernest 

Gellner. The first researcher, of French origin, in 

his book ‘Nationalism and the Nation’, notes that 
 

no word reveals to a greater extent the equivoque 

and ambiguity. Moral considerations, the meanings 

of polemics, the preoccupation to justify or to 

condemn appear to stubbornly change the meaning 

of its usefulness (Girardet, 2003:13). 

 

Equally,  
 

although it is recognized by all as a phenomenon of 

history and as a decisive factor in the general 

evolution of the societies of our time, nationalism 

continues, nevertheless, to emerge as an extremely 

mobile reality. The ubiquitous, but inexpressible, 

having many forms, it is most often elevated in 

glory, but not defined, analysed, described, 

inventoried (Girardet, 2003:13).  

 

In trying to interpret the multiple 

manifestations of nationalism, the author identifies 

four types of nationalism: nationalism of liberal 

and democratic inspiration, authoritarian 

nationalism, plebiscite nationalism, or Marxist or 

fascist nationalism.  
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On the other hand, the philosopher and 

anthropologist Ernest Gellner has a vision of a 

historical-philosophical trend originating from the 

deepening of modern history. His conception of 

contemporary nationalism is based on two basic 

premises: culture and organization, which for the 

author represents the source of nationalism. 

Culture, as the predominant attribute of 

individuals, is a pattern of ethical conduct and 

unity of the ethnic group, with genetic origins, 

innate inclinations, and also the characteristic of 

the result of social cohesion inherited from father 

to son. In conclusion, anthropologist Gellner 

considers culture to be radically different from one 

ethnic group to another and may undergo 

substantial changes over time. The similarity of 

culture is the basic link of the political principle 

with nationalism. 

Starting from the premise that organization and 

culture are the source of nationalism, Gellner 

promotes a series of theses to characterize the 

phenomenon: 

- Nationalism is a fundamental political 

element that supports the idea that cultural 

resemblance is the primordial social bond.  
 

Whatever the basic elements of power among 

individuals, to be legitimate, they are closely related 

to the fact that individuals of the same ethnic group 

have the same culture (Gellner, 1994:11). 

 

- The relationship between state-nationalism 

and culture-organization systems is 

straightforward.  
 

Culture and organization generate nationalism and 

the nation-state, the former being stable and long-

lasting, and the other being the products of the 

above-mentioned basic ideas on a scale of the 

development of society in the present times (Belli, 

2005:8). 

 

- Nationalism is neither universal nor stable in 

the ethnic groups, and not all individuals are 

rationalizing and acting nationalistically. Gellner 

points out that nationalism is not universal and 

essential, and not essential and Western, being  
 

the necessary consequence or the correlation of 

certain social conditions, and they happen to be the 

conditions of our age, widespread, profound and all-

encompassing (Gellner, 1994:17). 

 

Gellner concludes on the one hand that the 

problem of nationalism emerges in a civilization in 

which states have been recognized and accepted as 

indispensable, and in another order, if the state has 

not acquired a universal character, neither 

nationalism can be characterized alike (Gellner, 

1994:13). 

For some researchers, nationalism facilitates 

the possibility of reaching a unitary culture, 

respectively, of a communication community, the 

theory of communication being defined as a theory 

of modernism that proves the functionality of 

nationalism. The nation is promoted through a 

functional communication scheme for conventions, 

and its modernism can be quantified through the 

efficiency of conventions concluded, since 

modernization is closely linked to effective 

communication. The nation thus turns into a 

multitude of individualities closely linked to the 

group and place of origin through social-emotional 

communication ways. At the same time, 

nationalism revolves between politics and social 

transformation, being conceived by leaders and 

implemented from top to bottom. Through it, 

quality culture is formed in societies where 

previously the culture was below average, 

modernization being closely linked to the 

education process. Ernest Gellner said that  
 

nations heading towards nationalism are 

characterized by an average education of society, a 

term based on a multitude of academic systems, 

coding the rules for a systematized bureaucracy and 

technological communication. 

 

 According to Ernest Gellner's first theory, 

nations and nationalism  
 

are logically contingent but sociologically necessary 

in modern industrial societies (Gellner, 1987:21), 

 

are based on a study of the transformation of 

agrarian societies into modern societies. He 

identified three significant historical periods: pre- 

agrarian, agrarian and industrial. In the first stage, 

the emergence of nations and nationalism was not 

possible due to the lack of some form of state 

organization, in the second period there was the 

possibility of the two terms, because the social 

structures took the form of layered layers 

horizontally isolated, the specific being that both 

the ruling class, and its substrates rather emphasize 

cultural differentiation than homogeneity, and in 

the third period the state influence emerged, with 

nationalism becoming a universal goal.  

 

4. CASE STUDY: THE BELGIAN MODEL 

 

The European Union has its share of 

multilingual states and one of the most famous as 
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well as studied examples is Belgium, a country 

characterized by the proximity of people with 

different ethnic backgrounds with strong linguistic 

ties that tend to promote their specificities actively. 

With three major linguistic communities of 

Flemish-speaking, French-speaking and German-

speaking Belgian, the country has long been a 

model, either for good or for worse as regards the 

way various ethnic groups coexist in the same 

territory.  

What characterise the Belgian model is the 

creation of ethnic identity in opposition with the 

dominant group, meaning the French speaking 

Belgian. If starting with its creation in early XIX
th
 

century the French speaking population was a 

predominant one the Flemish minority started to 

create and promote its own identity in stark 

contrast with the French. We have then the ingroup 

whose composing individuals are defining 

themselves in opposition with the outgroup. The 

characteristics of the ethnic group that define the 

individual as belonging to it even from birth are 

given by the objective dimension and have as a 

purpose to establish individual links with the 

ethnical group. These characteristics are 

represented by language, religion, belonging to a 

define territory, culture, common mentality, 

specific institutional system, characteristic way of 

life, physical differences (Rotariu, Iluţ, 1996:416). 

The language represents for the ethnic identity 

a significant point of reference as seen in the 

Belgian case. A nation is built on the basis of 

language, and the efforts to maintain the 

characteristic language for each ethnic group are 

major, being protected by legal provisions in 

various documents. For instance in the Belgian 

case the Constitution in the Article 4 divides the 

country into linguistic areas, which form the basis 

of the federal structure:  
 

Belgium has four linguistic areas: The French-

speaking area, the Dutch-speaking area, the 

bilingual area of Brussels Capital and the German-

speaking area. (The Belgian Constitution, 2009 

translation).  

 

The diversity of language of a nation 

represents a cultural richness and is protected by a 

series of laws and norms. The Flemish have 

created a distinct survival strategy by forcing the 

creation in Flanders of a unilingual Flemish 

speaking area and thus offering them access to 

administrative positions (Van der Wee, 2018). In 

the Belgian case we are dealing with what Ernst 

Gellner defined as a nationalism seen as a 

fundamental political element that supports the 

idea that cultural resemblance is the primordial 

social bond: 
 

Whatever the basic elements of power among 

individuals, to be legitimate, they are closely related 

to the fact that individuals of the same ethnic group 

have the same culture (Gellner, 1994:11). 

  

4.1 Why Belgium matters? First of all in 

European terms it a relatively “new” state that was 

‘engineered’ in the XIX
th
 century almost from scratch.  

 

Even though the Belgian elite tried to construct a 

Belgian identity by creating different national 

symbols such as a flag, a constitution and a national 

hymn, these symbols were not as successful 

because they were novel and created for the purpose 

of nation-building (Aggarwal, 2016). 

 

We are dealing here with what the scientist 

Anthony D. Smith called lateral ethno-symbolism 

where “in lateral (aristocratic) ethnies, national 

identity is dispersed by the elites from the top-

down” (Aggarwal, 2016). Another reason is that 

the Flemish group has transformed itself from a 

language to an identity. However this a risky 

system as it affects the chances of understanding 

between various ethnic communities: 
 

[…] there is a concept of Language Communities in 

the Belgian governmental systems. By formalizing 

linguistic divide in the government and creating 

official segregation for different language groups, 

the Belgian political system essentially encourages 

regional and linguistic conflict (Aggarwal, 2016). 

 

We are dealing here, in my opinion, with a 

clear application of the social identity theory, as 

mentioned above in the paper. The social identity 

theory, emphasises some behaviour aspects of the 

individual, member of the ingroup, that sacrifices 

himself in order to protect the ingroup toward the 

outgroup in case of some menaces and to maintain 

the differences between them. Also, the theory 

predicts certain intergroup behaviours on the basis 

of the differences of group status perceived, the 

perceived legitimacy and the stability of these 

differences, and also the perceived stability of the 

individual to pass from a group to another, based 

on Henry Tajfel theory from 1979 (Hajfel, 

1979/2018). Also, some of the theorists have 

shown that motivated to emphasise the 

homogeneity of the ingroup more than the 

outgroup members or of the majority group, are 

the members of the ethnic minorities, on the 
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consideration of a continuous danger facing the 

minority. 

This is more that obvious if we take into 

consideration the above mentioned linguistic issue.  
 

The issue of political identity based on language has 

become so entrenched in Belgian politics that it 

threatens the break-up of the state. Linguistic 

communalism is the principal, though not the 

exclusive, cleavage in contemporary Belgian 

politics. The critical problem is how to 

accommodate two language communities, each 

dominant in its own region, to the shared endeavour 

of a nation state (O’Neill, 2000:114-134). 

 

The question arose more prominent after the 

end of the World War II and generated in 1962 the 

cultural autonomy and the unilingual status of 

Flanders in 1962, while Brussels kept a bilingual 

status. This in exchange, fuelled by economic 

growth lead in the 1970’s to an increase of 

tensions: 
 

Centrifugal tensions are apparent on all sides, but 

the more insistent threat to a Belgium state comes 

from Flanders where cultural identity has been 

transformed into a politicised ethnicity bolstered in 

recent years by economic well-being and 

demographic supremacy. Important differences of 

historical conditioning and sociological experience 

account for the relative absence in Wallonia of an 

ethnic as opposed to a merely an abiding sense of 

cultural identity (O’Neill, 2000:114-134). 

 

The Flemish nationalism, although based on 

the idea of a common mother tongue, a theory 

explained in the paper, hasn’t become strong until 

the economic. Slow economic development and 

the will to overcome this lender have occurred 

development of the region. We are dealing with an 

economic evolution of nationalism internally 

orientated where the effort of the Flemish to 

overcome a number of economic underdevelopment 

give nationalism a particular character sufficient to 

be in opposition to other more developed French 

speaking community. Yet there is hope! Keeping 

Belgium as a single state, even though not a 

unitary one is a sign that national identities, even 

though on the rise can find the resources to unite 

around a common political project, albeit on a 

federal basis. Also it reinforces the role of political 

elites as the central figures in keeping a single 

state project on the people’s list while also they are 

a guarantee of the ongoing intercultural bargaining. 

Moreover the role of the Parliament is increased 

as the main arena of dispute settlement. 

What also is of out most importance is the 

emergence of a new political actor that transcends 

these cleavages – meaning the role of the 

European Union. If in the particular case of 

Belgium being the host of the main EU institutions 

puts an extra-pressure on the peaceful solution of 

divergences there is also valid at the EU level the 

idea of subsidiarity as a way to calm ethnic 

disputes: 
 

The very logic of EU governance—the 

encouragement of subsidiarity, but not at the 

expense of administrative coherence and 

efficiency—is another positive influence binding 

the communal parties to mutual endeavour, here as 

elsewhere on a shrinking continent (O’Neill, 

2000:133). 

 

Belgium continues thus to be at the EU level a 

model of cultural diversity and a policy approach 

based on ‘intercultural’ topics. Living together 

while being different continues to function in 

Belgium as the linguistic communities continue to 

have a common stance on the larger issues as well 

on, what may be the most important, on day to day 

administrative issues that impact the good 

governance of local communities. 
 

4.2 Similar developments in the European 

Union Member States. The Catalan case. The 

Belgian model that be extrapolated also to other 

situations in the European Union more precisely 

the Catalan case. We are having here a region with 

its own language who has known in the last 

decades a tremendous economic development due 

to outside investments. This instead fuelled an 

increase sense of self that lead to the recent 

independentist movements. 

However, we are dealing with a different 

scenario here as Spain, unlike Belgium, is not a 

federal state. This made the push toward 

independence to be a drastic one, without having 

exhausted all the methods of internal negotiations 

and change. This also led to an increase pressure 

on behalf of the European structure who do not 

recognize separatist movements.  

The Catalans where therefore forced to take a 

step back as their demands were deemed not 

reasonable by all the parties involved.  

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The nation is above all a social construct, an 

ingenious creation, a cultural construct  combined 

with the traditions found on the territory National 

historical continuity is closely related to the 
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relationship between ethnicity and nationalism. 

The terms ‘ethnic’ and ‘national’ are 

interchangeable, not clearly identifying the ethnic 

groups of the nations. Ethnicity is a phenomenon 

of division within the nation, such as regionalism. 

Some theorists assimilate the ‘ethnic’ adjective 

with the ‘national’ adjective when it comes to 

border issues or is used interchangeably with the 

term ‘culture’. The lack of precision or attention in 

terms of ethnic phenomena is consistent with the 

ambivalent debate of the relationship between 

nationalism and the past. 

The existence of the nations is closely linked to 

the worldwide affirmation of nationalism, which 

has proved to be of great importance in the 

crystallization of a problem of individual 

consciousness, namely the ethnic identity that gave 

it political legitimacy and social audience. 

