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ABSTRACT: New trends in the society development are restructuring the traditional relation between
women and war, and require a more comprehensive analysis of the change in the social status of women
and men in the context of history. From the gender vantage point the objective of the reorganisation
processes of complex systems, such as human society, is not to achieve gender parity, but to take
advantage of a unique and powerful way women along with men can provide in war conflict prevention
and elimination, thus enhancing peace efforts and security of individuals in common life. Traditional
limitations in gender determination bring about the question of further integration of women into armed
forces, but also the need to innovate the understanding of social care ethics and social welfare in order to

promote peace and security.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Humanity and dignity represent the core of
the common good and the highest values
a human being as an individual or a society as
such should strive for. [4] The development and
the implementation of the social values can only
be possible in coexistence, aperson’s dignity
and human rights have a social and institutional
form. From the ethical point of view, human
dignity is the basic and fundamental value of
providing quality life in a society. The basic
values include the institution of marriage and
family and political order which can provide
fundamental values of common good, namely
social justice, freedom and peace.

These values have been questioned over the time
due to war conflicts and there have been changes
in the traditional social positions and roles of
women and men. Currently, the increasing need
for appreciation of equality of women’s and
men’s rights and their equal participation in all
areas , as well as the opportunity to cooperate in
providing peace and security, have an impact on

these values. These trends necessitate the need to
innovate the approach to understanding social care
of complex systems, such as the human society, by
means of applying the principles of gender equality.

2. HISTORICAL CHANGESIN GENDER
STEREOPTYPESASTHE AFTERMATH OF
WAR CONFLICTS

Antropological researches describe and prove
the effort to protect women who symbolize life  as
an important imperative of human race. That means
that there are good evolution reasons to keep women
away from the centres of war danger. The texts on
the history of women in modern war describe their
roles in a more comprehensive way, adopting the
roles of unifying symbols of anation, mothers,
victims, non combatants, or those we notice as
combatant exceptions.

Their social status and position cannot be fully
grasped in its complexity, the most dominant model
is represented by the so called “military women*
motivated to survive the war period and, more or
less on voluntary basis, to provide care for soldiers,



provisions, clean water, sanitary facilities,
quarters, spiritual but physical support as well,
education, medical care.

If the understanding of masculinity and
femininity is connected with the notion of
unpassable border between the two, this leads to
making a barrier and the expected models of
behaviour become overruling. Then, any
nonconformity is punished by mockery,
oppression, rejection, exclusion from society, in
some cultures even death. This unpassable
division line between the sexes is the basic
prerequisite of gender “stereotypes™. [7] An
integral part of the development of modern
nations is the notion of women as a non
combatant unity. Another part of the stereotype
is the difference in the attitude of men and
women to violence. At the end of the 18th
century male violence could be justified in war
only, female violence was not acceptable beyond
any scope of expectations. [5] Female violence
was consindered evil and individual. Male
violence in war time could be regulated and
controlled by rules. Also sharp differences
between personal and public life arose, the ones
between the family and the nation. Women were
the guardians of families, men were defenders of
anation. From this vantage point men’s heroic
deeds were seen as the stories of bravery,
courage, morale and fame. Women adopted the
role of  generosity, sacrifice, service,
immortality. [11]

War is the the main reason of the “family
crisis“ characterised by the seperation of male
family members, the change in the demographic
development, the shift in the traditional role of
women in a family, loosening social ties and the
,»loss of morale” (showing itself in corruption,
sexual promiscuity, adultery, homosexuality).
[1] The absence of men in families made women
do men’s work, take over decision making and
the responsibility for providing the family with
money. It was not easy, as during wartime the
effort to provide the basic needs was in
a conflict with higher needs of, for example,a
municipality, government. The departure of men
into war represented the loss of the breadwinner.
Not even war bonuses for families and other
social-political measures to keep stability could
make up for a considerable decrease in the
standard of living.

From the gender point of view it
is interesting to note, that not only women, but
also men fall victims of gender stereotypes.
Once a war broke out, men had no choice.The

conscription, ethical and moral ideals ruled over
social ties and the dread of death paralysed them,
resulting in dodging the conscription. The gender
stereotype was also followed by women supporting
anti—pacifist ideas in WWI. Those women mocked
young men not wearing a uniform by wearing white
feathers, the symbols of cowardice. The ways to
dodge conscription were almost unlimited, ranging
from requests, appeals to corruption. Desertion,
escapes to being taken hostage, faking being sick,
self-harm were also ways to avoid the battlefield. An
interesting option was getting disqualified because
of the importance for the economy.

A long-term absence of men in families, their
losses or reunions marked with mental trauma or
physical handicap resulted in socio-economic and
mental problems and the change in social roles,
which could not be easily reversed in post-war
periods.