However, the rise of nationalism in various 

states gives birth to different results due to the 

local specificities. Nationalism and the linguistic 

issued prove to be a powerful tool for change yet 

they cannot guarantee by themselves the future of a 

nation. The economic factor is also of outmost 

importance and their combination must be used 

wisely. Moreover we are dealing with the rise of a 

supranational identity, in slow motion, that of a 

European one, whose impact is not sufficiently 

studied on the question of national movements 

inside the European Union. 
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Abstract: Despite the growing number, as well as a relative share of the Roma in total population of the Republic of 

Serbia, their socio-economic position doesn’t show signs of visible improvement. First Decade of Roma Inclusion, 

from 2005 to 2015, which Serbia presided over during 2009, makes exclusion of the Roma population from Serbian 

social life socially visible and more comprehensible for the wider community. Some research conducted during that 

period shows certain progress in the priority areas of the Decade: education, employment, housing and health. 

During the last ten years, many laws, which have direct or indirect influence of the improvement of status of Roma 

population in Serbia, have been passed, especially having in mind enabling the establishment of national councils of 

the national minorities, as well as National council or the Roma national minority. However, Roma community, 

compared to other national minorities in Serbia, is in more unfavorable social position. The causes of such a 

position are partly due to the insufficiently built national identity and the complex problems that the Roma 

themselves face in the process of developing their cultural identity. In this paper there are analyzed socio-economic 

characteristics of the Roma population according to the last census of population of the Republic of Serbia and their 

correlation with national identity of the Roma population.  

 

Keywords: Roma; social position; national identity 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Like a majority of countries of the modern 

world, Serbia also faces challenges of 

multiculturalism within its social community. 

However, social dynamics of relationships 

between members of different national 

minorities, and when their group or national 

interests are in question, as well as when 

fulfillment of their individual civil rights is in 

question, is dictated by specificity of its socially-

political and economic situation. The 

consequences of turbulent political past during 

the last decade of the twentieth century: 

breakdown of mother country, long-term 

isolation and sanctions of international 

community, massive ethnic migrations of 

population, then bombing, are still visible both 

on economic and political plane, as well as 

through evident crisis of the value system. 

Serbian society hasn’t passed through 

economic and political transition quite luckily.  
 

Socio-economic recovery is very slow, and 

democratization and cultural development blocked” 

(Komatina, 2018:56). 

 

In that context, unfavourable social and 

economic position of Roma in Serbia is being 

maintained. During the Decade of Roma, by 

which Serbia presided in 2009, certain moves 

were made in the spheres marked as priority 

(education, employment, health care and 

housing), but the data about the progress were 

not summed up systematically. 

Difficulties in improvement socio-economic 

position of Roma population partly come out of 

incapability of Roma community itself to use 

possibilities which are available to it at the 

institutional level. Still, a part of the 

responsibility has the state itself, which doesn’t 

form adequate mechanisms for connecting of the 

legislative framework with real possibilities for 

it to be conducted in practice, it is often 

powerless and indifferent when the 

discrimination of Roma population is in 

question, and it also has unequal treatment of 

Roma to major population and other minorities, 

especially if it about violation of human and 

children’s rights. 

Analytical-descriptive method is applied in 

the work – the sources of data were analyzed at 
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the highest level of reliability as well as relevant 

literature so that specifics of social, economic, 

political and cultural position of Roma in the 

Republic of Serbia; basic problems of Roma 

national identity and their  connection with 

socio-economic features of Roma population in 

Serbia are identified and guidelines are set for 

overcoming of obstacles in intercultural 

communication and empowering of Roma 

national identity.  

 

2. ETHNIC AND SOCIO-ECONOMIC 

CHARACTERISTIC OF ROMA NATIONAL 

MINORITY IN THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA 

 

Roma are one of more than twenty national 

minorities which, apart from major Serbian 

population, have been followed by regular 

censuses since 1948
1
. After the Hungarians 

(3.5%), Roma is the second biggest national 

minority in the Republic of Serbia with the total 

of 147.600 people, that is, 2.1%, according to the 

last census from 2011.  

However, the data about moving of the 

number of Roma minority from census after 

census show illogical trends which cannot be 

explained by demographic reasons, that is, by 

natural and mechanical movement of 

population
2
. 

 

 

 

                                                             
1 The oldest census of Roma on our soil dates from 

1491, from the time of the Osman empire (Djordjevic, 

1984). Tatomir Vukadinovic (1983: 22) states that the 

first Roma in Byzantium, i.e. in the Balkans, appeared 

in the middle of the sixth century hen they, running in 

front of the Seljuks, left Armenia and moved toward 

Anadolia, and then also toward Greece and further 

north. 
2
 Based on ethno-statistical data atypical variations in 

the number of Roma can be seen from census to census, 

which cannot be explained by demographic factors 

(birth and migrations), because constant changes in 

statements about the belonging to an ethnic group had 

the crucial influence on their migrations. In 

demographic literature, it is explained as a result of 

ethnic mimicry because of ever present, hidden or open 

discrimination toward Roma people, because of what 

they declare themselves as members of  the other 

national corpus, losing or covering their own ethnic 

identity. It is well known that at censusis Roma most 

frequently declare themselves as the members of the 

major nationality in the region where they live, because 

of what their number is underestimated at all the 

postwar censuses” (Raduski and Komatina, 2013: 93) 

Table 1 The number of Roma and their relative 

share in the overall population of Serbia, according to 

all the postwar censuses 
Year 194

8 

195

3 

19

61 

197

1 

1981 199

1 

2002 2011 

Num

ber 

52,2

00 

58,8

00 

9,8

00 

49,9

00 

111,

000 

90,9

00 

108,

200 

147,

600 

% 0.8 0.8 0.1 0.6 1.2 1.2 1.4 2.1 

Source: Table made according to: Raduski, 2013
3
 

 

These illogicalities are attributed to the way of 

enumeration which enables the respondent to 

declare himself according to his own free will 

(Raduski, 2013: 15), but also according to the 

ethnical mimicry of Roma population which 

emerges as a result of its unfavourable status, 

discrimination and stigma which follows them 

(Mitrovic, 2000: 71). 

We can accept the last census data with the 

higher percent of reliability, considering the census 

was being prepared under the influence of the 

Decade of the Roma, so, among other things, apart 

from numerous consultations, it was preceded by a 

trial census at which members of Roma population 

participated, too
4
. 

Out of ethnic characteristics, apart from the 

structure of national belonging, two more features 

are census monitored by Serbia: mother tongue and 

religion. As it can be seen in tables that follow 

(Tables 2 and 3), Roma population in Serbia isn’t 

homogenous according to either of the two 

features. The largest number of Roma, 67% of 

them, claimed Roma their mother tongue, but it’s 

not negligible that 30% of Roma that claimed their 

mother tongue is Serbian. The similar situation is 

with the religion, too. Almost 2/3 of Roma (63%) 

are Christians (56% orthodox, 3% Catholics, 2% 

protestants), and 25% of them claimed they are 

Muslims. 

Therefore, census data about ethnic 

characteristics of Roma population in our country 

can implicate certain problems, which Roma face 

in the experience of their national identity, but they 

can also face troubles in achievement of their 

                                                             
3 Census datum from 1991 is here reduced to 

methodology of the 2002 census. 
4
 “Trial census of population, households and flats – 

Education of Roma” was conducted within the period 

from November 1
st
 to November 5

th
 2009, at which 

Roma enumerators participated and during which they 

were educated, and they later took part in 2011 census. 

Mapping of 533 Roma settlements prceeded this census 

(Roma settlements which had at least 15 households), 

and it was conducted in cooperation with National 

council of Roma national minority and Roma activists 

(Vukmirovic, Djordjevic i Lakcevic, 2010). 
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national interests, considering it’s about different 

practical needs in achievement of the right to 

education, informing in their mother tongue and 

worshipping.  

 
Table 2 Roma according to mother tongue and sex 

Mother tongue Total Male Female Total % Male % Female % 

Total 147,604 75,042 72,562 100 100 100 

Serbian 43,926 22,385 21,541 29.76 29.83 29.69 

Albanian 1,393 724 669 0.94 0.96 0.92 

Bulgarian 98 48 50 0.07 0.06 0.07 

Vlach 332 170 162 0.22 0.23 0.22 

Hungarian 912 466 446 0.62 0.62 0.61 

Macedonian 109 58 51 0.07 0.08 0.07 

Roma 98,872 50,187 48,685 66.98 66.88 67.09 

Romanian 1,308 672 636 0.89 0.90 0.88 

Other languages 225 115 110 0.15 0.15 0.15 

Undeclared 180 94 86 0.12 0.13 0.12 

Unknown 249 123 126 0.17 0.16 0.17 

Source: Special processing of data of the Census of population, households and flats, 2011, RZS 

 
Table 3 Roma according to religion and sex 

Religion Total Male  Female Total % Male % Female% 

Total 147,604 75,042 72,562 100.00 100.00 100.00 

Christian total  92,610 47,034 45,576 62.74 62.68 62.81 

Orthodox  82,454 41,888 40,566 55.86 55.82 55.91 

Catholic 4,865 2,518 2,347 3.30 3.36 3.23 

Protestant 2,966 1,484 1,482 2.01 1.98 2.04 

The other Christian religions 690 325 365 0.47 0.43 0.50 

Christian – not known which one 1,635 819 816 1.11 1.09 1.12 

Muslim 36,591 18,550 18,041 24.79 24.72 24.86 

Eastern religions 13 11 2 0.01 0.01 0.00 

Other religions 19 10 9 0.01 0.01 0.01 

Agnostics 7 3 4 0.00 0.00 0.01 

Undeclared 12,553 6,468 6,085 8.50 8.62 8.39 

Atheists 1,094 598 496 0.74 0.80 0.68 

Unknown 4,717 2,368 2,349 3.20 3.16 3.24 

Source: Special data processing of Census of population, households and flats, 2011, RZS 

 

On the other hand, if we observe level of 

education, economic activity and profession as 

determinants of socio-economic position of Roma 

population in Serbia, then we face with the fact this 

population is much more homogenous according to 

mentioned socio-economic characteristics, then 

according to ethnic characteristics, which confirms 

status of Roma population as ethno class. 

According to the last population census data, 

Roma population has a low level of economic 

activity: 28% of population is economically active, 

while 72% of population is economically inactive. 

Profession related census data tell us that 
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2,304,628 citizens of Republic of Serbia did some 

job in 2011, and that 16,887 of them (0.73%) were 

Roma. If we observe this number in the context of 

overall Roma population, then we come to the 

conclusion that just 11.4% of Roma in Serbia does 

some kind of job! These devastating data are under 

the influence of a very unfavourable educational 

structure of Roma population in Serbia (though it’s 

much better, both with literacy and the level of 

education in relation to the previous census). 

Namely, 19.5% of Roma hasn’t graduated from 

any school, and 34.2% of them haven’t graduated 

from elementary school – which means that 53.7% 

doesn’t have any level of education. One third 

graduates from the elementary school (33%), 

which also isn’t qualification enough for getting a 

job, and 11.5% graduated from secondary school. 

All the versions of high education which are 

monitored by the census are below one percent 

(Komatina, 2017: 41-47). 

These facts actually not just negatively affect 

the future economic and social emancipation of 

Roma population, but also homogenization and 

cohesiveness of Roma ethnic identity. 

 

3. INSTITUTIONAL ASSUMPTIONS OF 

IMPROVEMENT OF THE POSITION OF 

ROMA MINORITY IN THE REPUBLIC OF 

SERBIA 

 
Since the beginning of transition of socio-

economic and political systems in Serbia and 

introduction of democratic changes, as well as 

under the influence of stimuli that come from 

European Union, Serbia has been reforming its 

legal system for the two decades, it modernizes it 

and harmonizes it with the principles and 

guidelines of the union of European countries 

which it wants to join. Manu of passed laws relate 

to overall population and improving of its civil 

rights, and some of them deal with special rights of 

national minorities. Because of lack of space, we 

shall focus only on those who are the most 

important and have the biggest influence on the 

improvement of the position and rights of national 

minorities. 

Above all, we should mention the Constitution 

of the Republic of Serbia from 2006 which 

systematically and comprehensively arranges the 

rights of minorities stressing that the “country 

guarantees special protection to minorities for 

complete equality and preserving of their identity” 

(Constitution of the Republic of Serbia, 2006, 

article 14, paragraph 2). 

Federal Republic of Yugoslavia, the part of 

which Serbia was until 2003, passed the Law on 

protection of rights and freedom of national 

minorities (in power in the Republic of Serbia), 

which leans on the documents of the Council of 

Europe, Framework convention for protection of 

rights of national minorities (1995) and European 

Charter on Regional and Minority languages 

(1992). The Law sets very high standards of 

protection of minorities. Some domestic authors 

think that they are higher than those that are 

adopted in international documents (Basic, 2005, 

Stanovcic, 2008). 

Beside the series of other laws which directly 

or indirectly refer to the issues of national 

minorities
5
, the Law on National Councils of 

National Minorities from 2009 should especially 

be pointed out. “It could be said that previously 

mentioned Law on National Councils of National 

Minorities represents the beginning of more active 

institutional organizing of minorities, as well as 

Roma community, aiming to protect their national 

interests. Firstly, it offers the members of 

minorities the possibility to choose their national 

councils as a form of self-organizing and 

institutionalizing their participation in decision 

making on all the issues related to their cultural 

autonomy, and then it regulates jurisdictions of 

national councils in the sphere of official use of 

language, education, culture and informing” 

(Komatina, 2017:32). 
 

The right to education is a basic human right, but it 

is also specially protected collective right when 

national minorities are in question. Current 

legislature enables minorities to educate themselves 

in their mother tongues, but for the conducting of 

that practice, when Roma are in question, there are 

no real conditions. Above all, our educational 

system isn’t capable of maintaining lessons in 

Roma language, for one thing because of drastic 

lack of stuff at all levels of education, and because 

of large dispersiveness of Roma population in the 

whole territory of Serbia, by which it differs from 

the other minorities which are concentrated on 

certain territories. (Komatina, 2018: 90). 

 

There is the optional subject Roma language 

with elements of national culture in our 

educational system since the end of the twentieth 

century in certain towns in Vojvodina, but just 

from the school year 2015/2016 it starts to be 

                                                             
5
 The Law on official use of language and alphabet 

(1991), The Law on local self-government (2007), The 

Law on the basics of education and upbringing (2009), 

The Law on prohibition of discrimination (2009), etc. 
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taught on the territory of the whole of Serbia, at the 

level of elementary schools. Just one university 

institution introduced lecturing in Roma language 

(High school of professional studies for educators 

‘Mihailo Palov from Vrsac), and modern Roma 

language is being studied at the Faculty of 

Philology in Belgrade since 2015/2016 as an 

optional subject. 

Nevertheless, numerous researches (Komatina, 

2016) showed that many parents, members of 

Roma minority, don’t want their children to learn 

Roma language at school even at the level of an 

optional subject. Some make comments that 

standardized Roma language (introduced in 2013) 

isn’t the language they speak, and some point out 

that children should learn Serbian at school, 

because that’s the only way to graduate from 

school and get a job. 

It seems that Roma population hasn’t equally 

managed to use all the benefits given to them by 

the legislative framework and that it is still way 

behind other minorities. Part of the reasons 

originates from the widespreadedness of Roma 

national identity and incompatibility of the 

interests of different groups of Roma, and part of 

the reasons refers to especially unfavourable socio-

economic position of Roma population which is a 

direct consequence of a very low average 

educational level. Lack of information and 

ignorance are the major barriers which stand in the 

way of emancipation of Roma population.  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS  

 

Characteristics of socio-economic position of 

Roma population in Serbia have an unfavourable 

impact on preserving and cherishing their national 

identity. It is clear that economic emancipation and 

improving of the educational status make 

indispensable preconditions on the road to their 

national emancipation and preservation and 

cherishing of their own cultural features. 

When Roma national identity is in question, 

perhaps it’s more correct to talk in plural, about 

Roma identities, because according to significant 

characteristics by which nations and minorities are 

characterized, and by which they differ from the 

others, and among them there are language and 

religion, but also customs which make everyday 

life, Roma people in Serbia are significantly 

different. That’s why, within the wide possibilities 

enabled to them by the legal regulations, each 

group should find its own path and way to achieve 

its own interests. 
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Abstract: During the last years, due to constant wars and civil strife in many countries, a large number of people 

have left their nations. They have moved towards and settled down in other nations of Europe or U.S.A. According 

to UN’s International Migration Report 2017, international migration reached about 258 million people, out of 

which 60 percent reside in Asia (80 million), Europe (78 million) and Northern America (58 million). As per the 

report of PEW Forum, about 27 percent Muslims (60 million) migrated from their home to live in other countries. 

The migration of such a large number of people and their settlement in other countries raise many questions related 

to the culture of the migrated people and culture of the host nations. Would the migrated people abandon their 

culture and adopt the culture of the host nation or would they form a zone of their own culture in the host nation? 

The present paper has studied the migration of the Muslims in Europe and U.S.A. and discusses it in the context of 

this question. The present paper is important in order to understand the pros and cons of the migration process of 

Muslims in Europe and U.S.A. This would help in unfolding a complex relation between Europe, U.S.A. and the 

Muslim world on the other hand, which could help in promoting world peace and protecting human rights  

 

Keywords: culture; multiculturalism; migration; nation; human rights 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

One of the important phenomena of the global 

world is migration. Migration is defined in simple 

words as the movement of those who are leaving 

their countries for another country out of some 

particular reasons. As per the definition of The 

Special Rapporteur of the Commission on Human 

Rights, migration can be called “the crossing of the 

boundary of a political or administrative unit for a 

certain minimum period of time. It includes the 

movement of refugees, displaced persons, uprooted 

people as well as economic migrants.” 

(Migrant/Migration) In the context of this paper 

only the migration of Muslims in Europe and 

America has been studied. 

 The process of globalization has brought the 

nations of the world very close to each other, thus to 

the overcoming of time and distance. The 

technological development speeded up and 

facilitated the migration of people at national and 

international levels while the expanding of the 

global economy at a faster rate has made possible 

the movement of the work force from one part of 

the world to another. The constant war in few 

regions of the world has forced people to migrate 

from their regions of strife to regions of peace. The 

qualitative higher education has also made people 

move from one part of the world to more attractive 

ones. A large number of students who migrated 

from their own countries for higher education 

reasons also prefer to stay in the host countries or 

settle down in some another countries. Against the 

background of these factors, the number of migrants 

has increased at both national and international 

levels. As per an estimate of International migration 

report, “The International Migration Report 2017” 

the number of total migrant around the world is 3.4 

percent (258 million) of the total resident population 

of the world. (The International Migration Report 

2017) 

The present paper has studied the migration of 

Muslims in Europe and the United States of 

America, the rationale behind the selection of these 

two regions being that there has been created a 

significant load of fear against the Muslim migrants, 

these being considered a threat to the culture of 

these regions. 

The study is important due to the emergence of 

fear of clashes between the world of Islam and the 

West represented by Europe and USA. The thesis of 

the clash of the civilizations by Huntington draws 

the attention of scholars worldwide, particularly of 

the scholars of multiculturalism, to study the 

civilizational conflicts rationally rather than 

hypothetically. The present study has in view the 
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concern of the cultural clashes which are identified 

in the increasing number of migrants in Europe and 

USA. Is the number of migrants so huge that can it 

pose any threat to the culture of the host nations and 

pave the way for the creation of an exclusive 

cultural zone in Europe and USA? Can the 

exclusive cultural zone create a separate identity 

from the mainstream and produce the spirit of 

separatism resulted in the demand of a separate 

nation? Can the exclusive cultural zone be an 

expansion and strengthening of the multicultural 

zone or the end of the spirit of multiculturalism? Is 

it possible to create a cultural zone in the host 

country from migrated cultural zone?  

This paper has studied these questions in the 

context of the number of Muslim migrants in 

Europe and USA. Migrants from other cultural 

backgrounds have not been included in the study as 

many European nations represent the same cultural 

values for which Europe stands. An important point 

to be noted while studying Europe and U.S.A. is the 

supremacy of race and culture over the religion. In 

this paper the notion of culture of the immigrants 

has been analyzed in the context of religion, races 

and ethnicity. The whole paradigm is to see the 

religion of immigrants in the context of the culture 

of the host nation, which is more racial than religious.  

 

2. MUSLIM MIGRATION TO EUROPE 

 

In 1990 the total population of Muslims in 

Europe was 4.1 percent which increased to 6 percent 

of total population nowadays. The number of total 

population of Muslims in Europe has increased 

from 29.6 million in 1990 to 37 million in 2000 and 

44.1 million in 2010. In 2016, the total percentage 

of Muslims was 4.9 of all European population. The 

projected rise in the population of Muslims in 

Europe till 2030 is 58.2 million which would be 8 

percent of the total population of Europe and less 

than 3 percent of the total global population of 

Muslims. (Europe’s Growing Muslim Population) 

As per another set of data on national basis in 

Europe, Muslim population also does not show that 

they constitute more than 10 percent of the 

population of any nation of Europe in 2010 and till 

2030 except only in two nations (Belgium-10.2 & 

France-10.3 percent). (Europe’s Growing Muslim 

Population) Table -1 shows the number of the 

Muslims in some selected countries of Europe. 

 
Table1 Number of Muslims in some selected Countries of Europe 

Countries Estimated Muslim 

Population in 2010 

Estimated % 

of Muslims 

Among total 

population of 

the country in 

2010 

Estimated 

Muslim 

Population in 

2016 

Estimated % of 

Muslims 

Population 

among total 

population of the 

country in 2016 

France 4,704,000 7.5 5,720,000 8.8 

Germany 4,119,000 5.0 4,950,000 6.1 

United Kingdom 2,869,000 4.6 4,130,000 6.3 

Italy 1,583,000 2.6 2,870,000 4.8 

Netherlands 914,000 5.5 1,210,000 7.1 

Spain 1,021,000 2.3 1,180,000 2.6 

Austria 475,000 5.7  6.9 

Belgium 638,000 6.0  7.6 

Denmark 226,000 4.1  5.4 

Greece 527,000 4.7  5.7 

Norway 144,000 3.0  5.7 

Sweden 451,000 4.9  8.1 

Switzerland 433,000 5.7  6.1 

Source: PEW Research Center 

 

Table-1 shows the rise of the Muslim 

population in the given countries. There is 

moderate rise in the population in each country 

from 2010 to 2016. No country shows the high 

growth rate of more than 5 percent. None of the 

countries of Europe has more than 10 percent of 

total population in 2010 and 2016. Migration is an 

important factor in the increase of the Muslim 

population in Europe. Most of the Muslim 

migrants are from South Asia, North Africa and 

Turkey. There is internal migration within the 

boundary of Europe and external migration from 

outside of the European nations.  

As per the PEW Research Center, migration of 

Muslims is an important phenomenon of the 

growth of the Muslims population in Europe. 
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According to available data, 3.7 million Muslims 

migrated to Europe between mid-2010 to mid-

2016. Visualizing Muslim population under three 

conditions, the Muslim population is not going to 

exceed 14 percent of the total population of Europe 

in 2050. In the first condition when net migration 

is assumed to zero, the increase in the population 

of Muslims would be from 4.9 percent to 7.4 

percent in 2050. In the second condition, when net 

migration is assumed moderate, the population of 

Muslims would be 11.2 percent in 2050 and in the 

third condition, when there is assumed high level 

of migration, still the population of Muslims in 

Europe would not exceed 14 percent in 2050 of the 

total European population. In each case, the 

population of Muslims in Europe is going to 

increase depending upon the condition of 

migration but not at an alarming pace. Their 

population would be doubled in high migration but 

not going to be more than 15 percent of total 

European population over a period of time. 

(Europe’s Growing Muslim Population) 

With count estimated of Muslims population in 

2010, 2016 and projected for 2050, in three 

condition of migration, the population of Muslims 

is: 2010(19.5 million), 2016(25.8 million), 

2050(35.8 million - with Zero migration), 2050 

(57.9 million - with medium migration) and 2050 

(75.6 million - with high migration). (Europe’s 

Growing Muslim Population) 

Among the 3.7 million Muslim migrants, 

countries from where these migrants originated are 

Syria (710,000 and 91 percent (650,000) are  

Muslims), India (480,000 and 15 percent (72000) 

are Muslims), Morocco (370,000 and 100 percent 

Muslims 370,000), Pakistan (280,000  and 96 

percent (270,000) are Muslims), Bangladesh 

(250,000 and 95 percent (230,000) are Muslims), 

United States (240,000 and 1 percent (2400) are 

Muslims), China (240,000 and 2 percent (4800) are 

Muslims, Iran (220,000 and 97 percent (213,000) 

are Muslims), Nigeria (190,000 and 23 percent 

(43,700) are  Muslims), Sri Lanka (190,000 and 10 

percent (190000 are Muslims), Afghanistan 

(180,000 Muslims), Libya (180,000 Muslims), 

Jordan (150,000 Muslims), Iraq (140,000 Muslims) 

and Algeria (140,0000 Muslims) (Europe’s 

Growing Muslim Population) 

And where are these migrants heading for 

when they come to Europe? As per the PEW 

Research Center, the countries of Europe which 

received a significant number of migrants from 

2010 to 2016 are: UK (1,600,000 in which 43 

percent (690,000) are Muslims), Germany 

(1350,000 in which 63 percent (850,000) are 

Muslims), France (790,000 in which 67 percent 

(530,000) are Muslims), Italy (720,000 in which 56 

percent (400,000) are Muslims), Sweden (450,000 

in which 67 percent (300,000) Muslims), 

Netherlands (310,000 in which 57 percent 

(170,000) are Muslims), Switzerland  (280,000 in 

which 33 percent (90,000) are Muslims), Austria 

(240,000 in which 46 percent (110,000) are 

Muslims), Belgium (230,000 in which 57 percent 

(130,000) are Muslims) and Spain (210,000 in 

which 39 percent (81000) are Muslims). (Europe’s 

Growing Muslim Population) 

The important points related to the population of 

Muslims that need to be remembered are that the 

increase in the Muslim population is due to the high 

rate of fertility (period-2015 to 2050 Muslims 2.6 to 

2.4 and Non-Muslims in same period from 1.6 to 

1.7) (Europe’s Growing Muslim Population)  and 

the net migration which has been mentioned above.  

 

3. MUSLIM MIGRATION TO U.S.A. 

 

The United States of America is one of the 

leading powers of the global world and one of the 

economic centers of the world economy, being one 

of the best examples of unity in diversity. 