3. NEW SECURITY CONCEPT AND GENDER
PERSPECTIVE

Modern armies face new challenges in
international peace deployment , the objective of
their effort is no longer “combat® , or “victory*, but
conflict prevention, peace settlement and peace
enforcement. A military mission of the 21st century
can be characterised by activieties such as
“protection , “aid*, “ rescue“. It does not involve
just the protection of the country, but assisting in the
settlement of conflicts in other countries. [12] The
concept of the so called *“ human security” and the
legisaltive need to provide security of an individual
is promoted by the UN. “Human security...must be
focused on an individual, not only acountry or
anation. The security concept must change from
beiing the concept of the national security to
aconcept focused on individual security. It must
change from the security provided by arms to
security concerning the issues of food supply, job
security and healthy environment“. [3] These
objectives are in line with the traditional female
qualities of care,[9] protection, moreover, they
enhance their application from the family level to
society and require both male and female
experience,, skills, education. Female blue helmets,
so called “observers®, in the area of human rights
and other women deployed in missions, offer new
possibilities and options for the area of ongoing
development of peace keeping . Women often find it
easier to socialise with locals and gather information,
communicate with local women, can provide the
sense of security for children, seniors, victims of
violence or natural disasters. The fact that women



“HENRI COANDA”
AIR FORCE ACADEMY
ROMANIA

“GENERAL M.R. STEFANIK”
ARMED FORCES ACADEMY
SLOVAK REPUBLIC

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE of SCIENTIFIC PAPER

AFASES 2012
Brasov, 24-26 May 2012

are an integral part of  army units in Forum Historiae,2009, vol.3.n.1.p. 2/online/
appointments of female soldiers, policewomen, 2. HAMAIJ, P. - MARTINSKA, M. — MATIS, J.:
mediators, doctors, social workers, enhances Vybrané problémy zo vseobecnej socioldgie. L.
security conditions for victims, but also initiates Mikulas: AOS. 2005. ISBN80-8040-266-3
the processes of post-conflict reconstruction not 3. Human Development report 1993. In:
only in official peace talks, but also the Waisovd N Reseni konfliktii
enhancement of their roles in the reconstruction v mezindrodnich vztazich. p. 68.
of citizen society and the basic infrastructure. It 4. GLUCHMAN, V. (ed.). Reflexie o humdnnosti
also enhances the need to integrate the gender 4 etike PI’C§’OV' LIM. 1999 p. 55
p Oirit of Wievhinto p lar-ming,. ddeveczlloplilng z}nd 5 JANA"ILA J.: /.lgr.es'e .Z‘oleran.clz. aiiiatolerance
implementing humanitarian aid and allocating ) P S )
relevant assets in this area. 183;&;1}2;( Grada Publishing 1999. ISBN 80-7169-
. 6. KEYSER, V.. Sprdva o postaveni Zien
Conclusion v ozbrojenych  konfliktoch aich ulohe pri
The paticipation of women in peace support rekonstrukcii a demokratickom  procese
: . . v krajine po skonceni ozbrojeného konfliktu from
processes is essential. [6] It is an appeal for 352006
women to join peace negotiations, as combat 7 KICZKGVA Z: O Strukture a funkcii rodovych
war conflics have a Qiffc?retnt impact on men and ’ stereotypov ,In' ’ Zbornik prispevkoy z vede c);<ej
xci)lrirtl:rr; (s);lfie(g/ t}ilse E?C:;ﬁ;i:;g S(})l;ﬂtﬁ(e) F:: ?\S/tli konferencie s medzinarodnou tucastou ,,Kvalita
. . - . zivota aludské prava v kontextoch socialnej
principles and civil and political rights of , delavania d Ieh. Presov: FF 2002
military personnel. That is why the enhanced P racle a vzce avatia cospe };C - HTesov: '
military role of women can be understood as g pK1\3/I()3§]I§\113E ?\2_8({?8];8536_ oblémy vedenia a
promoting civil and political rights and the ' vodcovstva ’V 'e?lno‘iéch the()rii ;’ raxi. In:
indicator of abroader historical shift from Zbornik zmge drindrodnei  vo 'enskf—ve d‘ecke.'
o society with a predetermined status to the one konferencie ,, Aktudlne J vob Zé’]n vedenia é
aimed at performance. The principle of their vodcovsiva ;}’0 vo 'enskgch o a);nolka'ch “oL
»equal participation and full integration into all Mikulas: Aka démiajozbro'en' th sil oen. M R‘
activities to support peace and security* in line Ste fénik'a 2004. [SBN 80—?30 4}6_2 49_3g o
with the UN resolution number 1325 of 2000 is 9 SEVENHUIJSEN S-  Starostlivost  bes
not followed and the decisions concerning ) hierarchie ASPEKT 1’999 0 2.00.118-120
conflict prevention and settlement are often 10. Report On‘ followin’ the’ hunlzell)n rights ‘in the
made without any involvement of women. [10] ) Sloli/ak Republic ii 2007 Slovaﬁ National
The objective is not for women to replace male Centre for Iguman Rights Br.atislava' 2008. http:
appointments, but to enhance the opportunities, Jwww snslp.sk gnts, ’ - P
take advantage of aunique and powerful way 1T OWNSHI]):;Nb Ch.: Histérie moderni vélky

women and men can inspire, complement one
another and participate in providing peace and
security.

. — Jean Bethke Elshtain Zeny a vélka , pp
314-327. Oxford University press 2005
Mladé fronta 2007. ISBN 978-80-204-1540-

REFERENCES 0)
12. www.genderandpeacekeeping.org
1. DUDEKOVA,G.: Stratégie prezitia
v mimoriadnej  situacii.Vplyv  velkej

vojny na rodinu na uzemi Slovenska. In