As per an estimate the population of America 

in 2017 was 325.72 million. (Resident population 

of the United States from 1980 to 2017) In another 

estimate by United States Census Bureau, April 25, 

2018, the population of America is 327,600,50511 

As per the estimate of PEW Research the 

population of Muslims in USA in 2007 was 2.35 

million which rose to 2.59 million in 2010 and to 

3.45 million in 2017. There was an increase from 

0.8 percent to 1.1 percent of the total population of 

the United States of America from 2010 to 2017. 

(Muslims in America: Immigrants and those born 

in U.S. see life differently in many ways.) 

The migration of Muslims in America started 

to rise after 1990. Only in few years of post 9/11 

there was a decrease, otherwise the increase 

continues. In 1990 the number of migrants who got 

permanent residence was 50,000, which rose to 

66,000 in 2000, 115,000 in 2010 and 109,000 

(projected) in 2020. Due to the policy of the 

present administration there may be a decline of 

the migration of the Muslims in America. (The 

Future of the Global Muslim Population. Region: 

Europe) 

As per the PEW Research Center’s Survey 

2017, the Muslims in America show no racial or 

ethnic majority. All of them show racial and ethnic 

diversity. The origin of American Muslims is from 

75 countries. The PEW Research Survey finds “No 
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single racial or ethnic group accounts for a 

majority among Muslim immigrants, with 45% 

identifying as white and a similar share (41%) 

identifying as Asian.” (Muslims in America: 

Immigrants and those born in U.S. see life 

differently in many ways) 

As far as their view towards religious practices 

is concerned, what constitutes in fact the essential 

culture of Muslims, 65 percent immigrants say that 

religion is very important for them while 44 

percent pray five times; 80 percent observe fasting 

during Ramadhan; 45 percent attend a religious 

service once in a week; 47 percent considered 

Halal food (the permitted foods in religion with 

permitted method of preparation) essential for 

Muslims and among women 40 percent prefer head 

covering most of the time or all times. (Muslims in 

America: Immigrants and those born in U.S. see 

life differently in many ways) These data show that 

the Muslim population of America is not so 

fundamentalist nor does it follow its religion 

strictly.  

 

4. MIGRATION AND CULTURE 

 

As the theme of the paper is to see the 

relationship between migration and culture in a host 

nation, the study of the Muslim migrants in Europe 

and America shows that there is no such threat of 

exclusive cultural zone of Muslim migrants in 

Europe and America. Neither the migrant 

population is too big in Europe (with high migration 

the population of Muslims in Europe in 2050 would 

be no more than 14 percent) nor is it in America (the 

number of Muslim in America would be 2.1 percent 

only) (Mohamed, January 3, 2018) How such a 

small population can put a threat to a population 

five times bigger is indeed a matter of study. The 

study of the behavior of the migrants in terms of 

their origin country cannot be accepted in the study 

of the behavior of the migrants in the host countries.  

On the other hand the population of Muslim 

migrants is not homogeneous and hegemonic so 

that it could threaten the culture of the majority of 

any nation. As per the survey of PEW Research 

Center, the Muslim migrants of America come 

from 75 countries while in Europe the origins of 

Muslim migrants are from as many as more than 

50 countries. (Muslims in America: Immigrants 

and those born in U.S. see life differently in many 

ways) The Muslim migrants are divided on the 

racial, ethnic and cultural line, only religion being 

that that binds them all. In such a case how can the 

Muslim migrants pose a major threat to the major 

culture of Europe and USA? 

The point that should be considered while 

studying the culture of the Muslim migrants in 

Europe and USA is that they are not seen in terms 

of racial and ethnic groups but in terms of religion. 

In terms of racial and ethnic groups, Muslims 

migrants are more diverse in their culture than the 

people of their host nations. They are similar to 

other racial and ethnic groups residing in the 

continent of Europe and America. In case of racial 

or ethnic groups the Muslim population in USA is 

divided into white (42 percent), Black (20 percent), 

Asian (28 percent) Hispanic (8 percent) and 

others/mixed (3 percent). (Muslims in America: 

Immigrants and those born in U.S. see life 

differently in many ways) 

Similarly, the ethnic and racial division of the 

Muslims in Europe is Asian, African, Eastern 

European (Bosnian, Macedonian, Russian etc.), 

Turkish, Arab etc. In the same way, in terms of 

religion, the whole of Europe is an example of the 

hegemony of Christianity. And if religion is taken 

as the basis of a culture, then Europe presents a 

hegemonic cultural zone of Christianity which has 

no match and threat from the Muslim migrants 

which are in very small numbers. 

In the case of the racial and ethnic basis of 

culture, Europe is a multicultural continent and in 

that case too Europe should not fear any cultural 

threat from the migrant Muslims whose number is 

small and divided into numerous races and ethnic 

groups. In the case of USA too there is no cultural 

threat from the Muslim migrants as they are 

divided on racial and ethnic lines and are very 

small in number, just 1.1 percent in present and 

about 2 percent in 2050. In case of a culture based 

on religion, there is no match of the culture of 

USA with Migrant Muslims both in terms of 

numbers and sects (Shia, Sunni, Qadyani etc.). 

Perceiving the culture of the Muslim migrants 

and the host nations in term of religion is nothing 

but to create enmity through misunderstanding 

between the world of Islam and the world of 

Christianity, although both these religions have 

many common grounds to share and help each 

other. In case of Muslim migrants religion cannot 

be accepted as a tool to study the culture. If it is 

accepted as a tool it will create misunderstanding, 

which would be threat to the world peace and 

development. 

In the same way the survey of the PEW 

Research center shows that the American Muslims 

do not strictly adhere to the basic principles of 

Islam. It means that a considerable number between 

20 to 50 percent are either assimilated or integrated 

with the culture of the host nations as the response 
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on various aspects of the culture by Muslim 

population shows. In another example 93 percent 

considered themselves as proud Americans while 95 

percent considered themselves to be proud Muslim, 

which makes us observe that here is no line of 

division between religion and nationality. (Muslims 

in America: Immigrants and those born in U.S. see 

life differently in many ways) 

Therefore, in the light of the present study 

there is no chance for the creation of an exclusive 

cultural zone or hegemony of the culture of 

Muslim migrants in the continent of Europe or in 

U.S.A. till 2050. Whatever could be the possible 

threat to the culture of the host nations has been 

eliminated with the policy of multiculturalism, 

assimilation and migration policy. The real threat 

can be seen in the reversal of the multicultural 

policy by many European nations and emergence 

of many political right wings opposing the 

immigrants in Europe and in America. 

The hypothetical fear that has been created 

around the increasing number of the Muslim 

migrants in Europe and America is not true and 

misleading in the light of the number, racial, ethnic 

and cultural background of the Muslim migrants 

and the host nations.  

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The present paper has studied the migration of 

the Muslims in Europe and in USA from various 

points of views of culture and reached the 

conclusion that, with the present ratio of migration 

of Muslims in Europe and America, it is not a  

threat to the culture of Europe and America. Even 

on the basis of projection of the population, there is 

no chance of the creation of an exclusive or 

cultural zone of migrated Muslims and cultural 

hegemony of any sort till 2050. The fear for 

separatism on the basis of increasing number of the 

Muslim migrants is hypothetical, which has no 

basis taking into account the available data 

presented by various organizations. There is no 

chance till 2050 of the creation of nation (culture) 

beyond nation (culture of origin). There may be 

possible the emergence of few small pockets of 

cultural zone in many parts of Europe but they 

would be not so powerful to threaten the 

hegemonic culture of Europe based on diversity 

and unity (European Union). 
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Abstract: In this paper we propose to assess the possible anticipatory European identity and security context in the 

post-Brexit age. In this context, based on the concept of theory neomedievalist of English School, we tried to support 

the hypothesis that UK out of the EU club could lead to resize identity and security European architecture, in a 

similar manner as the type congress / European concert, established after the defeat of France in the Napoleonic 

Wars. The research objective is to identify similarities / differences between the two factual historical and security 

contexts on the continent, which are able to support the previous hypothesis. Quadrilateral power (Russia, Prussia, 

Austria, England) in Europe established after the Congress of the Holy Alliance, could be replicated in a similar 

quadrangle after a new E.U. treaty that would reshape E.U. after Brexit, quadrilateral composed of European 

powers that were favorable to the project said two-speed Europe (Germany, France, Italy, Spain). Therefore, a set 

of conditions similar postnapoleonic context could create prerequisites of identity construction and security type 

neopostnapolenic, but supplemented by functional integration problems.  

 

Keywords: European identity; security; Europe post-Brexit; concert/ congress neopostnapoleonic. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

 

Over the last two centuries, the balance of the 

international system has constantly depended on 

the condition of security on the European 

continent, and the finding of the most appropriate 

continental security formula has proved to be one 

of the most difficult enterprises both in terms of 

political and diplomatic practice and on the level of 

intellectual-epistemic theorization. Whereas 

constructivists recognize the identity factor as 

being a significant component of European 

security, the rationalists of the English School 

assert the role of normative arrangements 

(agreements, treaties) in calibrating the continental 

security framework. In Europe, more than in any 

other regions of the World, the architecture of 

national identities and security framework has 

undergone evolutionary metamorphoses in line 

with the dynamics of political and historical 

transformations validated by political, economic or 

security arrangements. Thus, the Treaty of 

Westphalia (1648), the Congress of the Holy 

Alliance (1815), the Treaty of Versailles (1919), 

the Treaty of Paris (1947), the Treaties of the 

European Communities (1957) are examples of 

arrangements that have brought about new 

political, economic and security formats across the 

continent. Many of them have capitalized on a 

number of institutions and systems used by 

previous arrangements. 

Pursuing this line of reasoning, we will argue 

that Britain's exit from the European Union could 

generate a new security framework on the 

continent, similar to that established after France's 

defeat in the Napoleonic wars, even if the United 

Kingdom's exit is a voluntary gesture as opposed 

to France’s, the latter being a consequence of the 

humiliating defeat. 

Over this background, we find many 

similarities between certain systemic elements of 

the post-Napoleonian context and those of the 

current European framework under Brexit 

conditions. The comparative examination allows us 

to analyze from a neo-medievalist perspective the 

European dynamics determined by the UK’s 

separatist option. The liberalization of Continental 

Europe from a series of restrictions associated with 

former British claims
1
 could lead to a re-

                                                             
1
 Optout clause; not including the Schengen space; differences 

in fiscal policy, defense and common security policy etc. 
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/consolidation of the EU's basic treaties, in order to 

strengthen the convergence of common policies 

and thereby increase the degree of Community 

integration in the new circumstances.  

The need for such a reconsolidation is 

illustrated by the positions already adopted by 

European officials regarding the re-/design of the 

EU at different speeds. In fact, Brexit seems to be 

an excuse that allows for the opportunity of 

implementing the organizational and security 

reconfiguration desired by the powers of "old 

Europe", given the current volatile security climate 

(migration, terrorism) and the poor economic and 

social convergence of the so-called "new Europe" 

spaces which joined after 2004. Obviously, the 

EU's political and security rearrangements, once 

institutionalized, will be accompanied by the 

adjoining identity and community corolla 

(Bărbulescu, 2015: 547) responsible, in their turn, 

for perceptual and behavioral readjustments in 

post-Brexit Europe. Europe’s new structure, 

following a new gravitational model, will be 

facilitated by the prospective institutional 

segregation of actors with different "weights" in 

the process of political, security and identity re-

establishment of European society. This 

phenomenon creates the premises of a state of fact 

similar to the one institutionalized by the 1815 

Congress of the Holy Alliance. 

For the purpose of comparative contextual 

assessment, we have identified and extracted the 

premises in question by comparing the provisions of 

the political and security arrangements established 

by the Treaty of the Holy Alliance, the current 

provisions of the consolidated European Treaties, 

and the declarations of intent of European leaders. 

The aim of this paper is to identify and 

evaluate the similarities and differences between 

the post-Napoleonic political and security context 

and the current one, under the Brexit / post-Brexit 

conditions. 

The research hypothesis states that by leaving 

the EU, the UK generates the contextual 

framework necessary to undertake a remodeling of 

the European Community architecture in line with 

the political, economic and security interests of the 

main post-Brexit actors (Germany, France, Italy, 

Spain); the model gives a mimetic projection of the 

situation managed by the European powers 

(Prussia, Austria, Russia, England) after the 

Congress of Vienna. 

The paper is structured according to the 

following sections: introduction, literature review 

and epistemic framing, methodological approaches, 

results, conclusions and bibliographic references.  

 

2. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

The basic treaty provisions of the EU with 

regard to community governance, have brought to 

the limelight of the academic debate of the last 

decades the assertion of neo-medievalism, a model 

promoted by the representatives of the English 

School. Neo-medievalism argues that national 

sovereigns have a strong devolution to both 

supranational and sub-national levels of 

governance (Bull, [1977], 2012:245). In a manner 

similar to the neo-medievalist thesis put forward 

by Bull, we can argue that the current European 

conjuncture related to Brexit brings to attention the 

emergence of elements associated with the context 

generated by the provisions of the Final Act of the 

1815 Congress of the Holy Alliance. 

Most academic approaches assess 

comparatively the framework of European security 

institutions. The European power concert is 

analyzed through the lens of how similar the 

balance of power established at the Congress of 

Vienna (1815) is, compared to the less known 

subsystem power balance of the current 

environment, which is largely concealed by the 

institutional framework of the European Union 

(Miroiu, Soare, 2006:207-208).  

According to Jervis, the status quo established 

after the Napoleonic Wars can be seen as a security 

regime (Jervis, 1982:364), and at present the 

European context can be interpreted to the limit as 

operating under the security regime offered by 

OSCE (Ungureanu, 2006:241), an aspect which 

has been conserved after Brexit. However, the 

current data allow us to give a view alternative to 

Jervis’s and to accept the current and immediate 

situation as a predictable exception to the accepted 

rule for building a power concert, according to 

which "a concert of power can be established only 

after a conflagration against a potential hegemon" 

(Jervis, 1985:60). However, there are also a 

number of differences which are noted in the 

literature such as the security community based on 

identities and shared values (Adler, Barnett, 

1998:31) operable in the EU (most likely after 

Brexit as well), which did not exist in post-

Napoleonic Europe. 

Taking Buzan and Wæver's considerations as a 

starting point, we can state that the composition of 

European security in the post-Brexit era could 

circumscribe some security coordinates similar to 

those of the post-Napoleonic concert, namely a 

series of institutional arrangements that vary from 

the perspective of the themes and the approaches 
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covered (Buzan et al., 2011:266) and with obvious 

differences. Thus, from a neo-realistic perspective, 

the post-Brexit stage could re-/bring the exercise of 

a balance of power within the EU, but in an 

exclusively economic and non-military matrix 

(Ungureanu, 2010:81). 

The saving epistemic solution that might offer 

an explanation for the similarities between the 

post-Napoleonic European concert and the 

probable post-Brexit one comes, rather, from a 

neoliberal perspective on the subject. The 

interdependencies between the European powers 

after 1815, those of today, and those in the 

immediate future, seem to be taking place within a 

network of rules, norms and procedures (Keohane, 

Nye, 2009:64), determined by the reciprocity of 

interests between these powers, the expectations 

regarding the others’ behavior as well as their 

number (Axelrod, Keohane, 1993:87-98). 

According to constructivist assessments, the 

normative framework, along with the interactions 

and the conveyance of ideas, regulate the 

relationships among states and influence their 

behaviors and identities, albeit in different ways 

across the eras (Legro, 2009).  

Thus, some fixed constructs of identity could 

add to the socio-economic and security 

reconfiguration of the continent in an era of future 

post-sovereignty (Greenhill, 2008:365), in a 

manner similar to the catalytic role that 

nationalisms had for the consolidation of 

sovereignty in the post-Napoleonic stage 

(Armstrong, 1982:96). It is therefore desirable that 

a remapping of the power concert in Europe be 

accompanied by a gradual rethinking of European 

identities (Morin, 1987:47), in accordance with the 

sympathies associated with the new arrangements 

(Ross, 2006:198) and with the ongoing 

metamorphosis of the national phenomenon’s 

facets in Europe (Rumford, Buhari, 2014:121; 

Adamson, Demetriou, 2007:490). Understanding 

these changes is essential for a rational 

management of predictable remodeling in 

continental architecture and assumes the end goal 

of safe cohabitation in a common European home, 

governed by balance and security.  

 

3. METHODOLOGICAL ASPECTS 

 

For the purpose of identifying the similarities 

and differences between the European context 

established in the aftermath of the Vienna 

Congress and the current post-Brexit situation, we 

used a questionnaire comprising essential issues 

that characterize the two eras. The items of the 

questionnaire cover three categories of referential 

elements, namely the elements of the political 

framework - 5 items, elements of the economic 

framework - 4 items and elements of the security 

framework - 5 items (Table 1). The answers to 

these items were formulated by extracting the 

corresponding information from the content of the 

normative acts and their derivatives, acts which 

established the organizational and functional 

configuration of the European system at the two 

relevant historical moments: the Final Act of the 

1815 Congress of Vienna, the Consolidated Basic 

Treaties of the European Union, decisions, 

recommendations and opinions of the EU 

institutions and their decision-makers on Brexit 

issues. 

With regards to the political framework, we 

focused on identifying the main processes 

underlying the political and security arrangements 

of the two eras, the emerging ideologies, the 

distribution of power centers in the international 

system, and the way in which power was exercised 

across the continent. Three of the five points used 

in the questionnaire outline current Brexit related 

processes in a converging grid, with similar 

processes that appeared following the Congress of 

the Holy Alliance.  

Thus, the main continental event in the post-

Napoleonic era was the political and territorial 

unification of central Europe (in the German 

space), while in the post-Brexit era a 

reconceptualization of European integration is 

anticipated, with the same Germany being 

considered as the catalyst. This phenomenon will 

undoubtedly have to be validated by a new post-

Brexit treaty, as the European reality after the 

defeat of France was enforced by the Final Act of 

the Congress of Vienna. The reconceptualization 

of both epochs was / is accompanied by the 

emergence of new deviant ideas: while the 19
th
 

century has seen the emergence of revolutionary, 

Marxist, socialist ideologies, the current era seems 

to witness the explosion of populist, Eurosceptic 

and anti-system ideas. There are only two 

referential items of the European political domain 

which do not present comparative convergence: the 

way power is distributed in the current 

international system is no longer a Eurocentric, but 

a polycentric one, and the exercise of power at 

European level is largely based on a qualified 

majority vote of the EU Council, and not on a 

restoration of Europe's principles as established by 

the Holy Alliance. 
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Table 1. The comparative framework of European context postnapoleonic and post-Brexit contex 

Referential 

elements 

Enquiry Europe in the 

postnapoleonian age 

Europe in the post-Brexit age 

 

 

 

 

 

Political features 

Main process Political and territorial 

unification/ centralization in 

Central Europe (German area) 

Reconsidering E.U. integration 

(around Germany) 

Basic rule/ act/ 

arrangement 

The European arrangement 

architecture by the 

Agreements of the Congress 

of Holy Alliance 

The arrangement of new E.U. 

architecture by a new treaty to 

strengthen the E.U.ʼs basic treaties 

New ideas/ 

Schismatic ideas 

The development of 

alternative ideologies 

(revolutionary/ socialist / 

marxist ideologies) 

The development of alternative 

ideologies (populist/ eurosceptic/ 

iliberal/ countersystem ideologies) 

The distribution of 

centers of power in 

international system 

Eurocentric international 

system 

Polycentric international system 

The exercise of 

power 

The restoration of the Princesʼ 

Europe 

Community decisions by qualified 

majority voting 

 

 

 

Economic features 

Economic processes 

founder 

Developing capitalist 

economy after the industrial 

revolution 

Digital and innovative world 

economy development after the IT 

revolution 

Evolutionary 

economic processes 

Tranzition from premonopoly 

capitalism to the monopoly 

capitalism 

Strengthening newfunctionalist 

economic integration: preparing 

the transition to fiscal union 

Type of market Free economy in monopoly 

conditions 

Internal Market based on the four 

freedoms  

Monetary system Gold monetary standard Single currency; Euro wide area 

 

 

 

 

 

Security features 

Type of institutional 

system 

European concert/ congress of 

security 

Security concert into the Euro-

Atlantic Community of security 

Type of European 

framework 

An architecture with two 

categories of actors: 4 

hegemon powers (Russia, 

Prussia, Austria, England) + 

outskirts of Europe 

An architecture designed for a two-

speed Europe: 4 main actors 

(Germany, France, Italy, Spain) + 

outskirts of Europe 

Type of insecurity Turbulences generated by the 

empowerment of indigenous 

nationalities 

Turbulences associated with the 

diasporic communities outside 

Europe deterritorialized 

Security status of 

Europe 

Security independence of 

Europe 

Euro-Atlantic political-military 

Alliance 

Existence/ Non-

existence of ex-

European threats 

No ex-European threats Ex-European threats 

Legend:            - similarities 

            - differences 

Source: Authorsʼ proceedings 
 

The elements of the economic framework have 

taken into account the transformation processes of 

the European economy, the existing market type 

and monetary system. Two of the four points used 

in the questionnaire highlight the convergence of 

current post-Brexit processes with some processes 

following the Congress of Vienna. Thus, in both 

eras, Europe had/has recently re-established itself 

in the matrix of new types of economies: the 

development of the capitalist economy following 

the industrial revolution, and the development of 

the digital and innovative economy following the 

IT revolution (Kobrin, 1998:382). Likewise, both 

periods have experienced beneficial transition 

processes: the transition from pre-monopoly 

capitalism to monopoly capitalism in the 19
th
 

century, and the preparation of the transition to the 

fiscal union, that will have to be sanctioned by the 

next post-Brexit consolidation treaty. The two 

items related to the economic domain reflect 

divergences between the reference moments, due 

to the processual dynamics of the European 
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economy: monopoly capitalism versus integrated 

economy based on the freedom of movement of 

capital, goods, people and services, namely 

monetary system based on the gold standard versus 

European single currency and, most likely, on the 

rethinking of the Eurozone after Brexit, based on 

the European model with two (or more) speeds. 

Continental security parameters derive 

exclusively from the projected security 

arrangements anticipated (Mitzen, 2006:342): 

adopted models of security architecture, types of 

internal turbulence, Europe's security status in the 

international system, the nature of the new 

emergent threats. Three of the five security items 

used in the questionnaire reveal shades of 

similarities between the 1815 post-Vienna security 

patterns in Europe and post-Brexit Europe. Both 

security contexts state the power concert as the 

institution admitted to the continent, with the 

amendment that, perhaps, after the UK’s exit, the 

community’s power concert will be further 

circumscribed, from a security point of view, to the 

Euro-Atlantic Security Community, compared to 

its post-Napoleonic independence. 

At the same time, for both periods, the 

European power architecture is structured 

according to the two-speed Europe model: the 

dominant core and the peripheries; the difference is 

only given by the composition of the hard core: 

Russia, Prussia, Austria and England, as laid down 

in the Final Act of the Holy Alliance, and 

Germany, France, Italy and Spain, according to 

their position in support of the statements made by 

the President of the European Commission with 

regard to a post-two-speed Brexit. The internal 

unrests of 19
th
 century Europe, as a result of the 

emancipation of nationalities, are replaced by new 

phenomena - such as radicalization, alienation and 

social exclusion, identity crises - generated by the 

presence of extra-European diasporas (Chiru, 

Barna, 2006). The contextual differences between 

the periods under scrutiny refer to the origin of the 

threats (excluding the 19
th
 century intra-European 

ones, predominantly extra-European at present) as 

well as Europe's degree of security autonomy (19
th
 

century security independence as opposed to the 

current dependence on NATO's Atlantic Alliance).  

 

4. RESULTS 

 

The previous evaluation allows for a European 

Post-Brexit model, based on the coordinates of a 

European power concert similar to that established 

by the Congress of the Holy Alliance, although not 

completely identical.  

Indeed, the post-Brexit community order aims 

at fulfilling similar goals to the post-Napoleonic 

concert, but in the matrix of the new main actors: 

preserving the European equilibrium, preserving 

intergovernmentalism (based on the sovereignty of 

states, albeit with wider predictions), maintaining 

security and stability in accordance with both the 

Community norms and the security commitments 

that the EU Member States are part of. The 

paradigm of preserving the European balance, 

most strongly supported by England and Austria in 

1815, now has Spain and Italy as fervent 

supporters because of their security interests in the 

secessionist tendencies they feel threatened by 

(Catalonia, the Basque Country, South Tyrol). The 

Germany-France pair seems to be replacing, in a 

rather mimetic way, the Russia-Prussia pair at the 

Vienna Congress. Russia's 1815 desire to establish 

a European federation under the leadership of Tsar 

Alexander I (metamorphosed in the "European 

Common House" skillfully reinvented by Mikhail 

Gorbachev between 1987 and 1989) is now 

replaced by Germany's hegemonic tendency in 

what seems to be an unbalanced European Union 

after the leave of the United Kingdom. Therefore, 

through a counterfactual exercise in imagination, 

we can visualize the virtual translation of the 

Tsarist Europe of 1815, to the more plausible 

Europe of the Kaiser (Ferguson, 2013:149); in fact, 

we are dealing with only a relative increase in 

Germany's potential in the new European concert, 

attributable to a "smaller" West on a global scale 

(Boia, 2013). By converging to the line of 

Germany, France finds itself in a position very 

similar to that of Prussia at the time of the Holy 

Alliance. Even Britain, as an EU outsider, can be 

given the posture of France in the post-congress 

power concert. Though defeated, France managed 

to be accepted in the power concert after 1818, 

thanks to the capability of its Foreign Minister, 

Charles Talleyrand. Similarly, the United 

Kingdom, which had firmly refused to join the 

European Community in 1957, was accepted as a 

member in 1973. In such a context, we have all the 

arguments to state that a possible wish on 

London’s behalf to rejoin the community club (in 

another format), would not be refused. 

From the perspective of such an emerging 

evolution and the silent acceptance of a wider 

multiple speed European project, it is possible to 

outline the post-Brexit landscape. If the model is to 

be validated by a new treaty, Europe's first speed 

could include the four main actors (Germany, 

France, Italy and Spain) along with some other 

developed "old Europe" members for the 
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reconfigured euro zone. In this context, the 

Eurozone concert could give up on some of the 

current members (such as Greece and Cyprus) in a 

similar way that the actors of the Congress of 

Vienna decided to exclude Spain from the post-

Napoleonic concert (Wight, 2002:53). Europe’s 

first speed could also include some non-Euro 

members, which prove not only good economic 

compatibility, but also an identitarian and socio-

cultural one with most of the other members of this 

elitist group (such as Denmark and Sweden). 

A second-speed Europe would include the 

current non-Euro states, to which Greece and 

Cyprus would be added, all of which are perceived 

as having not only economic difficulties, but also 

serious socio-cultural differences with their first-

rate competitors. 

Another emerging dimension that supports the 

hypothesis of a post-Brexit Europe very similar to 

the post-Napoleon Europe is the nature of 

alternative ideas. Just as the 19
th
 century was 

marked by the emergence of Marxist revolutionary 

ideologies, so is the present age increasingly 

disturbed by Eurosceptic or anti-system ideologies.  

Neo-post-Napoleonian emergence is also 

ensured by the upgrading of some economic “rites 

of passage”. The current development, which 

derives from the technological revolution, 

resembles that of the 19
th
 century, which was 

generated by the effects of the industrial 

revolution, and the transition to a tax integration of 

the community body (catalyzed by Britain’s leave). 

Therefore, the transition to liberal capitalism is 

repeated in a ritualistic fashion. 

At the same time, today’s Europe and that of 

the near future, will have to find the most 

appropriate instruments for managing the social 

instabilities (Ciupercă, 2018) related to the 

existence of allochthonous diaspora minorities, just 

as between 1815-1918 the European powers had to 

cope with the waves associated with the 

emancipation of indigenous nationalities.  

 

4. CONCLUSIONS 

 

The assessment of the current post-Brexit 

European dynamics compared to that of the 1815 

Congress of the Holy Alliance, reveals the 

possibility of offering an epistemic definition to 

the context, in the form of a neo-post-Napoleonian 

paradigm, seen as an intellectual mutation of the 

neo-medievalist theory, the latter being largely 

accepted in the field of international relations and 

security studies. The emergence of our paradigm 

encompasses political, economic and security 

dimensions. 

From a political point of view, the United 

Kingdom's exit from the European Union could be 

used as an opportunity, similar to France’s 

departure from the 1815 European Concert, for the 

reconfiguration of the European scene. The 

projection of a new European concert would allow 

the institutionalization of a two-speed gravity 

model of Europe, enforced according to the 

political, economic and security interests of four 

main European actors (Germany, France, Italy and 

Spain); this idea resembles that of the post-

Napoleonic hard-core which was made up of 

Russia, Prussia, Austria and England. 

The economic realities circumscribe the 

register of beneficial consequences (the current IT 

revolution versus the industrial revolution) and the 

expected transitions (transition to the fiscal union 

versus the transition to the liberal economy during 

the years following the industrial revolution). 

In terms of security, the new realities address the 

turbulences associated with extra-European 

diaspora communities, which have replaced the 

turmoil caused by the emancipation of indigenous 

nationalities in the 19
th
 century. 
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Abstract: There is a strong bond between the individual, the state and the society. Failing to properly address the 

relationship between individuals inside a community and culture will bring democracy into contempt. Although it 

should promote values and target important questions regarding the civic life, the state is now more than ever 

concerned of its well-being in terms of pursuing new markets and promoting empty social discourse. In a sense, it is 

not democracy which dwindles but its leaders and political representatives. Their inconsistency and lack of 

discourse brings us today in front of a new challenge: the rise of populist nationalism, a byproduct of immoral 

markets, widen inequality and a new social contract. My thesis aims at connecting the dots between the decline of 

civic life due to increased inequality and the rise of populist nationalism, in a soft-despotic context, which settles the 

terms for a new social contract. Having to do with a Tocquevillean approach on democracy and despotism, my 

paper will endure the illusion of self-determination, postulating nonetheless the idea of contractualism and civic 

duty.  

 

Keywords: civic life; nationalism; democracy; despotism; inequality 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION - FROM THE 

PERPETUAL PEACE TO THE END OF 

HISTORY 

 

When Kant proposed the following idea which 

stated: “the greatest problem for the human species 

to which nature compels it to seek a solution is the 

achievement of a civil society which administers 

right universally” (Kant, 2006:8), he also  

considered “a perfectly just civil constitution” as  

being the highest goal for mankind (Kant, 2006:8). 

I believe Kant was somehow ahead of our time 

when issuing the above, as we can see nowadays 

that there is something peculiar happening inside 

our societies, as they grow more and more apart 

from a sense of communality and morality, both 

being aspects of which social and civic life are  

strictly dependable. 

If Hobbes referred to institutions, as means to 

ensure authority inside the community (Hobbes, 

1651), Rousseau built his idea of a society 

postulating the supremacy of law and order 

(Rousseau, 2002). They both met Kant’s view that 

each individual has an intrinsic duty whenever he 

steps inside the society, a duty of shaping itself in 

order to maintain a common bond with the other 

citizens with whom he or she interacts, building 

the society as a whole, its institutions, and with 

that, its laws. In Kant’s perception, the social 

contract derives out of necessity, and imposes the 

actual society, which is meant to protect the 

individuals (Kant, 2006). For that safety, the state 

has to provide and guarantee two of the most 

important principles of life, which is liberty and 

equality. Hobbes’s tyranny has no place inside 

Kant’s theory, as it leads to a violation of any 

individual’s right for self-determination. 

Although Kant isn’t perceived as an actual 

social contract theoretician, his contribution in this 

regard is undoubtable. For Kant, the social contract 

represents an idea, one of great fortune and also a 

test for human reason (Kant, 2006). Furthermore, 

Kant’s perpetual peace depends on democracy’s 

success, a lottery at which most states, haven’t yet 

bought any tickets. 

As we can see, we haven’t yet reached the final 

form of human government as Fukuyama 

considered (Fukuyama, 1992), nor we can 

currently conclude the victory of democracy, as it 

may have come to a point where it should be 

improved and frequently adapted to an increasingly 

dynamic international context. The globalisation 

and marketisation of every aspect of our lives 

inflicts many changes upon the democratic 

establishment and ”proposes” many challenges, 

some of which are still to come. 
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In the present paper I shall focus on briefly 

presenting a new form of social contract, which 

was pointed out early on by Tocqueville, while 

having an approach on a new form of despotism 

that pushes the society from having a smooth 

democracy into accompanying a fierce form of 

populist nationalism, built upon social inequality 

and its proceedings. While admitting the current 

limits of my essay, I strongly consider pointing 

out, now and in future writings, that there is a 

strong bond between our civic behaviour and the 

world we are shaping for the next generations. Of 

course such endeavours need a broad approach, 

that’s why I shall adjust the present content, 

accordingly.  

 

2. DEMOCRACY AND DESPOTISM IN 

ALEXIS DE TOCQUEVILLE 

 

While being a key figure inside the study of 

democracy, Tocqueville isn’t recognised among 

the social contract theoreticians that made an 

impact on the concept. For him, the notions of civil 

society and democracy were in connection, as the 

first witnesses the second’s evolution. Tocqueville 

believed that the society included ideas, traditions, 

institutions and a firm feel of democracy as a state 

of mind. In order to support progress and political 

representation, people encounter one another in the 

public life, issuing public discourse and 

cooperation between individuals that hold the 

liberty of free speech and self-determination. 

Tocqueville’s assertion of what democracy is 

and could be, still remains topical. While he 

considered social interaction as being a part of a 

mechanism that drives democracy on a path of 

continuous evolution, there are a few negative 

implications regarding the rule of the majority. As 

the public debate and discourse narrows, a gap 

between the individuals and the political 

establishment unravels. For Tocqueville, the close 

distance between the citizens and their political 

representatives stands as a vital aspect of 

democracy. The centralisation of the political 

system raises many questions regarding the 

concept of civil liberty and acts as a tool for any 

despotic tendency. In other words, the 

Frenchmen’s idea of despotism is quite different 

from the ones which were used before him. The 

standard notion of despotism had a violent 

approach, clear statements, untainted beliefs and  

so-called ideological targets. On the other hand, 

Tocqueville’s new form of despotism is rather 

unusual, as it is soft and misperceived. 

Montesquieu was the first to consider the term soft-

despotism in the middle of the eighteenth century, in 

connection with England’s rulers, although it was 

the frenchmen who gave it a context and elaborated 

on its sense (Scott, 2009: 70). Tocqueville’s soft-

despotism follows the rise of a despotic ruler, that 

seizes every individual’s mind and self-

determination without them even noticing. It is 

silent, misperceived and very efficient. It also 

allows its citizens to follow what they think they 

want or need, while the state assures that they get it 

in a limited sense, gradually turning them in people 

who are dependable of their ruler, although their 

actions are in fact limited and controlled. Soft-

despotism is in some ways an invisible form of 

controlling the society and its members, up to a 

point where the ones that rule are so powerful that 

nothing can move them away from their authority. 

This is frightening because it is subtle and it derives 

from a new form of social contract, one that puts 

everything in the hand of the state.  

 

3. THE NEW SOCIAL CONTRACT AND THE 

ILLUSION OF SELF-DETERMINATION 

 
Soft-despotism creates the illusion of self-

determination not only by allowing people to 

democratically elect their political leaders but by 

charging them with the ideas of which they are 

autonomous, although that isn’t entirely true. It 

also operates by the rules and laws that are 

rightfully established and by which, they exercise 

control over the society, limiting any individual 

growth beyond their reach. Additionally, it guides 

the society by its own will, restraining any 

reactionary temptation.  

A soft-despotic establishment doesn’t use force 

or any other violent behaviour. It is quiet and 

peaceful, but most important, it doesn't show its  

real face. By controlling the citizens and guiding 

them accordingly, the tyranny is senseless. The 

power of the people remains strictly on paper, while 

the tyrant makes sure its authority is legitimate and 

the popular demands are obsolete. In some ways, 

things haven't changed much since Tocqueville's 

notes were made. What is indeed different from 

then, is the fact that the economy is now above the 

political dominion, it being in control of policy 

making and the political interests’ spectrum.  

Nowadays markets control every aspect of our 

lives and there is literally nothing that money can't 

buy. This particularly assures that people of 

different social status live separate lives and don’t 

encounter one another inside the society, as they 

share different road lanes, tickets lines, stores, 

while allowing those that are wealthy enough, to 
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benefit from the marketisation of everything 

(Sandel, 2012:7). This social discrepancy leads to 

inequality, lack of solidarity and tolerance, the 

absence of social debate and most important — a 

disunited society. 

Children go to different schools based on their  

social status, get a limited amount of respect and 

opportunity, and don’t live up to the expectations 

of a so-called democratic society. Furthermore, a 

market society being one in which a child is paid to 

read a book a day, or a convicted criminal can 

optionally choose to upgrade his cell if he pays the 

right price, raises questions about the way we wish 

to spend our lives and the future we create for our 

next generations (Sandel, 2012).  

In my opinion, the so-called soft-despotic 

upheaval is being determined by a change o social 

contract, due to increased inequality that has 

formed in connection with the lack of social debate 

and inappropriate leaders/models. The new social 

contract that I am referring to, is oblivious for 

those who sign it. In other words, the citizens 

approve of it tacitly. It can be compared to 

Hobbes’s social contract, it being the result of 

yielding responsibility to a leader (in our case 

elected) that is suitable to lead the society. 

Although in both cases the authority is accepted, 

what differs from Hobbes’s notion of social 

contract is the fact that in its newest form the 

authority doesn’t act in plain sight, whereas its 

actions are invisible and they target the 

individual’s faith, being also absolute, though with 

a softer approach. 

Inside a society which is governed by the new 

form of the social contract, people tend to be 

persuaded by the apparent equality and liberty. 

They live with the illusion of self-determination 

and don’t even consider the leaders as being 

tyrants but merely tutors (Tocqueville, 2005:333). 

Their thought is being darkened and seized by the 

authority in the virtue of the new social contract. 

The saddest part is that the citizens are 

involuntarily choosing to enter this contract as they 

are unaware of its implications and of the soft-

despotic engagement that it assumes. 

Currently, the new social contract installs upon 

unstable societies, that face a period of growing 

inequality, due to the lack of public debate and the 

globalisation of markets which are expanding beyond 

imagination and moral standards. The marketisation 

of everything shares a fair bond with inequality and 

contributes to the lack of social interaction and public 

discourse. People don’t find debates attractive 

anymore and that concerns the way we conduct our 

civic life, being a part of a society meaning we need 

to take a proactive position inside it, sharing views 

and opinions that might enact a coherent social 

discourse for the community and the political 

establishment to consider. Of course, being torn apart 

by inequality, people live totally separate lives, not 

being close to each other in order to socially interact 

and to develop common grounds. This brings us in 

front of an anxiousness behaviour by our 

counterparts inside the society, constantly showing 

that we are on a path to separation and intolerance 

towards one another.  

The civic life suffers under the pressure of 

raising inequality and the results of an unbalanced 

social discourse tend to go on the extreme. Such 

results determine they way we cast our votes, share 

our public thoughts, and react to the political 

behaviour. Furthermore, the inconclusive political 

discourse and the inefficiency of the political 

establishment has made the voters edgy and 

unsettled for compromise. This is why liberal 

democracy is held responsible by so many 

nowadays, for the lack of accuracy in policy 

making, and also why populist nationalism is 

gaining more and more success among the 

European societies.  

 

4. THE DECLINE OF LIBERAL 

DEMOCRACY AND THE RISE OF 

POPULIST NATIONALISM 

 

There are three aspects that we should consider 

whenever we are labelling a form of government as 

being populistic (Fukuyama, 2018). From 

Fukuyama’s point of view, the first aspect is that it 

“supports policies that are going to be good on the 

short run but bad on the long run”. The second 

characteristic is that of “addressing only to a 

certain part of the society” (an ethnic or racial 

group), while emphasising a kind of national 

identity that excludes any other “outsiders”. And 

for the third characteristic, Fukuyama points us in 

the direction of a much more identifiable aspect, 

that of the “cult of personality” which is relevant 

for the style of the populistic leadership 

(Fukuyama, 2018). All three of these aspects being 

put together are consistent to the label of populism. 

As we can easily see nowadays, in some states, all 

three of the characteristics mentioned by 

Fukuyama are being marked. 

The inconsistency of assuring a constant public 

discourse served as a standpoint for the political 

class to indulge in a kind of empty political 

discourse. The latter were convinced that the more 

they pursue economic benefits for the society as a 

whole, the more the citizens would prosper and  
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tend to support them for another mandate. In this 

regard, they have failed to consider addressing 

bigger questions, for which the population had 

interest in, such as those related to education, 

values, inequality or day-to-day problems that affect 

every part of the society. Unfortunately, false made 

promises and unbalanced strategies regarding 

markets and development, created the perfect 

context for liberal democracies to fall into contempt.  

Many people of whom were fed up with the 

current establishment, casted their votes in order to 

support change and a new vision.  What they failed 

to consider themselves was the replacement of a 

liberal form of democracy with one of which its 

tendency is to promote a populistic approach and a 

sort of extreme nationalism, that isn’t accustomed 

with respect for every individual and tolerance 

towards different minorities. 

Due to the lack of public debate, and of course  

increasing inequality, people don’t consider all the 

aspects before using their ballots. This leaves 

behind any moral and opportunity-related 

discussions, and pursues only what is the fruit of 

what Kahneman consider it to be the first system 

of thinking, which is the fast, intuitive one, that 

doesn’t accommodate analytical assessments and 

reason-based approaches (Kahneman, 2013: 22). In 

other words, the flaws of not-entering into a debate 

regarding aspects of our lives, might end up as 

being an important reason for the society’s current 

and future evolution. As we are more and more 

acquainted with the appearance and intensification 

of the extremist  discourse, of the parties which 

promote a nationalistic approach throughout their 

populist leaders, we should be worried about the 

evolution of democracy on the long run.  

It could take years for it to be downgraded to 

the point of inefficiency, but the process has 

started to move on rapidly and to collect more and 

more adherents which believe the latter 

establishment was to blame for everything that 

didn’t work in the past and still doesn’t work in the 

present. Thus, the only solution is a radical change, 

as always. While reinforcing the constant need for 

a coherent public discourse and constant debate 

regarding important aspects and big contemporary 

problems, the solution for the current nationalism 

is caught somewhere between the alternatives for a 

democratic revival of both policies and leaders/ 

models.  

 

5. CONCLUSIONS 

 

In order to engage with the tough questions 

that we face nowadays, we must consider as part of 

our civic life, the importance of the public 

discourse and the role that it plays inside a 

democratic society. In spite of Sandel’s opinion 

regarding “the declining of the civic spirit” 

contemporary issues related to democracy have a 

broad spectrum of challenges, that can’t always be 

put on the shoulders of the citizens, as inactive 

individuals. The representatives are also 

responsible for the failure of the political class, 

which constantly diminishes in trust, coherence 

and is unable to sustainably address the important 

aspects of our lives (Sandel, 1996). Covering a gap 

of faith, left behind by the mainstream parties, the 

far right spectrum succeeded in discourse and 

approach, by filling the holes of those fed up with 

the two or three decades of unfair politics, that 

failed to address major parts of the societies, 

closing up for elites and leaving the ordinary 

people in sorrow and disdain.  

From the point in which liberal democracy 

embraced the globalised economy and market 

mechanisms associated, there were a few decades in 

the making. As some believed for many years now, 

democracy is not intact, on the contrary, it dwindles 

as time goes by. Therefore a more robust civic live 

won’t be the solely answer for the democratic 

questions raised by various changes inside societies 

as a whole. Notwithstanding, the strong bond 

between the individual and the state thickens every 

day, that is why it is up to the citizens to inflict 

change inside their societies, in order to correct the 

wrongful path of the current democracy’s drift. 

Formed on grounds of inequality and immoral 

markets, the new social contract that enacts a soft-

despotic engagement of the society by those who 

lead, has changed the way we live our lives and 

enabled us to give up everything for almost nothing. 

Linking the way we conduct our civic duties, to the 

deterioration of democracy, is surely a questionable 

act in many views.  

My thesis has tried to figure out what are the 

motives behind the upheaval of populist 

nationalism, pointing towards the fact that there are 

many variables which contribute actively on 

disrupting the bond between the state and the 

individual, forcing democracy into crisis. The 

unquestionable importance of participation in the 

civic life, as being a virtue among individuals 

represents one of the reasons for which democracy 

should harness the public discourse and debate. In 

order to conclude, I wish to reiterate the 

importance of civic life, not solely as a mechanism 

to ensure inclusion and social dialogue but also in 

a sense of underlining the fact that there couldn’t 

be a democracy without its people. 
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Abstract: In The Netherlands on March 21st, 2018 a non-binding referendum was held on the new act on the 

intelligence and security services. In many respects this was a unique moment in the (Dutch) history of intelligence. 

The Netherlands has no long lasting history of referenda and probably never will. In 2016 it held a referendum on 

the EU association agreement. It led to a clear no-vote and although the referendum was not binding, it was a shock 

to the government, which had to bend over backwards to explain to its European partners how it had gotten itself 

into this position and to legitimize  to the voters that it still signed the agreement. As far as the government was 

concerned this was a -once-and-never-again experience. However, just before it managed to close down the 

possibility of national referenda, enough signatures were collected to have a non-binding vote on the Dutch act on 

the intelligence and security services. The outcome of the referendum surprised friend and foe: 49.5 percent of the 

voters rejected the act against 46.5 yes-voters. This paper discusses the issues that were involved and the way the 

government treated the referendum. The government tried to follow two objectives simultaneously when it drafted 

the act. First, it wanted a law that would be independent from technological developments, precisely because a 

former one had restricted the services’ room for manoeuver especially due to technological considerations. Second, 

it wanted to make a law that would be ECRM-proof. This led to a balancing act and a very complicated bill. 

Opponents stated that past practices and the vague wordings of the bill were reasons for distrust. Champions of the 

bill said that it combined the enhancement of the services’ powers with a broadening of the oversight mechanisms. 

They blamed the opponents because of factual misunderstanding. What they did not take into account enough was 

that it was not so much a matter of good intentions or practice but an issue of images. In a belated effort to save the 

act unscathed representatives of the services appeared more often in the media in the three months before the 

referendum than in the preceding half century. This contributed to the beginning of a serious intelligence debate in 

The Netherlands. The changes the government promised after the referendum were not inserted into the law itself 

and were considered to be only cosmetic by opponents. The law entered into force on May 1
st
, 2018 as scheduled. At 

the time of writing both summary and substantive proceedings against the law, initiated by both humanitarian and 

privacy organizations and professional associations of lawyers and journalists, are pending. 

 

Keywords: intelligence; security; referendum; public opinion; law 

 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

 

In 2002 a law on the intelligence and security 

services became effective which was much more 

elaborate than the previous one, the first such law 

in The Netherlands, which dated from 1987. The 

2002 law had become necessary for several 

reasons. First, the European Court of Human 

Rights (ECHR) had judged that the powers of the 

services should be better circumscribed in the law, 

that an independent oversight committee was 

lacking and that there was no individual right to 

complain against actions of the services. The 

second reason was more institutional. In 1994 the 

Dutch government had abolished its Foreign 

Intelligence Service, expecting that it was no 

longer needed. However, in the following years it 

became clear that The Netherlands could not do 

without a civilian foreign intelligence capacity.  

The 2002 law remedied all this. It provided for 

two intelligence services: the General Intelligence 

and Security Service (AIVD, Algemene Inlichtingen- 

en Veiligheidsdienst) and the Military Intelligence 

and Security Service (MIVD, Militaire Inlichtingen- 

en Veiligheidsdienst). It also established an 

independent Committee for Oversight (CTIVD, 

Commissie van Toezicht op de Inlichtingen- en 

Veiligheidsdiensten). And citizens got the possibility 

to complain about actions of the services to both the 

CTIVD and the National Ombudsman.  
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The law had hardly become effective when it 

showed a major flaw from the perspective of the 

AIVD and the MIVD. The law allowed for both 

bulk interception of wireless transmissions and 

targeted interception of communication that went 

through cables, but not for cable-bound bulk 

interception. Soon after the law had become 

effective a technological change occurred after 

which most of the current communications took 

place through the cable. Consecutive governments 

lent a willing ear to the services’ complaints that 

thus they were becoming deaf while hearing and 

blind while seeing, as the saying went. It was 

understood, however, that a new law expanding the 

powers of the services would be a hard sell. 

Therefore in 2013 the government set up a 

commission-Dessens (named after its chairman), 

which concluded that a widening of the powers of 

the services should have to be counter-balanced by 

an increase in oversight. 

This led to a bill that had to serve two 

purposes. It should be both technology-

independent and ECHR-proof. The bill introduced 

the possibility of bulk interception via the cable 

and made it possible to exchange this bulk material 

with befriended foreign services. It made special 

provisions for tapping phones of lawyers and 

journalists, because in judicial processes the 

government had been condemned for not having 

done so. In the end the bill also provided for an 

independent committee of two judges and an IT-

expert, who should give ex ante permission for the 

use of special powers by the services.  

 

2. OPPOSING VOICES 

 

Those who had hoped for a bill that would end 

all controversy around the intelligence and security 

services, engendered for instance by the so-called 

revelations of Edward Snowden, were 

disappointed. The act was an unfortunate mismatch 

between two ambitions: in order to be technology-

independent the law had to use general terms, in 

order to be ECHR-proof it had to be as specific as 

possible. Those who had hoped that the intention 

to make the act technology-independent would 

open a grand vista could not detect a vision about 

the future of technology. Words like ‘the internet 

of things’ or ‘brain-computer-interfaces’ were 

lacking from the bill’s explanatory memorandum. 

However, it did make explicit the services’ powers 

to hack into electronic systems and made 

cooperation of service providers mandatory. It also 

opened the possibility of hacking through third 

parties.  

Furthermore, the ECHR-proof intention did not 

take into account the case law that could be 

expected in the years to come from the European 

Court of Human Rights. It just tried to withstand 

current ECHR case law. In this sense the law was 

rather meant to mend the broken pieces of the past 

than to make a future-oriented document. 

The first draft of the act was published in July 

2015. It was open for public internet consultation 

and an amazing number of 1100 reactions were 

received from organizations and individual citizens 

criticizing the bill for allowing too many and too 

large infringements in people’s privacy. Among 

them were not only defenders of privacy and 

human rights but also telecom providers and the 

largest organization of employers in The 

Netherlands. Also the Council of State, which has 

to counsel the government on every bill, and the 

Oversight Committee CTIVD voiced substantial 

criticism.  

However, the Dutch government in 2015-2016, 

Rutte-II, did not heed all criticism. It had made an 

estimate of its chances in Parliament and decided 

to push the bill into a law. A great number of 

amendments in the Lower House were killed. The 

then minister of the Interior Ronald Plasterk 

treated opponents of the law as if they were 

endangering national security, which led even one 

Member of Parliament, the spokesman for the 

Socialist Party, Ronald van Raak, to leave the 

parliamentary debate prematurely.  

In the Senate the government did concede a 

few points. However, these did not change the law 

and although these concessions do have some legal 

status, they do not have the same legal force as a 

provision in the law. In the end the law got clear 

majorities in both the Lower House and the Senate, 

respectively 114 against 35 and 50 against 25.  

 

3. A REFERENDUM 

 
Several human rights and privacy activists 

announced that they would appeal to the European 

Court of Human Rights as soon as the law would 

become effective. A bigger surprise though was the 

announcement in August 2017 by five students of 

the University of Amsterdam that they wanted to 

have a referendum about the law. They focused 

mainly on Article 48 of the Act, which allows for 

‘the tapping, receiving, recording and listening of 

any form of telecommunication or data transfer by 

means of an automated work, irrespective of where 

this takes place’. 

The Netherlands has no long lasting history of 

referenda and maybe never will. In 2016 it held its 
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first national referendum, a referendum on the EU 

association agreement with Ukraine. That one led 

to a clear no-vote and although the extant Dutch 

referenda are not binding, it was a shock to the 

government, which had to bend over backwards to 

explain to its European partners how it had gotten 

itself into this position and to legitimize  to the 

voters that it still signed the agreement. As far as 

the government was concerned this had been a 

once-and-never-again experience. In 2017 a new 

government under Prime Minister Mark Rutte, 

Rutte-III, took shape and during the preceding 

coalition discussions it was decided to abolish the 

possibility of referenda, even though until then this 

instrument had been used only once. Then the 

announcement of another referendum was made. 

In order to make a referendum possible in The 

Netherlands 300,000 signatures are needed. For a 

long time reaching this goal seemed unlikely as the 

discussions about the bill had been foremost an 

affair for well-informed insiders. When, however 

at a late stage, a Dutch satirical newscommentator, 

Arjen Lubach, promoted the demand for a 

referendum the required number of signatures was 

soon reached. It was decided that the referendum 

would take place on March 21, 2018, 

simultaneously with the elections for the 

municipality councils, which would guarantee that 

the quorum of thirty percent of the electorate 

casting their vote would be achieved. Intriguing 

detail: the referendum would take place just before 

the government intended to close down the 

possibility of referenda.  

 

4. AN ABSENT GOVERNMENT 

 

Still, the government felt it had little to worry 

about and remained almost absent from the debate. 

The result was that the opponents of the law had a 

free playing field and coined the law the ‘dragnet 

law’, a word even serious media began to use, 

together with the words ‘eavesdropping’ or 

‘tapping law’. The law had provided for three 

stages of bulk-processing: collection, pre-

processing and processing. In the final stage, 

government sources said, about two per cent of the 

original bulk would be retained and therefore, 

Dutch citizens had little to worry about, as real 

surveillance would start only at that final stage. 

Some citizens on the other hand maintained that 

surveillance would already start as soon as bulk 

information was collected. However, this 

fundamental difference of opinion was hardly 

addressed in the debate. It led satiricist Arjen 

Lubach to ask his audience: would you allow the 

AIVD to hang a few cameras in your bedroom if 

the service promises never to use them? 

Nevertheless, all polls in the months before the 

referendum showed that about fifty percent of the 

voters would vote in favor of the law, thirty or less 

percent were against and about twenty percent 

remained undecided. As the undecided vote 

normally splits proportionally along the yes-no 

vote, it seemed the Dutch government still had 

little to worry about. 

The new government, Rutte III, came into 

power on October 26, 2017. It consisted of Rutte’s 

conservative liberals (VVD), the Christian 

democrats (CDA), the progressive democrats 

(D66) and the small Christian party Christian 

Union. Of those the progressive democrats were in 

the most difficult position. They had voted against 

the law and one of their principles had always been 

the possibility for the Dutch citizenry to express 

themselves through referenda. In order to become 

part of the coalition they had to embrace the law 

and go along with the abolition of the referendum 

in The Netherlands. Furthermore, the minister 

primarily responsible for both the law on the 

intelligence and security services and the abolition 

of the referendum was the minister of the Interior, 

Kajsa Ollongren, who happened to belong to D66, 

the progressive democrats. In order to appease the 

progressive democrats it was promised that two 

years after the coming into effect of the law it 

would be evaluated and, if necessary, changed. 

For ‘campaign technical reasons’ the members 

of the Cabinet stayed aloof from the debates 

leading up to the referendum. Instead they sent the 

heads of the AIVD and MIVD into the field, who 

in the final months before the referendum were 

seen more often in public debates and on television 

than in the preceding fifty years. It put them into 

an awkward position. It was hard for them to 

answer their audiences’ frequent questions about 

the technical ins and outs of the powers they would 

be able to use under the new law, as they are 

obliged to keep their methods and sources secret. 

Neither could they discuss recent intelligence 

successes, because this would mean that the extant 

law was not so bad after all. This was for instance 

one of the reactions when several weeks before the 

referendum news was leaked to the media about a 

successful hacking operation by the AIVD in 2014 

against the Russian hacking group Cozy Bear. And 

neither could the intelligence chiefs point out 

explicit failures due to the ineptness of the law, 

because by doing so they would give directions to 

people with malicious intent. It was also hard for 

them to indicate whether the new powers would 
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indeed lead to greater success, e.g. in the fight 

against terrorism.  

They could only state that based upon their secret 

inside knowledge they just knew that the law 

would be an improvement and that many of the 

objections raised against the law were based upon 

misunderstandings about the actual workings and 

real intentions of the services. Thus they ended up 

in an ‘I am right and you are mistaken’-debate, 

whereas the public formed its opinions not so 

much upon facts as well upon images. And facts do 

not necessarily change images. The government 

and the services overlooked the fact that in Dutch 

society authority is no longer accepted naturally. 

Politicians, judges, policemen, teachers and 

professors have all experienced this. Not only is 

their authority no longer accepted as such, their 

claim to authority makes them suspicious in the 

eyes of a mistrustful audience keen on detecting 

semblances of inequality. Authority that is 

shrouded in secrecy is doubly suspicious and a 

government that is suspected to surveil its citizens 

should be prepared for the counter-question by its 

citizens: and how transparent are you, government, 

yourself? 

 

5. AN INTELLIGENCE DEBATE 

 

Several of the opposition leaders were also 

notoriously absent from the debate, such as the 

leaders of the two populist parties, Geert Wilders 

(PVV) and Thierry Baudet (Forum for 

Democracy), who preferred to focus on their 

campaigns for the municipal council elections. In 

spite of or maybe thanks to the depoliticized 

character of the referendum discussions for the 

first time in history an actual intelligence debate 

took place in The Netherlands. On the op-ed pages 

of newspapers, in explanatory articles and 

broadcasts, and in meeting rooms people debated 

the law. Most of the questions that arose from 

these debates concerned technical aspects of the 

law, such as how the bulk interception was done 

and how the different oversight mechanisms would 

interact. 

The criticism focused mainly on the idea that 

collecting bulk information would infringe upon 

people’s privacy, the exchange of bulk un-analysed 

information with foreign services, the retention of 

some bulk information for up to three years, 

hacking via third parties, the notion that journalists 

would not get enough safeguards and the idea that 

medical data could be seen by the intelligence and 

security services. 

Other aspects of the law were surprisingly 

hardly discussed at all, such as the algorithms that 

would be used to select particular information from 

the bulk, the fact that the law allowed the services 

to establish a DNA-database of their own, and the 

possibility of impairment of physical integrity in 

case people would have electronic systems inserted 

into their bodies. Another aspect which drew not 

enough attention was the fact that the AIVD and 

MIVD are both intelligence and security services. 

Powers given to the services by law are often 

intended to be used abroad, especially in order to 

protect and further the missions of military troops. 

However, in the discussion it was often thought 

that these powers would be used against Dutch 

citizens. Also, the government and the services 

often stated that in order to enhance security the 

citizens would have to offer some of their privacy. 

The fact that privacy enhancing software is 

available that serves both values was hardly 

discussed. And also overlooked was the fact that 

hacking by the services becomes more and more 

important in relation to interception. 

There were other interesting developments in the 

run-up to the referendum, all part of a public 

relations offensive by the government and the 

services. First, the public appearances of the chiefs 

and other (former) personnel of the intelligence 

and security services. The head of the MIVD even 

called populism a danger to the democratic order, 

an issue that had been shunned by sister 

organization AIVD for years. Second, after years 

of refusal the government finally revealed the 

numbers for telephone and internet taps by the 

intelligence services over the past years. Third, the 

annual report of the AIVD appeared more than a 

month earlier than usual. In it for the first time the 

cyberthreat was pictured as a more prominent 

threat than terrorism. Fourth, the minister of the 

Interior did not inform Parliament about a report 

written by the oversight committee CTIVD on 

faults in the intelligence exchange with other 

countries until a few days after the referendum. 

She stated publication had had to wait because not 

all permissions from foreign governments had been 

received before the referendum.  

 

6. THE OUTCOME OF THE REFERENDUM 

 

When the votes in the referendum were 

counted it turned out that to the surprise of friend 

and foe approximately 49.5 per cent had voted 

against the law and about 46.5 per cent in favor. It 

is hard to explain why the actual vote differed so 

much from the polls in the months before. It seems 
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at least three reasons are likely. The first is that 

some of the no-voters actually wanted to express 

their desire to leave the instrument of the 

referendum intact. Their no-vote against the law on 

the intelligence and security services was wholly 

or partially a pro-referendum vote.  

The second probable cause was the news about 

the Facebook-Cambridge Analytica scandal, which 

broke just a few days before the referendum. It 

touched a nervous string with people worried about 

their privacy, the more so because the head of The 

AIVD had repeatedly told his audiences that the 

Dutch intelligence and security services did not 

have the same powers as Facebook, Google, 

Twitter and Tinder. This clumsy comparison 

between a government agency and citizens on the 

one hand and a private firm and clients on the other 

might unintentionally have primed the voters, 

when they were confronted with the Facebook-

scandal, and consequently have influenced them to 

vote against the law.  

And the third possible explanation would be 

the high-handed manner in which government 

politicians treated the case in the days before the 

referendum. Prime Minister Rutte compared the 

referendum with lace-making and other hobbies. It 

was a blow in the face of all people who in 

preparation of the referendum had earnestly tried 

to understand the intricacies of the law and had 

often for the first time immersed themselves in a 

study of intelligence and security services. On the 

eve of the referendum, following the final election 

debate on television, a televized debate about the 

law took place between Prime Minister Rutte, the 

leader of the Christian-democrats Sybrand Buma, 

part of the government coalition, and two members 

of the opposition, the leader of the Green Left 

(GroenLinks) Jesse Klaver and the Socialist Party 

Lilian Marijnissen. The government politicians just 

stonewalled the opposition leaders’ doubts and 

arguments. Buma even repeated that as far as he 

was concerned nothing would be changed in the 

law even if a majority would vote against it. 

As said the Dutch referendum is not binding, 

but in case of a no-vote the government has to 

reconsider the debated law. So, the question now 

was what position the government would take 

regarding the law after the referendum. Would it 

modify certain parts of the act and if so, which 

ones? And would the government’s action be the 

end of the intelligence debate or would it rekindle 

it? Whereas it had taken Prime Minister Rutte 

many months to formulate the Cabinet reaction 

after the Ukraine referendum, his new government 

decided to clear the air this time as soon as 

possible. Within a few weeks it came with what 

they called some concessions that did not need to 

be enacted, but should be accepted as elucidation. 

Opponents called them merely cosmetic. E.g one 

of the concessions was that intercepted bulk 

material could no longer be retained for three 

years, as the law allowed, but only for one year. 

However, this one-year limit could be postponed 

twice with another year. Another concession was 

that bulk interception would have to be as goal-

oriented as possible, but this had already been 

included in one of the few Lower House 

amendments which had been accepted.  

The reason the government was in such a hurry 

was also the fact that the law would become 

effective on May 1st, 2018. Although the 

government said to have made some concessions 

these did not change the law itself, as both the 

opponents and the Committee for Oversight had 

wanted. Bits of Freedom, Privacy First, Free Press 

Unlimited, The Dutch Lawyers’ Committee for 

Human Rights, the Dutch Association of Criminal 

Lawyers and several other organizations objected 

that the law would enter into force without 

Parliament having had an ability to debate the 

government’s concessions. Therefore they asked 

the government to refrain from such action, 

otherwise they would institute summary 

proceedings to postpone the entry into force of the 

law. The ultimatum ended on April 27. The day  

before the government published the changes, 

indicating that it would not insert them in the law. 

This means that the summary proceedings will take 

place, although at the moment of writing (April 28, 

2018) it is not clear when. However, they will be 

held after the law has become effective on May 1, 

2018. Meanwhile the Netherland Association of 

Journalists has begun substantive proceedings to 

have the act reviewed in the light of European law.  

 

7. CONCLUSION 

 

The way the governments-Rutte II and so far 

also Rutte-III have pushed the law disregarding 

broad and often well-funded criticism. By doing so 

they have turned national security and the 

intelligence and security agencies into a question 

of the current government instead of a case of the 

state. This is a situation that should have been 

avoided and it will take quite some effort if the 

government would like to redress this situation. 

Both this situation and the execution of the law 

itself ask for continuous communication, 

explanation and elucidation. It has been a benign 

experience to finally see the heads of the AIVD 
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and MIVD appear in broad daylight to discuss the 

work of the services with the public, but the 

government should take their responsibility as well 

and not stay absent from the scene. The 

intelligence debate that has started in The 

Netherlands over the past few months should be 

prolonged, but then the government should 

understand that it takes two to tango. 
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1. INTRODUCTION. THE SYMBOLIC 
POWER 

 
The symbolic power, perceived as an expression 

of “dominance” (Herrschaft) in Max Weber’s 

theory in the first part of his monumental work 

Economy and Society (1956/1978), functional in 

case of evident determination and influence of the 

dominator in relation with an influenced behavior of 

the dominated, has found its plenary manifestation 

in Pierre Bourdieu’s studies (1991). Basically, in the 

French sociologist’s acceptance, the symbolic 

power is a countermeasure to the material 

manifestation of power and it implies justifications, 

convictions, and types of classification and 

legitimization of power. This symbolic meaning of 

power with Bourdieu is in reference to the 

legitimating dimension of any impositions of power, 

be it political, economic, military or of any other 

nature, which creates, even in its latent state, a 

symbolic capital and a form of related violence, a 

struggle inside the symbolic space used for 

imposing meanings, labels, categories and other 

various types of legitimating a present or potential 

behavior. In other words, the symbolic power 

consists of everything that has been left behind after 

the reduction of power relations to communication 

relations, irrespective of their institutional form or 

type of approach: 
 

In criticizing all forms of the ‘interactionist’ error 

which consists in reducing relations of power to 

relations of communication, it is not enough to note 

that relations of communication are always, 

inseparably, power relations which, in form and 

content, depend on the material or symbolic power 

accumulated by the agents (or institutions) involved 

in these relations and which, like the gift or the 

potlatch, can enable symbolic power to accumulate. 

It is as structured and structuring instruments of 

communication and knowledge that ‘symbolic 

systems’ fulfill their political function, as 

instruments which help to ensure that one class 

dominates another (symbolic violence) by bringing 

their own distinctive power to bear on the relations 

of power which underlie them and thus by 

contributing, in Weber’s terms, to the 

‘domestication of the dominated’ (Bourdieu, 

1991:167) 

 

Pierre Bourdieu’s symbolic power is to be 

found encompassed in the British sociologist 

Michael Mann’s
1
 phrases ideological power and 

                                                             
1
 In the first volume of his work entitled The Sources of 

Social Power, the British sociologist structures the 

rapports between diverse types of societies, in 

accordance with  quaternary typology of powers: 


